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NEW BOOKING COMBINE LOOMS 
Iodice, Sennes, Hiller and 
Daniels Reported Involved 
In Set -Up Offering 40 Weeks 
Org To Operate Out of New York; Major Offices Skeptical 

(Continued from page 3) 
Iodice has about 20 weeks in and 
around Michigan. Sennes has about 
12 weeks thruout Ohio, West Virginia 
and Buffalo. Joe Hiller has about 10 
weeks in and around Pittsburgh and 
Joe Daniels has about 15 weeks on 
the Coast and the Northwest regions. 
A man will be brought in to take care 
of the Chicago area, but, like the New 
York rep, no decision has been made. 

Plan is an outgrowth of the dis- 
satisfaction arising out of the net 
deals by some of the major talent of- 
fices that left local bookers out in the 
cold. Net deals are no longer a major 
problem except where the big -name 
acts are concerned. Real headache 
now is the inability or difficulty of 
getting splits on standard or semi - 
name acts sought by indie bookers 
for their various spots. 

Bookers' Beef 
Bookers' big beef is the charge that 

the large offices will not submit their 
acts to the bookers, preferring to 
make their offers direct. This leaves 
the bookers in a tough spot to collect 
splits, and with business getting 
tougher every day indies see no reason 
why they should forego their cuts. 

Insiders say that if the org is 
capable of getting started it may 
eventually cause a dent in the big 
offices, because acts which can get a 
minimum of 40 weeks, will obviously 
sign with the new outfit. 

Major talent offices pooh-poohed 
the potential competition. They said 
Iodice has only one week at the 
Bowery for any real act and the rest 
is small stuff. Sennes, they said, has 
two to four weeks at the Beverly 
Hills Country Club, while the rest of 
his spots call for $150 top. Hiller has 
the William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
and the rest of his clubs are small 

TD Sets New Record 
At Orpheum, Mpls. 

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct, 11.-Tommy 
Dorsey's ork set a new house record 
at RKO Orpheum here (2,880 seats) 
for the week ended Wednesday (8) 
with a gross of $32,500 to beat his own 
former house record of $29,500 set 
in 1943. 

TD show, first flesher at house 
since last March, indicated hunger of 
local customers for stageshows. On 
closing night house had to turn away 
customers, shutting down the box of- 
fice before 9 p.m. On Saturday and 
Sunday the standees set a new record 
for waiting time. Pic was Riff Raff. 

Tex Beneke's Glenn Miller band 
opened yesterday for one -week run 
at Radio City Theater (4,000 seats). 

budget operations. Big offices admit 
that, while the jobs offered would 
not lure the $750 to $2,000 performers, 
they might attract the $100 to $350 
act. It was emphasized, however, 
that it was almost impossible to move 
the lower bracket acts and if they 
could do better with other offices, 
they were free to do so. 

2 A.M. Dance Bill Okayed 
SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 11.-Board 

of supervisors has okayed an ordi- 
nance permitting the police depart- 
ment to allow holders of night club 
permits to allow dancing until 2 a.m., 
provided chief of police concurs. Local 
regulations now call for a 1 a.m. 
closing. 

Panto -Platters 
Invade Combo, 

Single Fields 

Two Maxies Take 
Licking in Date 
At Newark Adams 
NEW YORK, Oct. 11.-The Baer - 

Rosenbloom package took it on the 
chin at the Newark Adams Theater 
the week of October 2. Flesher went 
in on a straight split, but after the 
totals were tallied the take was $14,- 
000. Out of that the house got $7,000 
and Baer and Rosenbloom $7,000. 

Show with Bonnie Baker, the Jans- 
leys, Floria Vestoff and Art Mooney 
band, cost $6,000. That left the two 
Maxies with $1,000 to split between 
them. Working in cafes the two 
guys usually get $3,000-$4,000. 

(Continued from page 3) 
of a number of singles and duos com- 
ing up. The acts are similar to rec- 
ord -panto teams and singles which 
started in vaude five years ago, ex- 
cept that the lounge platter -panto 
turns are equipped with libraries 
running up to 80 records, which they 
have worked out, with plenty of 
props thrown in to carry out the 
illusion. One booker reported a sin- 
gle, who is grabbing off $250 weekly, 
with the other two considerably un- 
der that figure. Cocktail lounge time 
schedules are rough on record -panto 
acts. Most Midwest lounges operate 
on the . half-hour on, half-hour off 
schedule, four to six hours nightly 
so that record -panto acts must have 
a much larger repertoire for lounge 
work than was needed for vaude. 

Approximately 18 vaude-type units 
have worked a number of record - 
panto bits, ranging from five to 20 
numbers, into their acts. Sidemen in 
the units find the record -panto rou- 
tines* a worth -while addition, not 
only because an act which has such 
talent can add from $75 to $125 
weekly to its take, but also because 
the record-impreshes make it possible 
to discard their instruments for a 
short time and better pace their pro- 
grams. Bookers reported that up to 
now most cocktail outfits using rec- 
ords are working with disks which 
lack originality, featuring ditties like 
the Andrews Sisters' Sonny Boy and 
numbers by Jerry Colonna and Betty 
Hutton, which are heard too often, so 
they are urging their talent to find 
new platters as the basis of their 
mimickry. 

Several spots are swinging heavily 
to the record -panto trend, with the 
Dome Stables, Chicago, currently 
headlining a platter -panto single and 
a unit, which uses a majority of the 
same kind of numbers. Op reports 
that the swing to record -panto has 
revived interest in his spot. Andy 
and Gus Mavros, ops of the Kentucky 
Lounge, major Chi spot, are trying 
a record single, Ronnie Eastman, 
starting in two weeks, where pre- 
viously the lounge never' used any 
entertainment under a three-piece 
combo. 

Platter acts are still hampered 
financially by the Local 10, AFM 
ruling, which demands that any act, 
even one made up entirely of AFM 
members, must hire an AFM member 
at scale to turn the panto -platters. 

Interest in Fleshers 
Gaining in Detroit 

DETROIT, Oct. 11.-Interest in 
stageshows among Detroit theaters is 
strong but tentative at present. The 
only house slated to play on a regular 
stageshow basis this season will be 
the Paradise, where major Negro at- 
tractions and first -run films will have 
a season of 25 weeks. 

Duke Theater, a Wisper & Wets - 
man house, is using Negro stage - 
shows three nights a week and an 
amateur show on a fourth night. On 
the other hand, the Paradise has 
dropped its amateur shows, which 
were an added attraction last year. 

Downtown and Michigan theaters 
are slated to use a few weeks of 
stage shows during the winter, but 
present plans indicate that this will 
be strictly on an intermittent basis. 

Several neighborhood theaters, the 
De Luxe, operated by Rosen & Fine, 
and the Allen Park, operated by 
Nicholas George, are experimenting 
with stage shows occasionally. 

Fern Impersonators 
Irk Florida Court 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla., Oct. 11. - 
Florida Supreme 'Court has upheld 
the closing of the Club Ha Ha in 
Broward County, on Florida's Gold 
Coast, as a public nuisance_because of 
the preponderance of female imper- 
sonators in the club. However, the de- 
cision was made without prejudice 
to the operators (Charles "Babe" 
Baker and the Federal Amusement 
Company) to apply for a modification 
of the injunction against "lewd, in- 
decent or nasty" performances. 

There is no lawful objection to men 
impersonating women, the court said, 
but "the lawful evidence presents a 
dirty picture; the Ha Ha Club looks 
as if it were a cross between a honky- 
tonk and a speakeasy. . . . The fact 
that it is alleged to have been fre- 
quented by governors, senators, 
county officers and others of respon- 
sible status does not help it." 

802 and Ops 
In Deadlock. 
On Stand-Bys 
Theaters Claim Petrillo's OK 

NEW YORK, Oct. 11.-Huddle be- 
tween major theater ops and a com- 
mittee from Local 802, American 
Federation of Musicians (AFM), 
Wednesday (8) culminated in a stale- 
mate, with neither side giving way 
on the issue of stand-bys. 

The theater ops, Bob Weitman 
(Paramount), . Oscar Dobb (Metro) 
and Frank Phelps (Warner) con- 
tend they had been told flatly by 
James C. Petrillo, AFM topper, not 
to pay the stand-by fees. The local 
denied that such instructions had ever 
been issued and said the theater men 
must be victims of a misunderstand- 
ing. Ops retorted that if there was 
a misunderstanding, 802 had better 
take it up with Petrillo. So far, 
the operators said, they were acting 
legally and on instructions from the 
AFM national office. 

Union insiders insist that if it comes 
to a showdown, Petrillo will back the 
local. In any case, Dick McCann, 802 
prexy; Charles Iucci, 802 secretary, 
and Hyman Jaffe, executive board 
member, left for Chicago for a hurried 
conference with national AFM. Next 
confab with New York theater ops is 
set for Friday (17). 

New Vaude House 
For New Britain 

HARTFORD, Conn., Oct. 11.- 
Glackin and LeWitt Theaters, operat- 
ing film houses in Connecticut, have 
decided to build a 1,000 -seat vaude- 
movie house in near -by New Britain. 
Starting date on construction hasn't 
been announced. 

The only vaude-flick house now 
operating in this area is the 4,000 -seat 
State, in Hartford. 

Olsen and Johnson 
Set Hawaiian Tour 
CHICAGO, Oct. 11. - Olsen and 

Johnson, plus a company of seven 
stooges, and three supporting acts, 
will pocket $15,000 plus all trans- 
portation and living costs when they 
take a two-week trip to the Hawaiian 
Islands during the middle of Novem- 
ber. Booked by Victor Rickey and 
Tom Kettering, of Frederick Bros. 
act section, the Olsen and Johnson 
show will work 'November 22 to 30 
in a tour of the Islands, with promo- 
tion being handled by private Ha- 
waiian promoters. 

Initial plans _ called for the troupe 
to travel by air, but present plans 
call for a steamer trip to the Islands. 

Cornell Rhythm Seminars 
NEW YORK, Oct. 11.-Jazz, folk 

music and modern classic indivi- 
dualists are being invited to lecture 
before the Cornell Rhythm Club, a 
university org to promote under- 
standing of modern music. Duke 
Ellington, Dizzy Gillespie, the Colle- 
giate Chorale, the Hootenanys, Burl 
Ives, Hazel Scott and Stan Kenton 
are on the agenda this coming se- 
mester. 

Rambeau Leaves Lookout 
CINCINNATI, Oct. 11.-Clay A. 

Rambeau, managing director of the 
Lookout House, Covington, Ky., since 
his release from the army air corps 
over two years ago, resigned that 
post effective September 28. He 
plans to return to the hotel business. 
Before the war Rambeau was as- 
sociated with the Hotel Alms, sur- 
burban hostelry, as assistant man- 
ager and manager of the hotel's Club 
Village.nitery. 
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