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FRLNCH KISS - Prior to starting his first U.S. tour with his new band, Capitol recording 
artist Bob Welch took some time out to promote his solo debut album "French Kiss" in 
Britain. Sparked by the Top 10 success of "Sentimental Lady," the first single released 
from the album, the LP was recently certified gold in the U.S. Pictured (l -r) in the back row 
at the EMI Records offices in London are: David Pirie, Capitol advertising representative; 
Brian Shepherd, director, Capitol International; Bhaskar Menon, president and chief ex- 
ecutive officer, Capitol Industries -EMI Inc.; Welch; Terry Slater, creative director, EMI 
Music; and Peter Cadera, Capitol label manager, Germany. In the front row (l -r) are: Deb- 
bie Bennett, press officer, Capitol Records U.K.; Lois Graff, European coordinator, Capitol 
International; and David Munns, general manager, Capitol Records, U.K. 

Noel Gay Organization Aust. Film Deal Inked 
Celebrates 40 Years 
LONDON - The Noel Gay Organization, 
which includes music publishing and artist 
agency, will open celebrations for its 40th 
birthday in 1978 with a dinner for 200 of its 
publishing, recording and media friends 
and associates during MIDEM at Cannes. 
To tie in with the occasion, EMI is releasing 
a double album of recordings marking 
highlights in the company's 40 years, In- 
cluding several from other labels which 
have granted consent. 

During the spring and earlysummer,Noel 
Gay senior executives will be hosting cele- 
bratory occasions during the course of their 
visits to world centers. In lateMay, the com- 
pany will entertain its staff to a riverboat 
dinner on the Thames, and there will be a 
mini -festival of six concerts held at the 
Royal Festival Hall and the Queen Elizabeth 
Hall and the Purcell Room, all within 800 
yards of the Lambeth Walk, whose name 
company founder Noel Gay gave to his 
huge hit in 1938. 

The company is offering a grant in mem- 
ory of Gay to an underprivileged young per- 
son of unusual musical promise, and Lord 
Delfont has agreed to nominate the 
recipients in consultation with the Variety 
Club of Great Britain. 

As a company spokesman said, "Times 
change. It would no longer be advisable to 
echo the overprinting of our 1938 stationery 
'Play a Gay song - book a Gay artist.' One 
thing that does not change is our belief in 
the present and future of the best in British 
talent." 

CBS Signs Hughes 
TORONTO - CBS Records Canada Ltd. 
has announced the signing of former 
Lazarus member, Bill Hughes, to a long- 
term recording contract. Hughes, a native 
Texan, hopes to make Canada his home 
base, and will apply for Canadian 
citizenship. 

The contract marks the first time any act 
signed by the Canadian affiliate of CBS has 
received a guaranteed American release 
and full tour support from its parent com- 
pany. At a reception held for the signing in 
Toronto's Prince Hotel, Hughes said that he 
intends to record in March or April, prob- 
ably in Los Angeles. 

Klugh Gets Jazz Award 
JAPAN - Blue Note recording artist Earl 
Klugh has been awarded the "1977 Best 
Recording Award For Performance and 
Sound" for his album "Finger Painting" by 
"Swing Journal," a Japanese jazz 
magazine. 

LOS ANGELES - Trans -Atlantic Enter- 
prises has signed an exclusive music 
publishing deal with Interworld Music 
Group on six films. The films, all co - 
executive produced by Trans -Atlantic 
president Robert Kline and Trans -Atlantic 
vice president Preston Fischer, were shot 
entirely on location in Sydney, Australia in 
association with the Australian Broad- 
casting Commission. The films will soon be 
made available for theatrical and tele- 
vision release outside of Australia. 

Eclipse 12 Inch Single 
Receives Intl. Release 
MONTREAL - Manager Paul Levesque 
and Direction Records have cooperated in 
a venture which resulted in the international 
release and favorable response to a debut 
single by the Montreal -based band, 
Eclipse. 

The single, a cover version of the Kinks' 
"You Really Got Me," was released as a 12 - 
inch disco record, and taken to Musexpo in 
Miami, where several international deals 
were culminated. 

The single is due to be released by CBS 
in the U.K., in Spain by Discos Columbia, in 
Italy on Riffi Records, in Brazil by Tape Car, 
and by RCA in France, Australia, New 
Zealand, Holland and Belgium. 

Ixtlan Signs Dist. Pact 
With JC Enterprises 
TORONTO - The Toronto -based com- 
pany, lxtlan Records and Promotions, has 
announced the appointment of Rob 
Mearns as head of its promotional division. 
Mearns, formerly with RPM Magazine, will 
handle independent promotion for clients, 
as well as promotion for lxtlan product. 

The company also announced it has en- 
tered into an agreement with JC Enter- 
prises for distribution of Ixtlan product in 
Canada. An initial four -single release is due 
shortly, which includes Ron Baumber's 
"Duncan And The Devil," Melissa Peder- 
sen's "Changin' Featers," "Come To Me" by 
Barry Haggerty, and a re-release of the 
Peter Mathieson single, "Heaven Help The 
Fool" (originally the B side on the initial 
release). 

The label also announced that Ron 
Baumber has signed a new managerial 
contract with Maureen McWilliams, based 
out of Brampton, Ontario. Baumber also 
has a new band called Dealer, with mem- 
bers from Choya and the Marc Jordan 
Band joining him. Baumber's debut album, 
"China Doll," has been enjoying strong air- 
play' in both Florida and Michigan. 

Island Product To Benefit In 
Canada From RCA Promotion 

by Kirk LaPointe 
TORONTO - While quarterly figures have 
not yet been compiled, RCA promotion of 
Island product in Canada has brought the 
label unprecedented success in this coun- 
try. 

Although Island's New York offices in- 
dicated satisfaction with product promo- 
tion prior to the recent agreement with 
RCA, a New York spokesman for Island 
said this week the label's sales record will 
be "substantially higher" when first-quarter 
returns from the pact with RCA are com- 
piled. 

Chas Comet said that RCA has provided 
a "well-oiled machine" to promote Island 
product since the licensing arrangement at 
the end of September. "Basically, with the 
type of roster we have, we needed much 
more concentration on the Montreal mar- 
ket. RCA are quite strong, all across Cana- 
da, and especially in Montreal," Comet 
said. 

"Linda Dawe (national promotional 
manager for RCA) has been particularly ef- 
fective in opening up new markets for us in 
Canada since the arrangement," Comet 
said. "Her work has been invaluable to the 
label. What we did not realize before the 
deal with RCA was that most of Canada's 
record sales are centered in Monteal. RCA 
provided a strong chain of branch offices to 
promote our product. 

"Our type of roster is rather diversified 
and is difficult to promote properly. We 
found RCA to be quite keen on new wave 
acts, as seen by their strong promotion of 

Peter Knight To Start 
Catalyst Consultants 
LONDON - Following his departure from 
NEMSRecords, Peter Knight Jr. will start his 
own firm, Catalyst Music Consultants Ltd., 
to represent the interests of foreign record 
companies in the U.K. Knight intends to 
handle foreign producers and composers, 
beginning with producers Irving Martin, 
Richie Tattersall and Jon Samuel's 
Stairway Records, and composers Peter 
Oliver, Jimmy Winston and Mike Maxwell. 
Commenting on the new venture, Knight 
said, "In my experience, one of the most 
prevalent problems in the music business 
is that of communication. I feel my new ven- 
ture will be able to solve this on my clients' 
behalf." Knight will be making new contacts 
at MIDEM this year. 

Knight entered the music business in 
1957, joining Pye Records in 1959 as an 
assistant producer, becoming international 
manager in 1963. He then gained European 
experience working for Stigwood Yaskiel 
International in Hamburg, before returning 
to London in 1968 to become A&R con- 
troller of Polydor Records. It was during this 
period that Knight co -produced the Lon- 
don cast album of "Hair." In 1974 he set up 
Larry Uttal's Private Stock label in London, 
before joining NEMS. Knight is currently 
seeking London office accomodation, but 
in the interim period can be contacted at 
01-794-7640. 

Eddie And The Hot Rods recently. They are 
also getting the Reggae music to the Cana- 
dian market quite effectively. Toronto's 
Jamaican community has always bought 
the records, but now RCA is making con- 
siderable inroads in the Montreal market," 
Comet said. 

Comet also announced that Island had 
signed a licensing arrangement with EMI in 
Britain the week earlier. "These agree- 
ments are proving to be quite successful for 
us. The broad base of companies like EMI 
and RCA in particular countries makes our 
product much more accessible to con- 
sumers." 

Comet indicated that Island may soon 
have its first gold record in Canada, the 
Grace Jones release, "Portfolio." He also 
expects good reaction to new product from 
Bob Marley ("Exodus," released in the 
summer) and the Ian Gillan Band. 

While the label maintains a contract with 
its former press agent in Canada, Stuart 
Raven -Hill, for press/artist relations when 
Island acts are in the country, Comet in- 
dicates that RCA is being given a carte 
blanche to experiment with new promotion 
ideas. 

Comet said that more Island artists will 
tour Canada this coming year than ever 
before. He expects another Eddie And The 
Hot Rods tour, one by the Ian Gillan Band, 
and a Bob Marley tour during the summer. 
Marley is now working on his next album, 
"Kaya" (a euphemism for ganja, and the 
substance from the coconut husk), and 
release is likely by April. 

Metrosound Named Dist. 
For Crystal Direct Cuts 
LONDON - Metrosound Audio Products 
Limited have been appointed as U.K. dis- 
tributors for the range of Direct Cut records 
produced by Crystal Clear Records of San 
Francisco. 

Apart from the four records which are 
already in limited circulation - Laurindo 
Almeida, Charlie Byrd, Direct Disco and 
San Francisco Ltd - two new releases are 
being issued in the new year. 

The first is a single by Peter Nero entitled 
"The Wiz" and the second is an organ 
recital album by Virgil Fox. 

Metrosound intends to distribute the 
records through hi-fi outlets and specialist 
record shops and will be promoting the 
range through audio magazines and with 
point -of -sale displays. 

Damron Signed To RCA 
TORONTO - Dick Damron has been 
signed to a recording contract with RCA 
Records of Canada. Damron, winner of last 
year's Big Country Music Award as Cana- 
dian Country Singer of the Year, is a native 
of Alberta, and will release a new single and 
album within a few months. 

Jack Feeney, president of Sunbury/Dun- 
bar Publishing, announced that Damron, 
formerly on Condor Records, has signed a 
publishing agreement with Sunbury/Dun- 
bar. 

ASHER HONORED - M. Richard Asher, president of CBS Records International, has 
been chose as honoree for the 1978 Anti -Defamation League of the B'nai B'rith Luncheon, 
set for Feb. 24 at the Waldorf-Astoria. Pictured (l -r) are: Sy Leslie, co-chairman, music and 
performing arts committee; Toby Pieniek, co-chairman; Asher; Ira Moss, co-chairman, 
and Ken Rosenblum, president, B'nai B'rith music and performing arts lodge. 
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