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SINGLES 
EARTH, WIND & FIRE, "SERPENTINE FIRE" 

0(prod. by Maurice White) (writers: 
M. White -V. White -S. Burke) (Ka - 
limbo, ASCAP) (3:42). The sound is 
the thing here, with percussion, 
guitars and brass creating an in- 
fectious rhythmic environment for a 
basic, frequently -repeated lyric. It 
should follow EW&F's past hit pat- 
tern. Columbia 3-10625. 

ABBA, "MONEY, MONEY, MONEY" .(prod. by 
Benny Andersson & Bjorn Ulvaeus) 
(writers: same as prod.) (Artwork, 
ASCAP) (3:05). Perhaps ABBA's most 
complex yet, this single combines 
Brecht -Weill overtones with a typi- 
cally sound ABBA pop structure. The 
ironic lyric goes well with a haunt- 
ing, music -hall -style tune. Atlantic 
3434. 

EMOTIONS, "DON'T ASK MY NEIGHBORS" 
(prod. by Maurice White) (writer: S. 
Scarborough) (Unichappell, BMI) 
(3:33). Following a fine number one 
hit, "Best Of My Love," this ballad 
should solidify the Emotions' place 
on pop and r&b lists. The vocal work 
is outstanding, and conveys a sin- 
cerity that lovers everywhere should 
appreciate. Columbia 3-10622. 

DARYL HALL & JOHN OATES, "WHY DO 0 LOVERS (BREAK EACH OTHER'S 
HEART?)" (prod. by Christopher 
Bond) (writers: D. Hall -S. Allen) (Hot- 
Cha/Unichappell, BMI) (3:13). This 
loping rock song in 3/4 time blends 
a timeless question with the duo's 
proved pop flair. The guitar work, 
which dominates the sound, is a 
valuable addition. RCA 11132. 

SLEEPERS 
RAM JAM, "KEEP YOUR HANDS ON THE 

WHEEL" (prod. by Kasenetz & Katz) 
(writers: Millius-Graves) (Adbredar, 
ASCAP) (2:45). If "Black Betty" was 
one of the year's most gratifying 
examples of a good song rising to 
the top, this follow-up should show 
Ram Jam is no fluke. Their alle- 
giance to rock is unswerving, their 
humor intact. Epic 8-50451. 

BOB WELCH, "SENTIMENTAL LADY" (prod. by 
OLindsey Buckingham & Christine 
McVie) (writer: Welch) (WB, ASCAP) 
(2:51). The Fleetwood Mac original 
has been an FM favorite for years, 
and Welch's version of his own 
song (with Christine McVie helping 
on vocals) should do much to estab- 
lish his solo career with pop audi- 
ences. Capitol 4479. 

LYNNE, "DOIN' THAT CRAZY TI- ING" 
(prod. by Jeff Lynne) (writer: Lynne) 
(Unart/Jet, BMI) (3:25). The ELO 
leader's solo effort is indeed a disco 
record, but with the sort of added 
effects one would expect-phased 
vocals, unusual keyboard instrumen- 
tation, and a sense of humor that 
could enliven the genre. Jet 1060 
(UA). 

FLOWER, "RUN TO ME" (prod. by Stuart Alan 
II:pLove & David Chackler) (writers: B., 
M. & R. Gibb) (Casserole/Front- 
wheel/Unichappell, EMI) (3:20). A 
new artist makes her debut with a 
smooth cover of the Bee Gees hit, 
the lyrics having been modified a 
bit. It should find favor with both 
MOR and pop audiences this sea- 
son. United Artists 1092. 

JEFF 

AL BUMS 
LEO SAYER, "THUNDER IN MY HEART." 
Emerging from near obscurity to a 
platinum status artist with his last Ip, 
Sayer has come a long way during the 
past year. That success should be 
furthered with this second collabora- 
tion with producer Richard Perry. The 
title song is already scoring with its 
very appealing, semi -disco beat. War- 
ner Bros. BSK 3089 (6.981. 

CARPENTERS, "PASSAGE." This long 
awaited set from the duo touches on 
tradit:Dnal Carpenters tunes ("I Just 
Fall Iv Love Again"), but is noteworthy 
for the way it branches out in both 
material and production. Klaatu's 
"Calling Occupants" is a departure as 
is "Man Smart, Woman Smarter" (re- 
cently covered by Robert Palmer). A&M 
SP -4703 (7.98). 

RANDY NEWMAN, "LITTLE CRIMINALS." 
it's always worth waiting for a new 
Randy Newman album. After a period 
of almost three years marked by only 
infrequent appearances; he has finally 
re-emerged with another collection of 
new songs. "Short People" and "Sig- 
mund Freud " should be a couple 
of the instant favorites. Warner Bros. 
BSK 3079 (6.98). 

BILLY JOEL, "THE STRANGER." With an 
opus titled "Scenes From An Italian 
Restaurant" as the centerpiece, Joel's 
latest ip stands to be his biggest to 
date. Comparisons will once again be 
made to Elton John and maybe even 
Peter Alien as he fuses lyric and mel- 
ody into a series of forceful statements. 
Watch for "Just the Way You Are." 
Columbia .IC 34987 (7.98). 
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