
BIOS OF CASH BOX COUNTRY POLL WINNERS 
GLEN CAMPBELL 

Most Programmed Male Vocalist 
Most Programmed Country Album 

Born into a musical family of twelve 
children in Delight, Arkansas, Glen 
was playing his first guitar at the age 
of four. Two years later he was strum- 
ming and singing regularly over local 
area radio stations. His teen years 
were spent performing with his uncle's, 
Dick Bills's, western band, and later, 
a group of his own. 

Glen scored with his first national 
hit, "Turn Around-Look At Me," in 
1961, one year after his arrival in Hol- 
lywood. Capitol Records responded 
immediately by signing him to an ex- 
clusive seven-year contract. Having 
also earned himself a solid reputation 
for his guitar work, most of Glen's 
time was occupied with work as a stu- 
dio musician. 

Then, in 1967, Glen's career really 
skyrocketed on the strength of his 
smash recordings of "Gentle on My 
Mind" and "By the Time I Get to 
Phoenix." Since then, he has been on 
the singles and albums charts consis- 
tently. His latest album, "Live," is 
presently one of the ten best selling 
LP's in the country, while his latest 
single, "Try A Little Kindness," is 
rapidly moving up the Top "100" list- 
ings. 

Glen's career has been moving in 
many directions, during the past year. 
He presently hosts his own weekly va- 
riety show, "The Glen Campbell Good- 
time Hour," over CBS, and has won 
critical acclaim for his performance, 
opposite John Wayne, in "True Grit." 

TAMMY WYNETTE 
Most Programmed 

Female Vocalist 

Epic's star country songstress, 
Tammy Wynette reaped top honors in 
the Most Programmed Female Vocal- 
ist category of the Cash Box Country 
Dick Jockey Poll for the second 
straight year. 

Born in a small town thirty miles 
north of Tupelo, Mississippi, Tammy 
first began to take music seriously in 
high school, where she spent every 
free moment singing and playing the 
piano. She did not decide to become a 
professional, however, until relatively 
recently. She worked with Country Boy 
Eddie on a Birmingham TV show and 
wrote a number of songs, and a suc- 
cessful appearance on Porter Wag- 
oner's TV'er led to singing engage- 
ments in the South and finally to a 
meeting with Epic executive producer 
Billy Sherrill and a recording contract. 

"Apartment #9" was Tammy's first 
Epic noisemaker. Since then she has 
had a string of hits including "Your 
Good Girl's Gonna Go Bad," "Take 
Me To Your World," "D -I -V -O -R -C -E," 
"Singing My Song," and currently with 
"The Ways To Love A Man" and with 
chanter David Houston, "My Elusive 
Dreams" and "It's All Over." 

TOMPALL & 
GLASER BROTHERS 

Most Programmed Vocal Group 

With their roots in the farm country 
of Nebraska, Tompall and the Glaser 
Brothers got their start on the old Ar- 
thur Godfrey Talent Scout Show. Hear- 
ing them perform there, country singer 
Marty Robbins brought the trio to 
Nashville for a recording session. The 
group then spent a year working with 
Johnny Cash. 

Over the years, the group has cre- 
ated many hits. As songwriters, they 
are responsible for a string of lovely 
ballads, including "Stand Beside Me, 
the co-cleffed "Streets Of Baltimore," 
"What Does It Take?," and the million - 
selling "Woman, Woman," which was 
penned by Jim Glaser and Johnny 
Payne. In the course of this time, the 
group has been honored with eight 
BMI awards. 

They now head the Glaser Publica- 
tion and Production Company. Jim 
Glaser himself records for RCA, while 
the group is on the MGM label. In ad- 
dition to being regulars on the stage of 
the Grand Ole Opry . since 1962, the 
group has toured America and Europe, 
and regularly plays the club circuit in 
Vegas. In addition, they have appear- 
ed at New York's Carnegie Hall. Per- 
forming songs like "Gone," "On The 
Other Hand," "Through The Eyes Of 
Love," and the two-way pop country 
hit, "California Girl," Tompall and the 
Glaser Brothers retain their phenome- 
nal popularity. 

CHET ATKINS 
Most Programmed 

C&W Instrumentalist 

Record dealers, pop and country - 
wise, all across the country classify 
the albums of "Mr. Guitar" - Chet 
Atkins-as 'must in inventory.' Atkins 
continues to be one of Victor's most 
consistent LP chart -makers (also scor- 
ing big in singles dept.) and has once 
again captured top honors as the most 
played country instrumentalist. 

The RCA vp, in operating out of the 
firm's Nashville studios, has turned 
out dozens of outstanding singles over 
the years including Jim Reeves' "He'll 
Have To Go," the Browns' "The Three 
Bells" and Floyd Cramer's "Last 
Date," as a guitarist his repertoire 
ranges from Bach to Spanish music to 
jazz to rock 'n roll. Among guitar stu- 
dents he's a leading teacher of the in- 
strument, a désigner of guitars and 
author of his own "Methods" book. 

Born in Luttrell, Tenn., June 20th, 
1924, the son of a piano and voice 
teacher, Chet left high school to appear 
on a host of stations-including KNOX 
-Knoxville, WLW-Cincinnati, WPTF- 
Raleigh, WRVA-Richmond and in '50 
became a fixture with the Opry. 

THE BUCKAROOS 
Most Programmed 

C&W Band 

For the fifth straight year, Buck 
Owen's Buckaroos have copped top 
honors in the annual Cash Box Disk 
Jockey Poll. Not only do these talented 
performers back up the Buck Owens 
sound on records and on tour, but they 
are also fine recording artists in their 
own right. Having released both singles 
and albums, the Buckaroos fill the de- 
mand for the now sound of todays' 
country music. Don Rich, who has 
been with Buck the longest, plays lead 
guitar and sings both harmony and 
solo. Deep voiced Doyle Holly plays 
rhythm guitar and provides much of 
the on-stage comedy. Jerry Wiggens, 
the country drummer, has won num- 
erous awards for his percussion abili- 
ties, and considers being a Buckaroo 
as the most outstanding accomplish- 
ment of his career. Jay Dee Maness 
supplies the steel guitar sound that 
was prominent on so many of Buck 
Owens' early releases. 

Each of the Buckaroos is a talent 
individually, but together, they form 
one of the biggest powerhouses of tal- 
ent in today's country music. 

The Capitol artists recent album re- 
leases include "Anywhere, U.S.A.," 
and currently "Roll Your Own With 
Buck Owens' Buckaroos." 

JOHN WESLEY RYLES I 

Most Promising 
C&W Male Vocalist 

John Wesley Ryles I is up-and-com- 
ing the unusual way, if not the hardest 
way. He is one of the very few teen- 
agers to strike hit material by aiming 
at the adult market, rather than the 
adolescent audience. 

Discovered by the Hubert Long Tal- 
ent Agency on a visit to Nashville from 
his native Louisiana, the 18 -year old 
Ryles displayed foresight and market 
sense in his selection of "Kay" as his 
first release. The song has gone on to 
place him first in the field of up-and- 
coming vocalists for this year and 
achieved impressive results on the 
sales charts as well. 

Earlier recognition was afforded 
Ryles when the youngster set to gain 
experience through studio work as 
both musician and vocalist. This pro- 
fessional work on top of has amateur 
background brought Ryles to the atten- 
tion of Columbia A&R director George 
Ritchie, who signed Ryles to the label 
and initiated production of "Kay." 

Based on the success of "Kay," Ryles 
has had a top twenty LP and also 
helped establish Hank Mills' reputa- 
tion as a songwriter whose popularity 
has spread beyond the country market- 
place. In spite of the many pop cover 
versions, Ryles' performance emerged 
a hit on the Top 100 lists as well as a 
top ten country selection. 

BILLIE JO SPEARS 
Most Promising 

C&W Instrumentalist 

This year's most promising C&W fe- 
male vocalist is a little girl with a 
voice that belies her size. Born in 
Beaumont, Texas, Billie Jo Spears has 
been singing all of her life. 

Billie Jo is now 24 years old. She has 
been singing professionally for more 
than half of her life. Her first record 
was cut when she was only thirteen 
years old. 

Billie Jo is signed to Capitol Records 
on which she scored with her first sin- 
gle, "Mr. Walker, It's All Over." The 
single was quickly followed with Billie 
Jo's debut Capitol album, "The Voice 
of Billie Jo Spears." The album con- 
tains an excellent sampling of Billie 
Jo's range in handling various vocal 
moods. 

Billie Jo makes her home in Nash- 
ville where she is close to recording 
facilities and can indulge herself in 
her avocations-fishing and swimming. 
Billie Jo and her husband, Charles 
Wilson, frequently drop everything and 
"take off" with their fishing poles and 
bathing suits. 

JIMMY DEMPSEY 
Most Promising 

C&W Female Vocalist 

"Little" Jimmy Dempsey, whose 
guitar playing skills won him the 1969 
Cash Box Most Promising C&W Instru- 
mentalist award, is a man of many 
activities. In addition to recording for 
ABC (he has made 12 guitar albums), 
"Little" Jimmy is music director for 
the syndicated show, "T.V. Party 
Line," which is seen in about 70 mar- 
kets; he is a full time studio musician, 
working with country and gospel art- 
ists in Atlanta and Nashville studios; 
and he is an independent producer who 
has produced and leased to such labels 
as Capitol, Tower, Epic, Dot, ABC and 
Starday (one of the artists he has pro- 
duced is Mac Curtis, who is now with 
Epic) . 

Jimmy began his performing career 
at the age of 21/2 as a singer on the Ma- 
jor Bowes Amateur Hour. He was also 
in shows with Eddie Cantor and Phil 
Harris. Bill Lowery began producing 
Jimmy as a vocal recording artist in 
1958, and although Jimmy had some 
success in this area, it wasn't what he 
really wanted to do. He decided to take 
up the guitar and has stayed with it 
ever since. He had his first guitar in- 
strumental hit, "Rhode Island Red," 
in 1967. The record was his own pro- 
duction. 
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