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Atl in U.K. Urges Mfrs 
Unite to Smash Piracy 

By BRIAN BLEVINS 

LONDON -Atlantic Records 
in the U.K. last week initiated a 
move to enlist the aid of all 
labels to eradicate bootlegging. 
The action was sparked by the 
appearance in shops of illicit 
product by one of the label's 
strongest selling acts, Led Zep- 
pelin. 

Atlantic European manager 
Phil Carson, in a letter to all 
company managing directors 
here, stated that "since any re- 
tailer selling a bootleg album to 
the public is defrauding the rec- 
ord company, the artist and his 
fellow dealers of their legitimate 
income, I feel that it is now 
time that we took very positive 
action." 

Carson's primary proposal was 
that all retailers discovered deal- 
ing in pirated product be cut off 
by all manufacturers of any legal 
product, thereby forcing closure 
when stock dwindles. 

In his letter, Carson claims to 
have evidence that two London 
dealers openly advertised their 
stocks of pirated albums, and 
suggested that penalties be levied 
on them immediately unless the 
two outlets curtailed their activ- 
ity in this area. 

0 
In New York City, Nesuhi 

Ertegun and Jerry Wexler, At- 
lantic vice- presidents, stressed 
the necessity of curing rampant 
bootlegging in the U.S. and 
abroad. 

Ertegun said: "We are facing 
a monster. All labels must take 
action. The industry needs the 
help of Federal law. . . We 
need the help of Congress." 

Wexler, noting that Atlantic 
had notified distributors some 
time ago that it would cut off 
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Historical Opry Fete Will 
Feature 200 Top Artists 

NASHVILLE - Nearly 200 
"name" artists will appear at 
scheduled shows and parties of 
the "Grand Ole Opry" Birthday 
Celebration here this week (Oct. 
15 -17). 

The official functions of the 
occasion, those sanctioned by 
host WSM, will bring the great- 
est number of performers ever 
to the Municipal Auditorium. In 
addition to this, virtually all of 
the 56 acts of the "Opry" will 
be on hand, both for a "spec- 
tacular" at a Thursday luncheon. 

By BILL WILLIAMS 
and for the actual birthday ob- 
servance on Saturday night. The 
program, the oldest now in the 
history of American radio, is 
celebrating its 45th anniversary. 
On hand from the first -year cast 
will be Alcyon Bate Beasley, 
Burt Hutcherson, Sam & Kirk 
McGee, the Crook Brothers and 
the Fruit Jar Drinkers. 

Also present will be the mu- 
sical giants of today. In addition 
to those functions listed as of- 
ficial. there is the Country Music 
Association convention, which 

Banner MIDEM for '71 Seen 
PARIS - The Fifth Interna- 

tional Record and Music Pub- 
lishing Market, scheduled for 
the Palais des Festivals et des 
Congres in Cannes. Jan. 17 -22, 
1971, promises to be the busiest 
and best attended so far. 

Despite cuts in the subsidy 
given to British participants by 
the Board of Trade, there have 
been more than 70 reservations 
already from British companies 

Pará s Baunach Calls Area 
Record Hit 'Historic Oddity' 

By CLAUDE HALL. 

NEW YORK -The regional 
record hit has virtually become 
a historic oddity, according to 
Larry Baunach, eastern market- 
ing director for Paramount Rec- 
ords. One of the reasons is that 
many Top 40 radio program di- 
rectors feel that a record by a 
new artist is a tune -out factor. 
"Too many radio stations today 
-though interested in checking 
sales figures of a record and in 
records that they like personally 
-are much more inclined to 
wait and see whether a new rec- 
ord shows signs of becoming a 
national hit before playing it," 
he said, and added that this 

trend, which is proving harmful 
to the development of new art- 
ists, has spread even into second- 
ary markets. 

"There used to be at least 100 
radio stations you could count 
on to help expose new product. 
Now, I would estimate there are 
really only five or six. Some sta- 
tions will say: 'Hey, I want to 
go on new records!' and then 
show you one record by an un- 
known artist that they are play- 
ing. They used to show you five 
or six records like this." 

Even an artist who's just com- 
ing off a hit record is not neces- 
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Br MIKE HENNESSEY 
-many more than from any 
other country. 

More than half of the 368 
air -conditioned, sound- insulated 
bureaus have already been re- 
served. 

Bernard Cheery said: "When 
MIDEM was first created in 
1967 there was considerable 
skepticism. However, its success 
has more than justified its exist- 
ence. There is little question 
that it fulfills a real need in the 
entertainment industry, and 1 am 
delighted to feel that our efforts 
have contributed towards the 
growth of the industry in gen- 
eral." 

MGM Pitch 
On 'Top 40` 

By ELIO"! 'l'IEGEI. 

LOS ANGELES -In the larg- 
est buy made on the three- 
month-old syndicated radio show, 
"American Top 40," MGM Rec- 
ords has purchased all availabili- 
ties on the weekly, three -hour 
radio show for the next six 
weeks. The program, now airing 
in 30 markets, is produced for 
Watermark, Inc. by Tom Rounds, 
Casey Kasem and Don Bustany, 
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There will be no Classical 
MIDEM in 1971 since this event 
has now been put on a once- 
every- two -years basis. It will be 
held Jan. 8.13, 1972, in con- 
junction with the International 
Music Council of UNESCO. 

The 1971 MIDEM will pre- 
sent three galas, one featuring 
successful pop groups, one fea- 
turing new talent, and a final 
gala with top international tal- 
ent. 

includes the Wednesday night 
telecasting of the Kraft Awards 
Show on NBC, hosted by Ernie 
Ford. This will be followed on 
Friday night by the CMA ban- 
quet and show. Also, throughout 
the week, there will be numerous 
private parties, the largest of 
which are hosted by the per- 
formance rights organizations. 

An innovation this year is the 
establishment of the Country 
Music Songwriters Hall of 
Fame, which is scheduled for 
Monday (12). 

On Thursday, the general 
membership meeting of the 
CMA will be held, at which time 
a new slate of directors will be 
named. 

The first official function will 
be the WSM luncheon at noon 
Thursday, followed by its fast - 
paced spectacular. Those sched- 
uled to take part in this are: 
Roy Acuff, Bill Anderson, Ernie 
Ashworth, Margie Bowes, Jim 
Ed Brown, Archie Campbell, 
the Carlistes, Wilma Lee & 
Stoney Cooper, the Crook Broth- 
ers, Skeeter Davis, Roy Drusky, 
Lester Flalt, Fruit Jar Drinkers, 
Tompall and the Glaser Broth - 
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LP's High Session Cost Seen 
Raising Rock Singles' Output 

By MIKE GROSS 

NEW YORK -The high cost since it, too, will be cheaper to 
of producing contemporary rock record than an album. "The 
albums will bring a surge in rock EP," he pointed out, "has al- 
singles output. That's the pre- ready made a dent in the En- 
diction of Kevin Eggers, presi- 
dent and founder of Poppy Rec- 
ords, label manufactured and 
distributed by RCA. 

Since recording costs for al- 
bums have soared to the 525,000- 
$50,000 bracket, Eggers figures 
that record companies as well as 
their contemporary artists will be 
leaning more and more toward 
single releases. He also sees a 
comeback of the EP record here 

glish market. 
Another factor indicating a 

moveover to singles by rock art- 
ists, according to Eggers, is the 
opening of AM Top 40 stations 
to contemporary product. "Here- 
tofore," he said, "'new music' 
was confined to FM and under- 
ground stations but lately we've 
seen important AM and Top 40 
outlets go for rock releases and 
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Youngbloods, 
Their first new album in a long time Raccoon /Warners #1878. And on Warner Bros. 

The 
Tapes distributed by Ampex. 
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