
Talent 
Col's "Week to Remember" Studio Track 
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Out at the Village Recorder in Los 
Angeles. one man's success has spelled 
some quick scheduling hassles for gen- 
eral manager Dick laPalm, following 
the emergence of producer Tommy 
Kaye as a recording artist and per- 
former in his own right. 

Kays personal appearances have 
forced him to push back sessions previ- 
ously net for April and May. leaving the 
Village with holes to fill but no ill feel- 
ing: indeed, the studio's under- 
standably pleased at the pick -up in 
Kaye s 

Meanwhile, the Village's own Rob 
Frahoni has kept occupied with the Sis- 
ters Love, produced for Motown by 
Gloria Janes; American Spring, pro- 
duced for Columbia by Marilyn Wil- 
son; Jimmie Sphecrls's new LP, just re- 
leased and produced for Epic by Felix 
Cavaliere; ihn Hall, with Steve Paley 
producing for Epic: MCA's Gospel 
Brass, produced by Jim Price, and, a 

cappella fans take note, the Persua- 
sions, produced by Alan Malamud for 
MCA. 

Just to polish things off. Frahoni also 
mined down the next Beach Boys 
single for Brother Records. 

In the other moms there, Quincy 
Jones has been mixing Melba Frank- 
lin's most recent Atlantic material. 
working with the Village's Nat Jeffrey 
and Jones' own engineer, Phil Schier; 
the Sylren and Fire Flights Up have 
been working with producer KegJohn- 
son and engineers Gil Fortes and Jim 
SMBIet on their respective projects for 
Pride: and Walt Wagner has been in to 
work on sessions for Columbia with 
producer Bob Altivar. 

Finally, Skip Taylor used the Village 
for recent sessions with Canned Hat 

for United Artists, and Haney Mandel 
for Janus Records. 

* * * 
Al A &R Studios in New York, Herd 

leader Woody Herman has just com- 
pleted three sessions with producer Oa- 
ale Cadena and engineer Phil Ramose 
for his next Fantasy album. Among the 
tracks included will be Herman's treat- 
ment of the Coltrane wank, "Giant 
Steps." 

* * * 
Joel Diamond, late of Blackwood 

Music and now pushing ahead with his 
own label, Silver Blue, has been work- 
ing out of Sigma Sound in Phila- 
delphia, where Diamond and Bobby 
Martin recently produced The Piece, a 

new act signed to the label. 
Diamond is already making a dent 

with another new unit The Invitations, 
just signed to CMA. 

* * * 
Also at Sigma Sound: B.B. King, 

who recently completed an LP there 
with none other than Dare Crofford 
producing for ABC. Sessions were 
completed in three days. during which 
B.B. received able support from Stevie 
Wonder. 

Wonder played keyboards and 
brought in two tunes written for King, 
"To Know You Is To Love You," re- 
ported to be a cooker, and a slow blues, 
"When Will The World Learn To 

* * * 
Last Straw: Frank Zappa, just in for 

new sessions on his next LP at Ike 
Tumers Bolic Sound in Inglewood. 

Lumpy gravy rolling on the river 
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and his sensitive touch really came 
through. The Staple Singers were the 

amplification of fun in music, heat- 
ing up the house with their delightfully 
energetic soul cum gospel mixture. 
with Mavis, as usual, ringing forth all 
her marvelous bleeding blues skills. 

Tuesday 
If any one artist captured the essence 

of what the week was really all about it 
was Bruce Springsteen. Latest in Co- 
lumbia's recent acquistions of singer - 
songwriters (Bill Quateman & Andy 
Pratt) he has an appeal that borders on 
the universal. His songs are interesting. 
thoughtfully worked out and often ex- 
citing. Material aside, helms about him 
that glow, the elusive X factor that 
spells STAR. Cumparisions to Van 
Morrison and Bob Dylan have been 
made but he is no carbon, rather a 

glowing and vibrant performer in his 

o 

n right. 
Dr. Hook and His Medicine Show 

were insufferably self- indulgent during 
their truncated set. They were ob- 
viously more concerned with their own 
enjoyment rather than that of the 
nearly full boom. Engaging in oblique 
repartee and unfunny asides their in- 
instrumental sloppiness and vocal insi- 
pidity did nothing to salvage their per- 
formance. 

The New Riders of The Purple Sage 
have uncovered nothing new or out- 
rageous, but they do what they do very 
well and with more than a little bit of 
inspiration. The mode is country, mel- 
low and laid back yet ready to set off 
sparks at a moment's notice. Joined by 
Grateful Dead members Bob Weir, 
Keith Godchaux and Donna God- 
chaux they transformed the staid Ah- 
manson into a veritable hoe -down. 

Wednesday 
Miles Davis and entourage opened, 

For less than the 
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studio. mini 
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doing one unannounced 24- minute 
number. it's pitiful to see such talent as 

Miles never doing anything but acting 
as a percussion instrument. His longest 
trumpet solo was two seconds. The 80 
percent black 15 percent white au- 
dience loved it though. 

Earth, Wind and Fire grabbed off 
the biggest reaction of the night. Group 
is a bit too demonstrative at times. 
Singing or playing, they continually 
break it up. Group needs to cut down 
on volume behind the capable singers. 
Bill Cosby was the often hilarious host. 

Pianist Ramsey Lewis was com- 
pletely acoustic, with his drummer and 
bassman (using upright string ham) 
standing out continuously. He got a 

solid response from those over -25's in 
the audience for his totally funky set. 

Thursday 
The art of comedy is a very delicate 

thin fine existing between the funny 
and the abrasive. Procter & Bergman 
(late of the Firesign Theater) moved 
precariously along that line but man- 
aged to invoke genuine laughter from 
the packed house. They introduced Al- 
bert Hammond who performed his 
usual pleasant but completely forget- 
table net 

Taj Mahal remains an anachronism, 
a performer of rare talent he has yet to 
attain the full recognition his music de- 
serves. His set was immeasurably en- 
hanced by the inclusion of the Pointer 
Sisters on back -up vocals. These four 
lovely Bowers helped breathe new life 
into such standbys as "Old Brown 
Hen" and "Oh Mary Don't Yau 
Weep." 

Kenny Loggins & Jim Messina have 
ascended into the stratosphere of rock 
superstardom at a rather astonishing 
rate. Even in its formative stages there 
was no doubt that theirs was a band of 
unique magic and import. 

Like a chameleon the music drifts 
from country to jazz to rock. They've 
gotten looser in the last six months. a 

feeling of spontaneity and actual en- 
joyment permeates every note. The 
night belonged to them and nothing 
could have squelched the waves ofjoy- 
ous warmth that swept from the au- 
dience to them and then back again. 

Friday 
A full house of adults for the middle 

of the road presentation was treated to 
three fine stars: Maxine Weldon, 
whose broad -mouthed phrasing and 
sensuous dramatics totally captivated 
the audience; Peter Nero. who com- 
bined jars and classical styles into a 

pop gumbo and Johnny Mathis, whose 
silken voice sounded as fresh as it has 
for all these years. 

Ms. Weldon. a local bistro singer, 
was superb in her first major concert 
appearance and with the right expo- 
sure could be a major "new" per- 
former, despite her many years work- 
ing before international audiences. All 
three artists worked with a large or- 
chestra. Mathis's strength in inter- 
preting new and old songs engulfed the 
audience and it was nice hearing him 
offer his own treatment of "Killing Me 
Softly With His Song" and "Alone 
Again Naturally." 

Saturday 
Country night brought in a mixture 

of traditional country fans and L.A. 
longhairs for a full house which re- 
ceived all of the acts. Charlie Rich, 
Lynn Anderson and particularly 
Johnny Cash and his troup with strong 
enthusiasm. 

Rich does not make many personal 
appearances away from his Southern 
base, and when he does his fans sum 
out in droves. Combining his standard 
jaac /blues /ceuntry mix on piano and 
vocals. Rich ran through some of his 
biggest numbers including "Lonely 
Weekends" and "Behind Closed 
Doom." Ms. Anderson. a late substi- 
tute for George Jones and Tammy Wy- 
nene. received extremely strong re- 
sponse from the crowd, especially with 
their rendition of Tammy's "Stand By 
Your Man," which the crowd forced 
her to sing asecond time. Closing with 
her biggest hit, "Rose Garden," she 
was as adequate a "substitute" as any - 

'one could ask for. 
Johnny Cash, fresh from a stint at 

Hilton in Las Vegas, brought much the 
same act with him. Cash appeared 
without the opening acts of Carl Per- 
kins and the Stettin Brothers, but Per- 
kins played his usual fine lead guirtar. 
Cash sang much of his older material. 
including "I Walk the Line," and in- 
cluded a great train medley with 
screens on each side of the stage flash- 
ing movies of railroad life. June Caner 
joined for several duets and Cash, as he 

snotty does, left a totally satisfied au- 
dience. 

America Fair 
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Orlando, Mac Davis, Don Rice 111, the 
Stater Brothers, Bobby Goldsboro, 
Donna Fargo, Art Linkleaer, Bob 
Hope and Joey Heatherton. 

Vernon G. Wendland, administrator 
of the Wisconsin State Fair in Mil- 
waukee until 1971. has originated the 
fair, which is projected as an annal 
event. 

Also appearing daily will be the 
Sound Generation. Admission prices 
are set at $3 for adula and SI for chil- 
dren 6-12. Children under six years will 
be admitted free when accompanied 
by adula. Advance tickets will be 
priced at $2.25 for adults. 

Hours for the Future of America 
Fair will be from 10:30 a.m. to 10:30 
p.m. on weekends and Sept. 3, and 
from 11:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. on week- 
days. 

Big Bands for 
Philly Concerts 

PHILADELPHIA -The big band 
sound will get a major boost this sum- 
mer during the August festival of free. 
open -air concerts at the Robin Hood 
Dell sponsored by the city's Depart- 
ment of Recreation. 

Ads set for the giant outdoor amphi- 
theatre for Tuesday nights (with 
Wednesdays as rain dates) include 
Duke Ellington (July 31); Count Basin 
with the Hazel Scott Trio (Aug. 7); 
Buddy Rich and Louis Belson (14): 
Benny Goodman (21) and Lionel 
Hampton (28). 
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ATLANTIC PRESIDENT Ahmet Ertegun congratulates Bette Midler on her RIRA 

gold certification award for the entertainer's debut Atlantic ablum, "The Divine 

Miss M." 
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