
General News 

RIAA 1972 Report: Pop & Classics Favored 
industry Near $2 Bí/ By Cassette Users: Study NEW YORK- Combined record 
and tape sales. at list price value. 
amounted to $1.924 billion in 1972 
compared with 91.744 billion in 1971. 
according to the RIAA. 

Record sales in 1972 soared to a new 
high of$1.383 billion, an increase of 11 

percent over the previous year. Of this 
total, album sales increased 11 percent 
from 51.086 billion in 1971 to $1.203 
billion last year. Sales of singles rose 9 

percent, from $165 million toS181mil- 
lion last year. 

Total .ales of pre -recorded tapes 

jumped 10 percent in 1972. totalling 
$541 million last year compared with 
5493 million the year before. Sales of 8- 
track cartridges reached $425 million. 
up 10 percent from the 1971 total of 
$385 million. Pre- recorded cassette 
volume rose 6 percent to $102 million 
from the 1971 total of $96 million. 
Reel -to reel tape sales declined from 
512 million in 1971 to 58 million last 
year. 

Sales of quadraphonic tapes 18 -lack 
and reel-te- reel). totalling $6 million. 
were reported for the first ime in 1972. 

Soul Single Import Stirs 
Duplicators; Gets $2 to $3 

By RADCLIFFE JOE 

NEW YORK -An imported soul 
single. "Soul Makossa," is fetching a 

record price of between $2 and S3 in 

New York record shops because of its 
unprecedented popularity in the black 
community. 

The record's popularity and in black 

CTI Firm Shuts 
Calif. Office 

NEW YORK -Cartridge Television 
inc., manufacturers of the Canriviaion 
videocassette system, has closed its 
Pale Alto. Calif. marketing and admin- 

istrative office. throwing some 300 em- 
ployees out of jobs. 

The company has also halted 
planned production of its "stand -al- 
one" TVC player, "pending further 
market developments." 

According to sources close to CTI. 
the Palo Alto facilities will be consoli- 
dated into the firm's manufacturing 
plant at San Jose. Calif. One hundred 
and twenty people front the Palo Alto 
facility will be moved to San Jose. 

market demand is also causing alleged 
widespread illegal duplica tins and dis- 
tribution, and has to far resulted in a 

raid spearheaded by Eugene Gold, 
Brooklyn district attorney. on Town 
Hall Records and Romaba Records, 
both of Brooklyn. 

The raids also resulted in the seizure 
of 1.500 allegedly counterfeited copies 
of "Soul Makossa" at Town Hall 
Records, and the arrest, on a mis- 
demeanor, of Town Hall president. 
Ben Reminick. 

According to Gold,. the raid on Ro. 
eraha, which was allegedly used as the 
pressing plant. resulted in the seizure 
of 1,000 allegedly illegally duplicated 
records, 1.000 labels, and a master of 
Soul Makossa, as well as the indict- 
ment on a felony charge of Bobbie 
Robinson of Bobbie's Record Center 
in Harlem. 

Bows kt Europe 

Soul Makossa. published and re 

leased in Europe exclusively by Societe 
Fmecais du Son, war written and per- 
formed by African entertainer. Manu 
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Columbia Stages `Week to 
Remember' Concerts in L.A. 

LOS ANGELES -Columbia Rec- 
ords' 95 percent sold -out "Week 
to Remember" at the Music Center 
here is reviewed for all seven. concerts 
by the Billboard Los Angeles staff. 

Sunday 
Opening night offered a decidedly 

mixed bag of performers. Renowned 
harpsichordist Anthony Newman be- 
gan the evening on a classically lovely 
and controlled note. Loudon Wain- 
wright Ill filled his allowed 45 min- 
utes with songs of unrequited love. 
deeds left undone and decaying 
skunks. He exhibited a true magician's 
gill and transmogrified a cauldron of 
unpleasant human.frailties into songs 
of uncommon humor and style. His 
somewhat shy and bemused stage 
manners only served as further endcar- 
meets. 

The bulk of the SRO audience had 
obviously been drawn by the instru- 
mental explorations of the Meha- 
vishnu Orchestra. Their music seemed 
almost self-propelled, as if any other 
progressions would he unthinkable. 
Accomplished m 

u 
all. special 

recognition must be given to John 
McLaughlin. who managed to say 
more in one guitar lick than most per- 
formers can with a whole bookful of 
lyrics. 

'Monday 
This was an evening designed to 

showcase several forms of black music. 
Thehouse was not sold out. Billy Paul 
and the Staple Singers received a grand 
reception from the mostly adult au. 
dience: Johnny Nash did not. Which is 
not to say that Nashs performance 

wasn't as exciting or professionally 
done as the two others. It was. but the 
majority black audience was timed off 
by Nash's eight -piece white band and 
his reggae material. which is neither 
soul nor rock, but a middle ground 
which has yet to ingratiate itself with 
black American listeners. 

Billy Paul demonstrated a bagfull of 
vocal skills' from gliding vibrato to re- 
peat phrases. like veteran jazz singers, 

/Caminued on page 14) 

NEW YORK -Consumers who use 
blank cassettes for the taping of their 
own music, as well as those who buy 
prerecorded cassettes. favor classical 
and popular music. amending to infor- 
mation released by Leisure Time Re. 
search, a division of Audits & Surveys. 
Inc. 

Rock and country buffs, according 
to the survey, tape their music on 8- 
track blanks. Consumers in the rock 
and country categories also buy most 

of their prerecorded music in the 8- 
track format. 

The percentage breakdown of music 
preferences according to tape configu- 
rations is, for cassette customers. 30 
percent to popular music. with 29 per- 
cent choosing rock. 20 percent going to 
classical. 13 percent for country, and 3 

percent for show tunes. 
Among 8 -track customers. 34 per. 

cent chose rock music. 26 percent se- 
lected popular music. 20 percent 

High Court Upholds 
Format Hearings 

Bs i111.UREO 1131.1. 

WASHINGTON The U.S. Court the lone outlet of its type in me Toledo 
of Appeals here has upheld the right ot area. The station was sold by Twin 
a citizens' group to demand a hearing States Broadcasting. Inc., to Mid - 
from the Federal Communications western Broadcasting. owner of a Top 
Commission on the dropping of a pro- 40 Toledo AM (WOHO). who" 
gressive rock format in the course of a switched to a MOR format. changing 
radio station sale to a new owner who the call letters to WXEZ. The FCC 
proposed a switch to Easy Listening granted the transfer of WGLN -FM 
music. without a hearing. and denied petitions 

The court opinion also emphasized for hearings by the Citizens Committee 
the need to hear "music minority" to Keep Progressive Rock. which is 

pleas in basic format changes where no represented by attorney Tracy Westen 
alternate source is available-as the ' of the Stem Community Law firm here 
court ruled in the precedenial classical (Billboard. Aug. 19. 1972). 
music format case of WGKA -AM- Variety Urged 
FM.AUanta(Billboard -Oct. 18.19711. The Appeals Court opinion urged 

The progressive rock case involves the need for diversity in music pro- 
file sale of W(ILN -FM, Sylvania O.. gramming over the common -owned 

public resourcesofredio."In essence," 
said the three -judge panel "one man's 
Bread is the next man's Bach. Bach- 
rach. or Buck Owens and the Buck- 

aroos. and where 'technically and eco- 
nomically feasible; it is in the public's 
interest to hase all segment. repre- 
sented." 

In oncoming and remanding the case 
to the commission. the court has indi- 
cated that the FCC should make guide- 
lines clearer and follow them more 
consistently in the program format 
cases. The commission's own 1971 

primer on station- community relations 
has recognized that I. there is an over. 
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ABKO Industries 
Sells Phila. Bldg. 

PHILADELPHIA-The Great 
Philadelphia Trading Co., Ltd.. en- 
gaged in the recording of musical 
groups, music publishing and related 
activities. is acquiring a three-story 
centercity building with the help of 
the Philadelphia industrial Develop- 
ment Corp. 

The 32.00D- square -foot building, al- 
most three times the space the record- 
ing company now occupies in the Shu 
ben Theatre Building. is being 
acquired from ABKO Industries Inc., 
for $404000. Chemical Bank of New 
York is advancing the funds to the 
city's Industrial Development arm. 

Eight adated companies will share 
else space with the Great Philadelphia 
Trading Co. They include Philadelphia 
International Records. Gamble 
Records, Thom Bell Productions, 
Gamble -Huff Productions. Inc., As- 
soned Music. Bell Boy Music- Mighty 
Three Music and World War Three 
Music. 

Major Label Branch Trend 
Perks Indie Distr. Classics 

('bil('AGO The trend to major la- 
bels controlling their distribution has 
left a void in classical music product 
available for independent distributors. 
according to Dick Schory, head of 
Ovation Records here, who will bow e 

line of classical albums this summer as 

pan of Ovation's broadening and ex- 
panding operation. 

Ovation will shortly open its second 
regional office, a New York facility 
that will coordinate production and 
music publishing, has expanded its jazz 
line. signed its first newacts in a year 
including blues veteran Willie Dixon. 
is set to appoint its first national pro- 
motion man and will have its 23 indie 
distributors to lie label'sfirstsalescon- 
vention in August, said Schory. 

Additionally. Schory is bcingbilled 
nationally as the 'Quadfather in a 
documentary on how quadrasonic 

recordings are made. The l'os Broad- 
casting network is showing the pro- 
gram, combin,d in some markets with 
playback emmriainmcnt product dealer 
promotions. 

Ovation has acquired rights to over 
500 classical works and will bring out 
initially recordings bs European or- 
chestras such as the Frankfurt Philhar- 
monic. the Munich Symphony and the 
Nurenberger Symphony. Schory said 
the price of the line is still undeter- 
mined. 

"1 really feel that now than RCA has 
gone back to its own distribution. inde -. 
pendent distributors can use a good 
classical line. It also broadens our 
base." He said the material will he 
'war-horse' selections. 

Schory said he took a long look al his 
company al MIDEM in '72 and de- 

(Cumiuned on page 3,51 

NMPA Sets 
Board; Roll 
Now Double 

NEW YORK -The National Music 
Publishers Association held its bian- 
nual election of the board of directors 
at the Drake Hotel here May 8. 

Publisher members elected to the 
board of directors included:- Jean 
Aherbach. Joseph Auslandar, Al 
!trackman, Lear J. Brettler. Jacques R. 
Chabrier. Salvatore T. Chiantia, Emest 
R. Farmer. Al Gallico, Harry Gerson. 
Bill Lowery, Ralph Peer i1:.Wesley H. 
Rose, Larry Shayne, Alan L. Shulman 
and Ed Silvers. 

Chiantia, president of NMPA, in- 
formed the general membership of the 
progress NMPA made during the past 
year in legislative matters. legal prose- 
cution of infringers of copyrights and 
in the involvement of NMPA in terri- 
tories outside the U.S. It was pointed 
out that NMPA has been accepted into 
membership of CISAC (International 
Association of Performing Societies). 

Chiantia also reported that he mem- 
bership of NMPA has almost doubled 
in the last few years and that publisher 
members in the association are now 
spread throughout the country. giving 
the association a national scope. 

TheJane21 board of directors meet- 
ing will take place in Nashville, hesaid. 
Plans were being made for a hoard 
meeting in Los Angeles in September. 

picked country. 13 percent went classi. 
cal and 4 percent for show tunes. 

The survey, based on a national 
probability sample of 6.000 males over 
the age of 15, also disclosed that dis- 
count stores attracted the largest num- 
ber of blank cassette purchasers, while 
the buyers of blank 8 -track cartridges 
went to hi -fi shops. Dcpanment stores 
sold their blank cassettes to the heavi- 
est users of that tape configuration. 

According to Richard Lipsey, presi- 
dent of Leisure Time Research, 9.8 
million Americans own cassette 
recorders. while 6.7 million have 8- 
track units. 

Fitly percent of the cassette equip- 
ment owners tape their own mimic. 
compared with 27 percent of 8 -track 
owners. Despite the growing impor- 
tance of the cassette in the non -music 
field. only 18 percent of the cassette 
equipment owners surveyed used their 
units to record school equipment. 

Leisure Time Research found that 
more than 60 percent of all tape 
recorder /players were owned by fami- 
lies with incomes 01515.000 or more. 

The survey further disclosed that 3.6 
million owners of cassette recorders/ 
players purchased both blank and 
prerecorded sape. Another 2A million 
bought blank lape only. and 1.2 million 
limited their purchases to prerecorded 
tape. 

New formulations in tape obviously 
played a major role in decisions on 
blank camelte tape purchases. for the 
most important feature sought in buy- 
ing a cassette is according to the sur- 
vey. sound reproduction. with price 
running a distant second. In fact, more 
than 20 percent of all blank cassette 
buyers stressed chromium dioxide 
coatings. 

Cassettes of 60- minute playing 
lengths remained on lop of the popu- 
larity poll with 64 percent of all blank 
casselle buyers choosing it over other 
lengths. 

One of the snore interesting aspects 
of the Leisure Time study was that al- 
though the automotive market was the 
most important One for 8 -track equip. 
ment manufacturers, there were more 
Man twice the number of 8-track play- 
ers in the home as there were in cars. 

The survey stressed that the domi- 
nant use to which tape equipment was 
put was listening to music. It said that 
89 percent of all owners of 8 -track 
equipment used their machines for lis- 
fining to music. while 71 percent of 
,heir cassette counterparts did the 

London Promo 
On Mantovani 

N1 1V YORK London Records has 
launched their 22nd annual "May Is 
Mantovani Month" merchandising 
program to focus on the new Manto- 
vani LP release: "An Evening With 
Mantovani." 

The longest continuing annual pro- 
motional program for one artist. the 

-"May Is Mantovani Month" campaign 
also marks the artist's 26th year with 
the label. as well as the anises 60th al. 
bum. 

Maniovani is the only remaining art- 
ist from London's original 1948 re- 
lease. Every Mantovani release has 
been charted. 

.E, Altschuler Dies 
NEW YORK- Ernie Altschuler. 

West Coast -based independent pro- 
ducer, died here May 11 at Roosevelt 
Hospital. 

Prior to his cancer as an independ- 
ent. Altschuler was with Columbia 
Records a&r department and later a- 
samed the post of executive vice presi- 
dent, a &r, with RCA Records. He held 
that pon for three years. 
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