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Industry Announcements 
Mercury Forms Skynyrd Album 
New Wave Label Cover Is Changed 
CHICAGO - Phonogram, Inc./Mercury 
Records has formed a new label, Dip 
Records, which will be devoted exclusively 
to new wave music. Heading the label will 
be Cliff Burnstein, A&R consultant for the 
Polygram Record Group. 

The first releases, scheduled for Jan. 
1978, will be albums by Pere Ubu and 
Suicide Commandos. The idea for Dip grew 
out of a new wave presentation which 
Burnstein conducted at a recent Phono- 
gram/Mercury A&R meeting. Separate 
label identity for new wave artists was 
deemed important. The formulation of Dip 
Records, according to Burnstein, points out 
the need for alternative forms of promotion 
and marketing. The thrust of Dip's efforts 
will be at the retail level. 

"Dip Records will be very selective in 
picking new wave acts," stated Burnstein. 
Dip will offer national distribution through 
Phonodisc, Inc., while the punk artists will 
be released overseas through Phonogram 
International. 

RCA Offers Variety 
Of Parton Display Aids 
NEW YORK - Dolly Parton's latest RCA LP 
and single, both titled "Here You Come 
Again," are the subjects of a large-scale 
marketing campaign featuring various in- 
store and window merchandising ac- 
cessories. These include mobiles with die - 
cut figures of the artist and album cover 
reproductions, 22x22 -inch posters, 
streamers, and three-dimensional display 
centerpieces with die -cut Dollies standing 
out. 

DOLLY DRIVE - Pictured above are some 
of the Dolly Parton merchandising tools 
available to retailers through their RCA 
branches. 

LOS ANGELES - The cover of Lynyrd 
Skynyrd's final album, "Street Survivors," 
is being changed as a result of the Oct. 20 
accident in which band members Ronnie 
Van Zant, Steve and Cassie Gaines were 
killed, according to Peter Rudge, president 
of Sir Productions. 

The Sir announcement said the decision 
was made jointly by Sir, Richard Bibby, 
vice-president of marketing for MCA 
Records, and the surviving group mem- 
bers. Copies of the repackaged LP are ex- 
pected to be in stores this week. 

The massive advertising campaign MCA 
had planned in support of the album was 
suspended following the air crash, but the 
company has now initiated a new plan tied 
to the Nov. 9 release of "What's Your Name" 
as a single. The album is number 12 bullet 
on this week's Cash Box Top 200 Album 
chart. 

Rock Radio Poll 
Winners Named 
NEW YORK - Fleetwood Mac dominated 
the winning ballots for the first annual North 
American Rock Radio Awards, set to be 
broadcast Thanksgiving evening on 258 
FM stations across the country. 

Fleetwood Mac captured first place in 
four awards categories: Best Group: Best 
Album ("Rumours"): Best Song 
("Dreams"): and Best Single ("Dreams"). 

Other award winners include, for Best 
Male Singer, Peter Frampton; for Best 
Female Singer, Linda Ronstadt; for Best 
Singer/Songwriter, Stevie Wonder; and for 
Best Debut Album, Boston, for their record, 
"Boston." 

In addition, the Tom Donahue Memorial 
Award, recognizing gignificant contribu- 
tions to FM radio, will go to Scott Muni, 
program director of WNEW-FM in New 
York. 

Producers of the Rock Radio Awards, 
DIR Broadcasting Corporation which also 
produces the King Biscuit Flower Hour, 
said that more than 132,000 ballots were 
mailed to program directors at approx- 
imately 250 FM radio stations across the 
country. 

The two hour awards presentation will be 
co -hosted by Grace Slick and Mike 
Harrison, managing editor of Radio and 
Records. 

Scaggs Starts Tour 
LOS ANGELES - Boz Scaggs, whose new 
Columbia Records album "Down Two Then 
Left" was recently released, has initiated a 
national tour which started Nov. 16 at 
Memorial Auditorium in Sacramento, Calif. 
The new LP has shipped gold. 

DIRECTOR 
BUSINESS AFFAIRS 

Major Record Company has an excellent career oppor- 
tunity available within its Business Affairs activity, directing 
the company's East Coast Business Affairs efforts. 
The successful candidate will have a law degree, a 
minimum of 2 years record industry business affairs ex- 
perience, and should be thoroughly skilled in contract ne- 
gotiations and preparation. 
The position offers unlimited growth potential, and a com- 
prehensive benefits program. Salary will be commensu- 
rate with background and experience. 
Resumes may be forwarded in confidence to: 
Kent Rossetter 
RCA Records 
1133 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

An equal opportunity employer F/M. 
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figures waiting to carry her to a vintage Rolls Royce via a sedan chair. Ms. Jones' stature 
and shaved head recently attracted the attention of Star Trek's Gene Roddenberry, who 
needs a new alien for the crew of the Starship Enterprise when she blasts off again on na- 
tionwide TV next September. Leonard Nimoy seems to have had it with pointed ears .. . 

Musicians were aplenty in the audience of Mink DeVille's recent appearance at New York's 
newest Bowery club, The Great Guildersleeves. Peter Frampton was there with his girl- 
friend Penny McCall, along with members of Cheap Trick, and Eddie & The Hot Rods, who 
were escorted by Spencer Davis. 
DIFFERENT STROKES - In a morning rap session with WNEW-FM's Dave Herman, 
Leonard Cohen described the bizarre beginnings of his professional relationship with 
producer Phil Spector. According to Cohen, Spector held a .45 caliber pistol to his head 
while he was a visitor at the producer's home, demanding that he create something. "Death 
Of A Ladies Man" was the result, and Cohen is still alive and kicking ... Bette Midler will 
embark on a six -city tour of small clubs called "An Intimate Evening With Bette Midler." The 
tour begins November 22, and will cover Vancouver, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chica- 
go, Boston and New York ... Russ Ballard is completing a new album for Epic Records, 
tentatively titled "At The Third Stroke." ... Productions Two, aside from filming Polydor's 
Atlanta Rhythm Section and Casablanca's The Village People for promotional purposes, 
is also planning a film on the story of Phonodisc, Inc. 

phil dimauro 

POINTS WEST - SCREEN ROCK - Motion pictures about the world of rock music seem 
to be on the upswing recently with much of the action happening here in Los Angeles. 
Several major artists are already set for Robert Stigwood's "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band" alone. Other pictures already shooting or scheduled to begin soon include 
"FM," the Irving Azoff film which will now feature Linda Ronstadt in a concert setting as well 
as an acting role, "I Want To Hold Your Hand," "American Hot Wax," "The Wiz," "The 
Buddy Holly Story," "Saturday Night Fever," "Thank God It's Friday," a disco film with 
Donna Summer and the Commodores, "Grease" and "Hair," as well as several other 
music -related films. "American Hot Wax," (based on the life of Alan Freed, the 1950s disc 
jockey credited with first cqining the term "rock and roll"), began production last week and 
has rock and rollers Chuck Berry, Jerry Lee Lewis, Little Richard and Screamin' Jay 
Hawkins, among others, on the set. In the lead role as Freed is Tim McIntire, of Funzone 
and "Aloha, Bobby And Rose." Laraine Newman of "Saturday Night Live" will have the 
female lead ... Meanwhile, on the set of "The Buddy Holly Story," which began filming Nov. 
20, Peter Frampton and other members of the "Sgt. Pepper" cast showed up, since the two 
pictures are filming at the same Culver City studio. Many musicians have reportedly been 
wandering on and off the set offering advice on how best to recreate such Holly classics as 
"That'll Be The Day" and "Peggy Sue." The set was finally closed to prevent further in- 
terruptions in the film's progress. One of the more interesting notes about the proceedings 
is that the songs for the soundtrack are being cut live as they are filmed, therefore 
eliminating the lip -syncing that usually accompanies musical pictures. Leon Russell, Willie 
Nelson and Buddy Miles all are being considered for cameo roles. 

THE SECOND TIME AROUND - What's 
unusual about a Van Morrison single in the 
Cash Box Top 100? Only that the latest one, 
"Moondance," is more than seven years 
old, was not released as a single when the 
album of the same name came out in 1970 
and is not a remake or an updated version. 
A spokesman at Warner Bros. said, "We've 
been waiting for a chance to give a new 
push to the album, so we released the 
single to see if it would make it." "Moon - 
dance" is considered by many to be the 
album which took Morrison from cult 
following status into a wider degree of pop 
acceptance ... A fact unknown to most 
Bruce Roberts' fans is that although his 
album for Elektra/Asylum technically is his 
debut LP, it was Bruce's voice featured on a 

UAYLE IN XMAS SPECIAL - United Art- 
ists recording artist Crystal Gayle (r) posed 
with Dean Martin and actress Linda Lavin 
recently during the taping of Martin's 
Christmas Special which will air December solo album issued several years ago by 

18 on NBC. Donny Bonaduce, then of the Partridge 
Family ... Les Dudek, who got started with the Steve Miller Band, joined his former men- 
tor on stage for the encore tunes at the SMB's Forum concerts . A&M group Budgie 
fostered some unusual reactions at its L.A. debut at the Whisky. The band has never played 
Los Angeles before, but sold out several of the shows and added another night of two 
shows because of ticket demand ... Speaking of Bruce Roberts, could it really be Bruce's 
famed red sneakers which served as inspiration for Elvis Costello's "(The Angels Wanna 
Wear My) Red Shoes?" ... Now that Elvis' Columbia album is out here in the States, he 
seems to be taking off as quickly as he did in England. Less than two months after he was 
signed to a U.S. label, his album was released and entered the Cash Box chart at #109 
bullet. His aim is true. 
BENEFIT TIME - With the Christmas season upon us, benefit concerts are springing up 
all over. Styx is headlining, with Dave Mason, a "Toys For Tots" benefit in Atlanta's 16,000 - 
seat Omni hall Dec. 11. Of those 16,000 seats, 9,000 reportedly were sold out the first day 
tickets went on sale ... Capricorn group Stillwater also will do a "Toys For Tots" concert, 
this one Dec. 1 in Montgomery, Ala. Tickets are going for $1 plus a new toy . .. And the 
Marshall Tucker Band performed Nov. 3 in Evanston, Ill. and raised $32,000 for muscular 
dystrophy. The MTB also did a benefit with Fleetwood Mac last summer for the American 
Heart Association, for which they recently were presented an award by the AHA for their 
services ... Watch for Carlene Carter, daughter of June Carter and Carl Smith, who may 
have an album produced by Nick Lowe (produced Graham Parker and Elvis Costello) or 
Dave Edmunds. She is expected to sign with a label shortly ... Also in the market for a new 
label is the Killer himself Jerry Lee Lewis ... Opera singer Judith Biegen guested last week 
on The Tonight Show. When host Johnny Carson asked her "Do opera records get bullets 
like (pop) records do in Cash Box?" she hastily replied, "What are bullets?" 
MORE ON PUNK - The Stranglers, who had been banned from concerts in Glasgow, 
Scotland, were welcomed with open arms by the city's "district council licensing commit- 
tee." Members of the committee attended a Stranglers concert and reversed their earlier 
decision. "They're great," the councilmen said. "They can come back' to Glasgow any 
time." ... The Sex Pistols aren't having quite as much luck back in their native U.K. A store 
which prominently displayed the group's "Never Mind The Bollocks, Here's The Sex 
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