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POP PICKS
TALES FROM TOPOGRAPHIC OCEANS—Yes

—

Atlantic SD2-908
From the pop pantheon, the new Yes album

descends like a breath of fresh ethereal air,

bringing with it more pleasure from one of the

finest groups in the world. Highlighted by the

spectacular cuts, "The Revealing Science

God,” "The Remembering,” “The Ancient,”

and "Ritual,” this phenomenal two-record set

offers further proof that messrs. Anderson,
Howe, Squire, Wakemen, and White are as

much in touch with the bright future of their

art form as they are with its rich, traditional

past. Wakeman’s work is inspirational and
sparkles throughout each of the integral parts

of this LP, one of this year’s best without

doubt.

HOTCAKES—Carly Simon—Elektra 7F-1002
This much expected LP by Carly may ve’v

well prove to be a bigger success than "No
Secrets” was, if only because the anticipation
has been excruciating. Richard Perry produced
the collection and his collaboration with Carly
is nothing short of spectacular. Husband
James Taylor, as well as Dr. John Robbie Rob-
ertson, and Billy Cobham, lend their talents to
this splendid effort which is highlighted by
Carley's great version of "Mockingbird,” her
next single. "Older Sister,” “Mind On My
Man,” "Misfit,” “Just Not True,” and the title

track are superior songs in Carly’s inimitable
style. By the way, congratulations to Carly and
James on the birth last week on the birth of
their daughter.

ELVIS A LEGENDARY PERFORMER VOLUME I—
Elvis Presley—RCA CPL1-0341

The title of Elvis’ latest is entirely appropri-

ate, but this LP is more than just a collection

of some of his hits. An illustrated memory log

with a 4-color picture accompanies this pack-

age which is further distinguished by five previ-

ously unreleased live takes, including a newly
discovered take of "I Love You Because,” re-

corded July 6, 1954 and “Tonight’s All Right

For Love” (From the movie “G.l. Blues”).

Naturally, “Heartbreak Hotel,” “Can’t Help
Falling In Love,” “Peace In the Valley,” and
“Don’t Be Cruel” are here. If you’ve been a

fan for years, or are just discovering Elvis,

you’ll like this one.

ESSENCE TO ESSENCE—Donovan—Epic KE
32800

The soft, quiet dignity that has been Dono-
van’s hallmark for many years, is in profussive
evidence on his latest Epic LP which features
the talented singer/composer at his best. Ac-
companied by a number of celebrated studio
musicians, including Jim Gordon, Carl Radle,
Nicky Hopkins, Bobby Whitlock, and Henry
McCullough, Donovan has put together an in-

teresting selection highlighted by “Operating
Manual For Spaceship Earth,” “Lazy Daze,”
"Yellow Star,” “Life Is A Merry-Go-Round,” and
“Boy For Every Girl.” Old Stones’ producer
Andrew Oldham produced the effort which will

delight all Donovan fans everywhere.

SABBATH BLOODY SABBATH—Black Sabbath—Warner Bros. BS 2695
Highlighted by the dynamic new title track

single. Sabbath’s latest is a tempestuous
flurry of bombastic, mystical hard rock, punc-
tuated by bursts of atypical sweetness (espe-
cially in the title track) and a wealth of fine

material that will make this LP their biggest
seller to date. “Killing Yourself To Live” is an
amazing tour de force for the group as are
“Who Are You,” “A National Acrobat,” and
“Sabbra Cadabra.” It’s a shame the group
didn’t get a chance to do the score for the film

“The Exorcist,” because they could have really

done their thing to a tee. Suffice it to say, this

LP will shoot up to the top in no time at all.

THE PHOSPHORESCENT RAT—Hot Tuna-
Grunt BFL 1-0348

If you’ve followed the progress of Hot Tuna
since the beginning, you’ll be very much im-
pressed by the group’s latest Grunt album.
Very reminiscent of Tuna’s parent band, Jeffer-

son Airplane, the LP sparkles with a wealth of

insight and unrestrained musical abandon. “I

See The Light,” “Seeweed Strut,” “Sally,

Where’d You Get Your Liquor From?,” and
"Soliloquy For 2” are great flights of fancy in

different directions, yet each holds the special

trademark of the group—unity of purpose. As
usual Jorma Kaukonen, Jack Casady, and
Sammy Piazza have done a fine job putting

this LP together and should be happy with it.

ENERGIZED—Foghat—Bearsville BR 6950
Perhaps the most impressive live group to

tour the U.S. in '73, Foghat is back again,
this time with a blockbuster of an album, load-
ed with the kind of musical dynamite that has
stood rock’n'roll in such good stead for so
many years. “Wild Cherry,” "Step Outside,”
“Honey Hush,” "That’ll Be The Day,” “Golden
Arrow,” and “Nothin’ I Won’t Do” are among
the fantastic cuts that distinguish the album,
whose title pretty well tells the story of where
the group has always been at. Well produced
by Tom Dawes, the effort reflects careful atten-
tion to dynamics as well as fine song selection.

SUNDOWN—Gordon Lightfoot—Warner Bros.

MS 2177
Gordon's persuasive style is his trademark,

and his latest LP furthers the impact he has
made with it, by offering up a variety of songs
quite reminiscent of the troubadour style he
has espoused for the better part of his career.

Softspoken and eloquent, Lightfoot lets his

music speak for him and the collection, in-

cluding “High and Dry,” “Circle of Steel,”

“The List,” “Seven Island Suite,” and “Care-
free Highway," is replete with bon mots set to

music. Particularly effective is Lightfoot’s

selection of dynamic levels which highlights

his subtle vocal style. We particularly like the
title track.

TABERNAKEL—Jan Akkerman—Atco SD 7032
One of the most innovative individualists in

music, Jan has a delightful treat in store for
his fans in the form of his new Atco LP. The
lead guitarist of Focus is one of the most
expressive forces on the pop scene today and
certainly one of the most imitated mus’cians in

music. “Britania” by John Dowland, "Coranto
For Mrs. Murcott,” "A Galliard,” “A Pavan,”
“A Fantasy,” “Lammy,” and “House of the
King” are marvelous textural developments of
varying themes. Jan’s classical training is in
flor.d evidence throughout the carefully chosen
selections, all of which are moody and distinc-
tive at the same time.

FOR MY LOVE . . . MOTHER MUSIC—Jose
Feliciano—RCA APL1-0266

The sensitive, soulful performer/composer
has really lit a fire with his latest LP on RCA,
highlighted by his new single, “I Like What You
Give.” The entire album sparkles with Jose’s
ability to communicate emotion, both obvious
and subtle, and it is evident that he continues
to get better, both as a singer and as a writer
(note "The Gypsy,” "For My Love,” and “Ston-
ey Heart”). “I Want To Learn a Love Song,”
“Dirty Work,” “Blame It On The Sun,” "Shoo-
Fly,” and "Mother Music” are all special
songs, reflective of Jose’s close attention to
dynamics and arrangement which he was
helped with by Steve Cropper.

WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE—David Bromberg

—

Columbia KC 32717
The fabulous wit and musical brilliance of

the inimitable Bromberg explode once more on
his latest LP which is a non stop laugh riot on
one hand, and a carefully produced musical
package on the other. You won't have much
trouble getting into the album either way,
though, because it is well paced and delightful,
from “The Holdup,” "Danger Man,” and “The
Main Street Mood,” to Dave’s excellent version
of W.lbur Harrison's “Kansas City” and
"Statesboro Blues/Church Bell Blues.”
Throughout the collection the genius of such
as Jerry Garcia and Tracy Nelson appears to
add luster to the product.
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GRIEVOUS ANGEL—Gram Parsons—Warner
Bros. MS 2171

It’s a shame Gram passed away before the
release of his fine album because this one’s
good enough to go all the way. Always a fine

interpreter of country ballads as well as the
spirited uptempo numbers which he used to
perform live with Emmylou Harris, (who sings
on the LP) Gram has captured the essence of
his soul on this LP and the result is great.

“Return of the Grievous Angel,” “Brass But-
tons,” “Love Hurts,” "Las Vegas,” "In My
Hour of Darkness,” and "I C3n’t Dance” are
all exemplary of the style that Gram became
so closely associated with. If this LP only
serves as a reminder of the artist’s excel
it’s worth it.
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