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POINTS WEST - The business of party -going got its biggest boost of 1975 when 
Clive Davis and Arista Records hosted an intimate gathering for what was supposed to 
be a few close friends in the Hollywood area. Naturally, the Bel -Air Hotel bash was 
anything but intimate, because Davis has more friends than you could count on a 
Sperry -Rand Univac computer and they all turned out to convey the best of luck to 
Arista artists Gil Scott -Heron, Barry Manilow and Melissa Manchester (all of whom are 
performing in L.A. now and in the coming weeks. 

Martha Reeves was also congratulated on joining forces with Arista as were Batdorf 
& Rodney. The affair, complete with mobile disco service provided by Jane Brinton, 
ended about 3 a.m. and saw the following cast of characters make appearances at 
some point during the evening: Alice Cooper, Ringo Starr, Harry Nilsson, Keith Moon, 
Glen Frey, Don Henley, Kenny Loggins, Jim Messina, Barry Sullivan, Bernie Taupin, 
Elliott Murphy, Ron Dante, Bill Graham, John Denver, Jerry Weintraub, Maurice White, 
David Pomerantz, Tom Sullivan, America's Jerry Beckly, Paul Rothchild, Richard 
Perry, Vini Poncia, Bonnie Raitt, Stevie Wonder, Mo Ostin, Sylvia Miles, Alan 
Hirschfield (prexy of Columbia Pictures), Bobby Roberts, Tony Roberts, ICM head 
Ralph Mann and the lovely Carol Strauss. 

The festivities engendered the kind of positive feeling that all of us have been look- 
ing forward to in 1975. In a sense, it beat back the recurrent grumbling about re- 
cession, inflation, depression and the price of Wonder Bread. To sum it up, it was a 
marvelous affair, symbolic of the good times we used to have regularly in the mid - 
sixties and whether or not it is indicative of things to come, it nonetheless provided 
the outlet we need so desperately in these "hard times." Arista's roster of artists is top 
notch and I feel that the party -goers who turned up for the Bel -Air bash typify the 
class that the music industry today has to offer. 

The taping of "Hoyt Axton's Country & Western, Boogie Woogie. Gospel, Rock 'n 
Roll Special" also drew a cast of distinguished characters to its doors in the persons 
of Buffy Sainte-Marie, Kris Kristofferson & Rita Coolidge, Arlo Guthrie, Keith Moon, 
Harry Nilsson, Ringo Starr, Paul Williams, Commander Cody, Cheech Marin, Doug 
Dillard, Mark Anthony, Evie Sands, Jerry Moss, Dean Stockwell, Dennis Hopper and 
Davy Jones. The evening featured a taping of the finale first. Said tune was the "No 
No Song" which Axton wrote and was joined in singing by a bunch of the assembled 
guests. Quite a show. May very easily garner network sponsorship. 

Something happened to Kinky Friedman on his way to completing his second show 
last weekend at San Francisco's Boarding House. Friedman, as you doubtless know, 
puts everybody on (religious groups, politicians, other rock acts, you name it). He was 
gigging with Buffy Sainte-Marie and was into a spoof on the American Indian titled 
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"Miss Nickelodeon" complete with headdress, when Buffy walked in and was 
shocked. Nobody sensed her feelings till the second show when, according to ABC 
PR chief Mike Ochs, Buffy rushed on stage and snatched the headdress from Kinky's 
head. We hear that everybody made friends backstage after the show, but that is play- 
ing with dynamite ... Grinderswitch's new Capricorn LP entitled "Macon Tracks" 
features a cover painting by Marshall Anderson and represents 19th century 
Americana including faces of the members of the group in traditional garb standing 
by a railroad depot. Anderson is, of course, kin to one of Grinderswitch ... Elvin 
Bishop's next LP, "Juke Joint Jump" features guest shots by Steve Stills and June 
Pointer ... John Hammond's Capricorn debut, "Can't Beat The Kid." produced by 
Eddie Hinton, features numerous Nashville studio heavies. Look for it. 

Robert Johnson, former Memphis session heavy and lead guitarist for John 
Entwistle's Ox, played on the Rolling Stones sessions in Rotterdam recently at the 
personal invitation of Mick Jagger, according to John Scott, MCA national LP promo 
man. "Will 'O The Wisp" is the title of the new Leon Russell LP due via Shelter and 
MCA in April ... Pam Rodden, charming Missus of 20th Veep Tom Rodden, will chair 
a seminar at the NARM for trade ladies on the subject of "How to Handle Your Home 
Rebuilding Problems." Pam's an architect and well versed on the subject. Should be 
fun ... Our gal Maureen McGovern (speaking of 20th ladies) has again had tunes 
nominated for Oscars, this time (a first, we think) for best song for each of the tunes 
on her current "We May Never Love Again" single, b/w (and also nominated) "Where 
Love Takes Me." The first is from "Towering Inferno," the "B" side from "Gold." .. 
The Cherry Hill (N.J.) flash, Bruce Greenberg, national promotion chief for Pye 
Records, was in L.A. last week and stopped at Cash Box to visit with out own Bert 
Bogash to promote new single by Phil Everly and Johnny Wakelin. 

If a little over a month's activity is any indication, composer/arranger/conductor 
Jimmie Haskell must be one of the busiest in the business. Following arranging/ con- 
ducting sessions for Paul Anka, Rick Nelson, and The Dillards, English superstar T. 
Rex flew to Los Angeles especially to record 4 tunes to Jimmie's arrangements. Next 
on Jimmie's agenda was a Three Dog Night session in which they selected him to ar- 
range their first album with strings. This was followed by sessions for Bobby 
Goldsboro and Candi Station... Granite Records has released a single by newly - 
signed artist, Elmo Batman, "I Am a Spy for the F.B.I." Backed with "Batman," the 
single was written and produced by Chuck Howard, composer of much of the material 
on Ringo Starr's "Beaucoups of Blues" album. Elmo Batman presently is working with 
a group called the Baloney Sandwich at the Stagecoach in Mason City, Iowa. Too 
much! 
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EAST COASTINGS - The Alice Cooper television special, "Welcome To My 
Nightmare" will be broadcast over the ABC network on Friday, April. 25. The pro- 
gram, which will be part of the "Wide World: In Concert" series marks Cooper's first 
TV appearance in two years, when, by the way, he inaugurated the "In Concert" pro- 
gram in November, 1972. The show, which will further Cooper's fusion of rock with 
theater, will present him in a surrealistic setting incorporating new lighting tech- 
niques designed by Imero Fiorentino. The show, which combines Cooper's dreams, 
nightmares, and fantasies with his music, will also star Vincent Price. The soundtrack 
should be available next week. 

THE 'BLUE JAY' WAY: What has been described as a "landslide" listener response 
of more than 7,500 postcards has been reported after radio station WNEW-FM's initial 
announcement of Carnegie Hall's "Playback" of the new Justin Hayward/John Lodge 
"BlueJays" LP. Jerry Weintraub, who first conceived the event, has commented that, 
"the response from the fans has surpassed our expectations." Some 2,800 members 
of the public and press will be at Carnegie Hall on Mar. 10 for the event which will un- 
doubtedly be SRO. Scott Muni, program director of WNEW-FM has gone so far as to 
say that the station has already received close to 12,000 requests for tickets which 
will be awarded to listeners by a special drawing. "It's overwhelming at this point," 
Muni told Cash Box. "We haven't even said anything about the possibilities of Justin 
and John showing up for the event to answer questions from the audience." Wein- 
traub has further announced that 1,200 more postcards will be drawn after all the 
tickets have been mailed out to the winners. These 1,200 applicants will receive a let- 
ter which, when presented at Carnegie Hall on the day of the Playback will entitle 
them to fill any empty seats. In the event that there are no empty seats, these 1,200 
people will receive a copy of the new Hayward/Lodge single culled from the album. 

BITS & PIECES: Muddy Waters, who just finished recording his next album in 
Woodstock with members of the Band is pictured here with (top) Pine Top Perkins, 
Levon Helm, Garth Hudson, Fred Carter, and (bottom) Bob Margolin and Paul But- 
terfield. The album, which was recorded at Bearsville Studios was produced by Henry 
Glover of Ronnie and the Hawks fame. Titles from the forthcoming album include 
"Let The Good Times Roll," "Caledonia," "Kansas City," and "For Squirrel In A Tree" 
... Steve Paul informs us that the 1975 version of "Hang On Sloopy" by Rick Der- 
ringer will be shipped next week. The song, which will be the first Blue Sky single re- 
leased before the actual album, features Edgar Winter on marimbas and some steel 
drums in place of the original guitar solo ... A new "oldies" magazine titled 

Pine Top Perkins, Levon Helm. Garth Hudson, Fred Carter, Bob Margolin. Muddy 
Waters. Paul Butterfield: Quite an impressive band. 

"Yesterdays Memories" will have its first issue out this week. Its stated purpose is to 
present stories and critiques on the r&r and black music scene of the 40's and 50's. It 
is a quarterly publication and can obtained through P.O. Box 1825, F.D.R. Station, 
N.Y.C. 10022. 

Badfinger have just completed the recording of their next album for Warners in 
England with Kenny Kerner and Richie Wise producing. The album, as yet untitled, 
deals entirely with the music business as written by the members of the group. The 
LP is scheduled for a early spring release ... John Mayall, in town for his concert at 
the Academy Of Music stopped by the Bottom Line to see Eric Burdon and wound up 
doing a couple of numbers with him ... Veteran session drummer Bernard Purdie did 
a guest set at the Bottom Line last week, and drew among others, members of the 
Average White Band, who joined him on stage to the total enjoyment of the audience 

. Among the more significant new releases passing through this office last week 
were Led Zeppelin's "Physical Graffiti," Argent's "Circus," Orleans' "Let There Be 
Music," and Les Variations' "Cafe De Paris," but not to be overlooked is the second 
American release by the Italian group. Osanna, "Landscape Of Life" on the Cosmos 
label. The five members of the band approximate something out of Andy Warhol's 
1966 "Plastic Exploding Inevitable" on the back cover, but their brand of progressive 
rock and jazz undercurrents are executed with extraordinary flair and panache. One 
of the more talented and better recorded groups to emerge out of the current Euro- 
pean invasion, let's hope Osanna make it over to these shores sometime soon. 

SCHOOL DAZE: Orange High School in Cleveland has developed a program 
unique in contemporary high school curriculum. Now entering its third year, the 
school's "Listen To The Music" program is a student run forum which covers many 
facets of the music business. Guests who have addressed the students at the invita- 
tion of Gary M. Cohen, the student currently running the program have included re- 
cording artists Michael Stanley and John Hambrick plus a number of local radio peo- 
ple including WABQ program director Ernest James, WIXY program director Chuck 
Dunaway, and Carolyn Thomas of WNCR-FM. Promoter -manager Mike Belkin has ad- 
dressed the students as has Warner Bros. artist relations executive Ted Cohen. 

The informal course covers the broad topics of how records are made, promoted, 
merchandised and how they eventually get on the air. Music business people in- 
terested in participating in the program should contact Gary Cohen at 1 Brantenahal 
Place. Cleveland, Ohio 44108. 
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