
ABC -Pars 33 New Albums 
Is A Record -Setting Issue 
NEW YORK-At its distrib meeting 
in Miami last Thursday (9), ABC - 
Paramount released its greatest num- 
ber of new albums. Distribs were 
given details of 21 LP's on the ABC - 
Paramount label, and 12 on Impulse!, 
the jazz subsid. 

Highlighting the ABC -Paramount 
release are packages by Ray Charles; 
Fats Domino ("Fats in the Fire") ; 

Frank Fontaine ("How Sweet It 
Is") ; The Impressions ("The Never - 
Ending Impressions") ; and Tommy 
Roe ("Something for Everybody") . 

Other ABC -Paramount product in- 
cludes: "Our Best to You" by Steve 
Lawrence and Eydie Gorme; "The 
Country Sound ... with Soul" by Ro- 

Vee Jay Sales Meets Show 
Distribs 19 New Albums 

:h NEW YORK - VeeJay Records is 
n.:. starting business in the New Year 

with its most ambitious album pro- 
gram. A total of 19 albums are on 
their way to distribs. The label's dis- 
trib network got wind of the release 
and merchandising ideas at meets 
held last Sat. (11) in New York, At- 
lanta and Los Angeles. 

The label is also providing a 10% 
discount on all LP's-the smallest 
discount in over three years at the 
firm. 

The diskery has probably set a rec- 
ord of sorts for wordage length in 
coming up with this theme for the 
meet: "Not Just 19 Albums That 
Were Planned and Created Carefully 
for Profit-Not 19 Catalog Albums 
But 19 Albums That Have the Sales 
Potential of Best Sellers in Their 
Particular Niche." 

All speakers at the conclave, 
headed by Randy Wood, prexy in Los 

fis a' Angeles, Jay Lasker, exec vp in New 
indu York; Steve Clark, vp in Atlanta, 

bairn,- pointed out that the release looked 
Sir ; like the most powerful in VeeJay his- 

' Elll tory. The entire exec staff planned to 
rector hit the road and personally cover 

Jobn' every distrib and big disk user in the 
and do country. 

jrA' The new albums include: "Need to 
Belong" by Jerry Butler and "You're 
No Good" by Betty Everett, two cur- 
rent Top 100 artists, "Four Seasons 
Folk Nanny," "More of the Best of 

:es Jimmy Reed," "12 String Guitarnan- 

163 
ny" and Eddy Harris' "Exodus to 
Jazz and Other Film Spectaculars." 

ous e, Eight new gospel issues include 
in p; dates by The Blind Boys of Alabama, 

entry 
The Swan Silvertones, Maceo Woods, 
The Highway Q.C.'s and The Harmo- 

nerai r' 
nizing Four. 
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berta Sherwood; "Big 15" by George 
Hamilton IV; "Chansons Ameri- 
caines" by Les Djinns Singers; "Fla- 
menco Reflections" by Sabicas; "Sat- 
urday's Children Sing for a Living" 
by a new folk group; Volume IV of 
"Adventures in Paradise"; "Country 
Meets Folk" by Brian Hyland; and 
eight albums of music from Ireland. 

Jazz items on the Impulse! label in- 
clude: "Coltrane 'Live' at Birdland" 
(John Coltrane) ; "Mingus, Mingus, 
Mingus, Mingus, Mingus" (Charlie 
Mingus) ; "A Jazz Message" (Art 
Blakey Quartet) ; "A Point of View" 
(Gary McFarland) ; "Illumination" 
(Elvin Jones/Jimmy Garrison Sex- 
tet) ; "My Wife the Blues Singer" 
(Beverly Jenkins) ; "McCoy Tyner 
'Live' at Newport"; "For Members 
Only" (Shirley Scott) ; "After the 
Lights Go Down Low and Much 
More" (Freda Payne) ; "Tell It the 
Way It Is" (Paul Gonsalves) ; "Jazz 
'Round the World" (Yusef Lateef) ; 

and "I Just Dropped By To Say 
Hello" (Johnny Hartman). 

"Spirits" Caster To ABC 
NEW YORK - ABC -Paramount has 
announced acquisition of the original 
cast album rights to "High Spirits," 
the new musical starring Beatrice 
Lillie, Tammy Grimes and Edward 
Woodward, to open at the Alvin The- 
atre in New York on March 31. The 
label acquired the LP rights after ne- 
gotiations with On -Stage Productions, 
the theatrical producing firm of Les- 
ter Osterman and Jule Styne. 

"High Spirits," a musical adapta- 
tion of Noel Coward's "Blithe Spirit," 
will be directed by Coward; produced 
by Lester Osterman, Robert Fletcher 
and Richard Homer in association 
with On -Stage Productions, Inc.; with 
music by Hugh Martin. book by Tim- 
othy Gray, and lyrics by Martin and 
Gray. Choreography is by Danny 
Daniels; sets and costumes designed, 
and lighting arranged by Robert 
Fletcher. 

Principals of the show went into 
rehearsal on January 6, with an out- 
of-town opening scheduled for New 
Haven, February 1st to 8th; Boston, 
February 11 to 29; Philadelphia, 
March 3 to 21; paid previews in New 
York March 25 to 30; opening on 
March 31. 

This will be the first original cast 
album released on the ABC -Para- 
mount label. As announced last year, 
the new Carol Burnett show, "A Girl 
to Remember," would have been the 
first, but, opening in May, it will fol- 
low "High Spirits" by more than a 
month. Several seasons ago, the disk- 
ery had rights to "13 Daughters," but 
it closed after a short run and the 
label never released the cast LP. 
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our Days That Shocked The World" 
NEW YORK - An album, "Four 
Days That Shocked the World," is the 
John F. Kennedy memorial LP from 
Colpix Records. 

Eschewing the famed JFK speeches 
approach of most of the albums al- 
ready on the market, the package is 
not a compilation of speeches-except 
for the late President's breakfast 
speech in Ft. Worth on the day of his 
murder-but rather exclusive reports 
and coverage of the event. The album 
also features eight exclusive color 
Pics on the front and back of the 
gatefold cover and seven exclusive 
black -and -white photos on the inside 
double liner. 

United Press International made 
available to Colpix 85 hours of tapes 

and hundreds of its exclusive color 
and black -and -white photos. In addi- 
tion, the wire service supplied the 
label with a booklet, "The Murder of 
the Young President" written by 
Merriman Smith, Dean of White 
House correspondents and an eyewit- 
ness to the tragedy. Each LP contains 
a copy of the booklet. Smith was also 
one of the two members of the press 
who was on the plane on which Lyn- 
don B. Johnson took the oath of office. 

Colpix is giving a portion of the 
proceeds from the album to the Jo- 
seph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation for 
research on mental retardation. 

The album was produced by Herb- 
ert Sussan, an award -winning execu- 

(Continued on page 50) 
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LONDON CONVENTION TERMED 

OVERWHELMING "SUCCESS"; 
DISTRIBS TAG IT "SENS 61VNOIld 
LONDON-What was definitely one 
of the most exciting, colorful and 
charming conventions ever conducted 
by a record company was staged last 
week by London Records at its Brit- 
ish Decca home in London. 

The sales confab, bringing to Eng- 
land reps of London's U.S. distribs, 
saw a camaraderie that was unique 
in an outpouring of great ad lib wit 
from British execs and artists. 

The general consensus of distribs 

. nffleg:°°i, 4 If4 

was that the cordiality of Sir Edward 
Lewis, head of British Decca, and his 
entire staff, the royal treatment given 
American guests plus the overwhelm- 
ing size and scope of British Decca's 
operation would result in untold years 
of goodwill for London Records and 
greater respect and enthusiasm for 
all its product. 

New product was enthusiastically 
greeted by the distribs. Next week's 
issue of Cash Box will carry complete 
details and photos on the confab. 
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Big Top Moves To ABC -Paramount 

For Distribution In U.S. 
NEW YORK-The domestic distribu- 
tion of Big Top Records has been 
taken -over by ABC -Paramount Rec- 
ords. 

Development was made known last 
week in a joint statement by Sam 
Clark, president of ABC -Par, and 
Johnny Bienstock, managing director 
of Bigtop, which is owned by Hill & 
Range Music. 

RCA Camden Bows 
Five LP's In January 
NEW YORK-RCA Camden Records 
has announced the release of five new 
packages for Jan. that include "Cha- 
rade and other Film Hits" by the 
Living Strings, "The Greatest Stars 
And Songs" by various artists, "Love 
Walked In" by Andre Previn, "The 
Country Stars, The Country Hits" by 
various artists, and "Gloryland Jubi- 
lee" by the Blackwood Brothers Quar- 
tet. 

Columbia Names Raine 
VP Of Recording Operations 

KENNETH E. RAINE 

NEW YORK-Columbia Records has 
named Kenneth E. Raine as vice pres- 
ident of recording operations, accord- 
ing to announcement from Goddard 
Lieberson, President of Columbia 
Records. 

Raine will be responsible to Lieber - 
son for the operation of Columbia's 
domestic recording studios and re- 
cording engineering. In addition, he 
will continue to represent Columbia 
in all labor relations activities. 

Prior to his new appointment, 
Raine was general manager of Co- 
lumbia Recording Studios, as well as 
director of personnel and industrial 
relations and general manager of 
April -Blackwood Companies. He 
joined Columbia Records in 1942 as 
general attorney and secretary. Pre- 
viously, Raine had been associated 
with Columbia Broadcasting System, 
joining the legal department of CBS 
in 1935. 

All 30 ABC -Par distribs will han- 
dle the Big Top line. Hill & Range 
will continue to operate the label 
abroad through its present foreign li- 
censees. 

According to Bienstock, the diskery 
made the arrangement in order to 
"devote' more time and concentration 
to turning out good and exciting rec- 
ords, without the numerous complica- 
tions that arise from distribution and 
promotion." 

Clark sees the deal as a "valuable 
addition to the ABC -Paramount op- 
eration." 

Big Top was organized in 1958 by 
the pubbery and has a number of 
chart dates to its credit, including a 
flock of hits by Del Shannon. Other 
hits have come from Sammy Turner, 
Don & Juan and Toni Fisher. Current 
Big Top performers include Andrea 
Carroll, Gerry Granger añd Marsha 
Brody. 

"Fly Columbia Records" 
Says Label's New Ad Push 

NEW YORK-Columbia Records has 
unveiled new ad and promo campaign 
for its January and February re- 
leases. Titled "Fly Columbia Rec- 
ords," the new program is aimed 
directly at local newspapers coordi- 
nated with new full -color in-store 
promotional material. 

The campaign, the label said, fol- 
lows Columbia's "Age of Reason" pol- 
icy as outlined last July at the Co- 
lumbia Records 1963 International 
Sales Convention. At that time, Bill 
Gallagher, vice president of market- 
ing for Columbia Records, introduced 
the concept of a year-round sales and 
merchandising program along with 
increased advertising and promotion- 
al support at the consumer level. 

Expenditures for January's new re- 
lease promo will more than double 
that of last year. 

"'Fly Columbia Records' presents 
a totally new concept in record adver- 
tising," according to Morris Baum- 
stein, director of advertising and 
sales promotion. "It is designed to 
stimulate the imagination of the rec- 
ord consumer, inviting him to partici- 
pate on a flight into Columbia's world 
of entertainment." 

The new format is to be featured in 
local newspaper ads for saturation 
exposure throughout the country. To 
support the local ad program, new 
promo materials have been prepared 
for point -of -sale and in-store displays 
such as full -color window, counter 
and wall units, dazzling new mobiles, 
posters, counter cards and browser 
box dividers. In addition, a specially 
designed consumer brochure featur- 
ing Columbia's new Jan. and Feb. 
product will be supplied to local re- 
tailers as counter giveaways. 

Dealer kits will ship in a specially 
(Continued on page 50) 
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