
Canada 
CRIA Seeks Tax Concessions 

TORONTO -George Struth, vice provincial government in Ontario to 

president and managing director of give us an exemption from provin- 
Quality Records and newly ap- cial sales tax on recording costs." 
pointed president of the Canadian With the new budget that was re- 

Recording Industry Assn., has indi- leased in Ontario on April 8, record - 

cated that the main thrust of his cf- ing costs were among those items 

forts within the CRIA will be to seek that were given a temporary exemp- 
out various financial incentives from tion. 

the Canadian government for the We are looking for this industry 
record industry in this country! to be established as a cultural indus- 

"What we want from the govern- try," continues Struth. "I think that 
ment," says Struth, "arc incentives this fact has been recognized 
similar to those given to the book recently by the province of Quebec 
publishing and film industries in and I'm told they are going as far as 

Canada. We don't want these incen- exempting provincial sales tax on 

rives to come in the form of grants the sales of records. 
but rather in the form of tax cones- "Anything that the CRIA as a 

sions that will stimulate capital in- group can do towards incentive leg - 

vestment in this industry and allow islation, when it doesn't cost the gov- 

for capital cost write -offs. One punsi- eminent anything, is good. We arc 

bility is the recovery of recording being careful to indicate that we are 

session costs from the federal sales looking for these incentives out of 
tax on the sale of Canadian recorded the sales of domestic product. We 

product. That would be fair to ev- have stipulated that it be strictly do- 

eryone. We are also looking for the mestic product so that everyone, 

Love Productions Closes 
Owes Creditors $360,000 

TORONTO -Love Productions, 
headed by Francis Davies, has 

closed down, owning close to 
$360,000 to creditors. 

Among the creditors who will be 

given priority consideration for re- 

payment of their investments are the 

Bank of Montreal, which has an as- 

signment of accounts receivable in 

the amount of $24,000. Bill Ballard 
and Myron Wolfe, two of the com- 
pany's major investors, have a bal- 
ance owed to them of approximately 
555,000 excluding interest which is 

secured by a first floating charge de- 

Methuen Into 
Rock Books 

TORONTO -Methuen Publica- 
tions of Toronto, a company affil- 
iated with Associated Book Publish- 
ers Ltd. of London, England has 

made a major move into books deal- 
ing with the rock music scene. Meth- 
uen has scheduled the fall 1975 pub- 
lication of book biographies of Led 
Zeppelin and Bachman -Turner 
Overdrive as its initial entry. 

Fred Wardle. Methuen's general 
manager, indicates that the com- 
pany is negotiating with several ma- 

jor U.S. record companies for exclu- 
sive record store distribution of these 

two titles in all outlets in the U.S. 

and Canada. 
Ritchie Yorke, former Billboard 

Canadian editor and rock author 
and commentator, has been retained 
as creative consultant for the series. 

The first two titles, "The Led Zep- 
pelin Biography" written by Ritchie 
Yorke, and "Rock Is My Life, This Is 

My Song -The Bachman -Turner 
Overdrive Biography" written by 

Martin Melhuish, will be published 
internationally on Sept. 15 with the 
support of an extensive promotion 
campaigns. 

Says Wardle, "The enormous and 
dynamic rock music market and au- 
dience has been somewhat neglected 
by book publishers, and it is our in- 
tention to fill this vacuum with a line 
of topical and high class rock -ori- 
ented tides. We simply do not sub- 
scribe to the publishing industry 
myth that the rock audience does not 
or cannot read." 

The books, which will be illus- 
trated with pictures, will retail at 

$4.95. 
Methuen is now working on and 

developing an extensive list of more 

than a dozen further titles in this 
new rock book series. 

benture on all assets and revenue; 
and Concert Productions Inter- 
national, have an unsecured invest- 
ment of $105,000; owing to them. 
The balance of unsecured creditors 
are owed close to $175,000. 

Davies is currently negotiating a 

three -year master lease agreement 
with GRT of Canada Ltd. for Love 
artists: A Foot In Coldwater, Coch- 
rane, Dillinger and Klaatu. GRT, 
under the terms of the proposed 
deal, will license the product for 
manufacturing and distributing and 
pay Love royalties on sales. GRT 
will pick up the production costs. 

The artists will remain Love Pro- 
ductions artists and will be released 
on that company's Daffodil Records 
label. As well as the above men- 
tioned artists, GRT will distribute 
the entire existing Love catalog. A 
three -year publishing administra- 
tion deal is also being negotiated 
whereby GRT would become the 
administrator for the entire Love 
publishing catalog. As part of that 
arrangement. Frank Davies would 
become an executive of GRT whose 
responsibilities would include a &r 
and overall publishing administra- 
tion of ORT and Love product. 

Love Productions' Canadian ad- 
ministration deal with Island Rec- 
ords has been terminated. High pro- 
motion costs compared to returns 
was cited by the label as the reason 
for the split rather than Love's cur- 
rent financial problems. 

A &M Records, because of Love's 
current arrangements with GRT, 
will no longer be distributing Love 
product. 

Except for Love's contracts with 
their artists and their publishing 
catalog, the company is without as- 
sets. An informal information report 
sent to the various creditors has 
asked for their cooperation in wait- 
ing for payment of their accounts. 

Pete Steinmetz, the lawyer admin- 
istrating the company for the pur- 
pose of receiving revenue and dis- 
tributing it to creditors, states, 
"Petitioning the company into bank- 
ruptcy would have no positive effect 
whatsoever in that it would mean 
that the company would be inca- 
pable of concluding its licensing 
agreement with GRT which is its 
only hope of earning any revenue so 
that creditors can be paid." 

In an effort to reduce administra- 
tion costs (Steinmetz's costs, which 
are worked out on an hourly basis 
are deducted from the company 
first), all inquiries of a routine na- 
ture should be directed to Frank 
Davies. 

whether they be a major or an inde- 
pendent record company. will have 
a fair chance. If you went after in- 
centives to cover all product, then 
the majors in Canada would derive a 

greater source of revenue from 
which to recover their Canadian in- 
vestments than the smaller inde- 
pendents." 

Polydor In 
Peak Push 

MONTREAL - Polydor has 

launched one of its largest sales cam- 
paigns for totally Canadian product. 
Called The Spring Gold Sales Cam- 
paign, the special promotion push 
surrounds all album product by 

Bachman -Turner Overdrive and 
Rush on the Mercury label but is 

keyed to BTO's latest effort "Four 
Wheel Drive" 

Pre -release orders for "Four 
Wheel Drive" were 70,000. 50,000 

represents a gold album in Canada 
and, according to Richard Glan- 
ville -Brown at Polydor, the LP now 
holds the record for the number of 
pre -release orders for Polydor in 

Canada. The album and single "Hey 
You" have been the label's best sell- 

ing records for the last few weeks. 

At the outset of the campaign, 
BTO's first album. which was re- 

leased in May of 1973, was certified 
platinum for sales of over 100,000 

copies in Canada. The same album 
was certified gold in 1974. 

Rush have had their latest single 
"Fly By Night" playlisted on most of 
the major stations in Canada includ- 
ing a heavy rotation on CKLW. 
Windsor. Both the album and single 
of the same name have been enjoy- 
ing brisk sales in Canada. 

One of the highlights of Rush's ca- 

reer was the recent concert they 
played for KSHE radio in St. Louis 
where they drew close to 75.000 

people. 
Both Rush and BTO have an- 

nounced plans for extensive tours 

during the summer. BTO will make 
a cross -country excursion at the end 

of July with dates yet to be an- 
nounced and Rush sets out on Fri- 
day (13) with a concert at the Cleary 
Auditorium in Windsor for an I1- 
date tour. 

From The Music Capitals 
Of The World 

TORONTO 
Elton Johns' "Captain Fantastic 

and the Brown Dirt Cowboy" which 
was released on May 21 in Canada, 
qualified immediately for a plati- 
num award with advance orders 
well in excess of 100,000 units. ... 
Under the terms of an exclusive 
longterm licensing agreement signed 
between Gerry Lacoursiere manag- 
ing director of A &M Records of 
Canada Ltd. and Larry Page of the 
Penny Farthing label of London, 
England, all Penny Farthing prod- 
uct in Canada will be promoted and 
distributed by A &M. Singles re- 
leased initially under the terms of 
the new agreement are "Good Vi- 
brations" by the Troggs; "Do It In 
Slow Motion," by Jim Haven and 
Friend; and "Run, Run, Run, Run, 
Run" by Tim Dandy.... Paul Hoff - 
ert and Bruce Bell have formed 
Raunch Records with initial product 
to be disco oriented. The label will 
be distributed by London Records 
in Canada. ... Yamaha Canada 
Music Limited has appointed W. 
Bramwell Smith as chief brass clini- 
cian and consultant to their institu- 
tional division. Bramwell Smith is 

the director of music for the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police Band. 
From 1949 to 1957, he was premier 
soloist with the U.S. Marine Band 
and later founded the U.S. Army 

Herald Trumpets. He composed. ar- 
ranged and conducted the music for 
the inauguration of President Ken- 
nedy and was a consultant to the 
White House on period music. 

Anne Murray has appointed Leon- 
ard Rambean as president of Balmur 
Limited. He was formerly executive 
vice president of the management 
company. ... Harvey Glatt's Ot- 
tawa -based Treble Clef operation 
has picked up exclusive Canadian 
distribution rights for Sonet Rec- 
ords, Topic Records, 77 Records and 
the Concord Jazz label. Glatt is also 
exporting Canadian product includ- 
ing material by Stontptn' Tom Con- 
nors and classical guitarist, Dona 
Boyd-. . On May 28, MCA Records 
(Canada) Ltd. presented Golden 
Earring with a gold record for the 
outstanding sales of their album 
"Moontan" on the Flying Dutch- 
man label at a private press dinner at 
La Scala in Toronto prior to the 
band's evening performance at Mas- 
sey Hall with Canadian -band 
Goddo. On hand for the presenta- 
tion was Richard Bibby, vice presi- 
dent and general manager of MCA 
Records (Canada); Mike Maitland, 
president of MCA Records and Lou 
Cook, president of administration 
for MCA Records. 
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Axe Sharpens Sights 
In 3- Pronged Goal 

TORONTO --Axe Records has album release "Ta dual" is sched- v' 
entered a period of expansion dur- ulcd for release in the U.S. on July I. W 

ing the last month with an emphasis The band has just completed a I5- 
on the acquisition of new artists to city tour of the Canadian Maritimes W 

their roster. negotiation of inter- with the Stampeders and Mahogany ÿ 
national release for current record Rush. who played on the last three SI 

product and a reactivation of the dates. Originally, Thundermug had 

company's publishing arms. had their "Africa" single released in 

Axe president Greg Hambleton the U.S. by Big Tree. The following 
recently signed Thundermug, a year two albums were released by 

four -piece hard rock band. to Mer- the band, "Thundermug Strikes" 
cury Records in the U.S. after initial and "Orbit" culminating in an Epic 
negotiations with Charley Fach, Records' U.S. release of the best of 
Mercury's vice president in charge their two Canadian LPs on one al- 

of a &r. The band's third Canadian bum. 

CRTC Talks Aim At 
Helping Industry 

TORONTO -Representatives of 
the Canadian Radio and Television 
Commission were in Toronto and 
Quebec recently for informal meet- 
ings with various segments of the 
Canadian record industry to discuss 
the workings and problems of the 
recording industry in this country. 

In actuality, it was a question and 
answer period with various people 
working in the industry to establish 
how the government and its various 

departments can be of help to the in- 
dustry. The CRTC representatives 
met with publishers, the CRIA, 
CIRPA, dealers, rackjobbers and 
agents. 

"They had set up an agenda that 
covered all aspects of record manu- 
facturing and distribution," says 

George Struth, the president of the 

CRIA. "They were trying to develop 
their insight into the business. I 

think with Steve Harris, one of the 

CRTC officials that was in Toronto 
for the meetings, they've got a guy 
who can fully grasp what is being 
said. With his background in radio 
and the music industry in general, I 

feel he has a good understanding of 
what it's all about. 

The government wants to know 
what the problems are and find out 
how they can be of assistance. They 
want everybody's viewpoint so that 
they don't favor one faction of the 
industry over another." 

Mel Shaw, the president of the 
Canadian Independent Record Pro- 
ducers Assn., indicated that during 
their segment of questioning, they 
presented the CRTC with informa- 
tion on the number of Canadian rec- 
ords that were out as well as the 
number of records that made the 

charts in the U.S. and Canada over a 

10 -year period. The study had been 

prepared by Brendan Lyttle. 
"We talked about recording stu- 

dios and the amount of work donc 
there and the tax situation with re- 
gards to imported studio equip- 
ment," says Shaw. "The CRTC 
wanted feedback and they realized 
the best way to get it was by sitting 
down with people who are involved 
on a day -to -day basis in this indus- 
try and asking them pointed ques- 
tions." 

Gary & Dave. another staple act 

on the Axc roster. have provided the 

label with a number of Canadian 
hits as well as some significant 
American airplay in their years with 
the company. "Could You Ever 
Love Me Again" was by far the best- 

selling record for the duo, hitting the 

Billboard Hot 100 chart and peaking 
at number five in Australia. Three 
Gary & Dave singles were released 

by London Records in the U.S., all 
of which hit the Billboard chart. 

New signings to Axe in Canada 
include Fergus, previously with 
Capitol Records -EMI of Canada 
Ltd., and Major Hooplé s Boarding 
House. Fergus' first Axe album will 
be released shortly. 

Belsize Park Music and Axe Mu- 
sic Publishing have had added em- 

phasis placed on them and Dave 
Lodge, a writer and musician him- 
self, has joined the company's staff 
to run Axe's publishing concerns. 

Elsie Hetherman, formerly with 
London Records of Canada, contin- 
ues to handle all promotional func- 
tions of the company. Inter- 
nationally, Axe licensees include 
EMI Electrola for Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland; Basart for Hol- 
land, Belgians and Luxembourg; 
and the Alpha Corporation for the 

Phillipines. In Canada, Axe is dis- 

tributed through ORT of Canada 
Ltd. 
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