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CANNES ACTION -Last month's VIDCOM transformed Cannes into a video circus. From left: one 
of three Thorn EMI trucks announcing the company's new videocassette line; Recoton president 

Bob Borchardt (standing) confers with Jeff Tuckman, managing director of Sound Video Unlim- 
ited; and RCA staff vice president Seth Willenson (left) with executive vice president Herb Schlos- 

ser at the SelectaVision exhibit. 

Arbitration Sought By Union In 
A Dispute With Vidtronics Execs 

LOS ANGELES -The Inter- 
national Sound Technicians /Cine 
Technicians & Television Engineers 
Local 695 here seeks arbitration of a 
contract hassle it is having with Vid- 
tronics in a litigation originally filed 
in Superior Court here and now 
moving to Federal District Court. 

The court's decision will have 
long -range impact in that the disa- 
greement surrounds a new video- 
cassette duplicating plant which the 
defendant has opened in Newbury 
Park, Calif., some 45 miles from Los 
Angeles. 

The union seeks a court order 
which would force Vidtronics to 

place the controversey before arbi- 
tration. 

In question is the term, "Video 
Cassette Handler," one of several 
job classifications not now covered 
in union agreement between the 
plaintiff and defendant. The general 
term is one to describe a worker in a 
videocassette duplicating line. The 
union and Vidtronics were attempt- 
ing to adopt basic guidelines cov- 
ering worker and employer respon- 
sibility in videocassette duplicating 
when the misunderstanding was 
taken to court. 

Prior to the opening of the New- 
bury Park plant, Vidtronics and the 

Worldvision Enterprises 
Forms Distrib Subsidiary 

NEW YORK -Worldvision En- 
terprises, the television program dis- 
tribution subsidiary of the Taft 
Broadcasting Co., has formed a new 
subsidiary. Worldvision Home 
Video, Inc. will be responsible for 
the distribution of Worldvision pro- 
gram product to the cable and home 
video markets. 

According to Worldvision Enter- 
prises president and chief executive 
officer Kevin O'Sullivan, "This sub- 
sidiary will have the entire respon- 
sibility of the distribution of our pro- 
gram inventory for home video and 
cable throughout the world." 

Albert Hartigan has been ap- 
pointed executive vice president of 
the new subsidiary, and Martin 
Weinstein sales manager. 

Among Worldvision's music -ori- 
ented programming are a number of 
made -for -TV movies such as "Elvis" 
with Kurt Russell, "Birth Of The 
Beatles" and "Kiss Meets The Phan- 
tom Of The Park." Concerts, origi- 
nally recorded for TV broadcast, 
feature Kenny Rogers and the First 
Edition, Roberta Flack and Donny 
Hathaway, Billy Paul and the Staple 
Singers, Chicago and John David- 
son. 

25 Million Homes For 
`Night Flight' Projected 

By LAURA F011 

NEW YORK -"Night Flight" is 
taking off. The cable music pro- 
gram, airing Friday and Saturday 
nights on USA Network, is pro- 
duced by American Talent Inter- 
national, which expects it to be 
showing in 25 million homes 
within the next 11h years. 

ATI started 10 years ago as a 
theatrical agency; it now books 
such acts as Hall and Oates, Rod 
Stewart and Bob Seger. It is ATI 
Video Enterprises, a recently set up 
division, that produces Night 
Flight. 

The program is aimed at a broad 
audience, aged 16 to 45, and offers 
programming on such diverse art- 
ists as Jimi Hendrix, Lenny Bruce 
and Edith Piaf. 

Explains ATI chairman Jeff 
Franklin, who also serves as execu- 
tive producer of the program. "We 
didn't feel there was enough mate- 

rial to sustain interest over a 24- 
hour period. People don't want to 
watch promotional clips and con- 
certs for that amount of time. We 
decided to put music program- 
ming on the air properly, and 
that's why we've done it the way 
we have." 

Continues Franklin, "We're ex- 
panding slowly and cautiously. 
We'll be doing two or three -minute 
clips with entertainment news on 
tours and interviews with artists, 
all geared to our audience. We're 
always looking for new program- 
ming, and we're definitely into 
controversy." 

ATI, he adds, is still working on 
the problem of FM simulcasting of 
the programs -a problem, he says, 
because Night Flight is not straight 
concerts and therefore not con- 
stant music programming. 

union agreed on the post -production 
operation of the defendant firm. For 
example, at Vidtronics' Hollywood 
plant, an audio /visual operation 
analagous to the mixing of a master 
audio tape occurs. In that operation, 
a master tape can have any of its au- 
dio or visual characteristics changed 
by employe classifications covered 
by union regulations. 

The rudimentary procedures cov- 
ered by the new duplicating plant in 
Newbury Park are not covered. 

In its complaint, filed originally in 
Superior Court here, the union con- 
tends that its projected binder with 
Vidtronics called for a duplicating 
plant in Los Angeles County. The 
suit alleges Vidtronics opened in 
Ventura County to avoid union- 
ization of its employes by the plain- 
tiff. 

Lexington Subsidiary 
Starts In New York 

NEW YORK -Lexington Broad- 
cast Services, based here, has formed 
a new subsidiary to create and ac- 
quire video programming for cable 
and the home video market. 

The new operation is called LBS 
Video and is headed by Roger Lef- 
kon, with John Topol responsible 
for the administration of day -to -day 
program activities. Sondra Lee su- 
pervises acquisition of theatrical 
properties. 

The first programming available 
from LBS Video includes Peter Al- 
len and the Rockettes, Ian Hunter in 
concert, Mink DeVille at the Savoy 
and a package of children's specials. 

In addition, the company is pro- 
ducing a new production of the 
Frank Loesser musical "Perfectly 
Frank" starring Cloris Leachman. 
The show will bow at the La Mirada 
Theatre in Los Angeles Nov. 3, and 
will be a major cable special. After 
presentation on cable, LBS Video 
plans to distribute the program 
worldwide. 

Sales Of VTRs 

Still On Upbeat 
WASHINGTON -VTR sales 

continue to escalate. 
Latest figures from the Mar- 

keting Services wing of the EIA 
indicate that home videocassette 
sales to retailers in September 
were 153,680 units, an increase of 
63.9% over sales of 93,747 in the 
same months last year. VTR sales 
in the first nine months of 1981 

rose to 883,729 units, up 81,4% 
over 487,267 sold in the same pe- 
riod of 1980. 

No Film Needed For 
Sony's New Camera 

NEW YORK -Sony is attempting 
to revolutionize the photographic 
industry with the introduction of its 
filmless "Mavica" (Magnetic Video 
Camera). The electronic still cam- 
era, shown here recently, has direct 
applications to the home video in- 
dustry as well. 

The Mavica converts an image 
seen through its lens to electrical sig- 
nals by a solid -state imager called a 
CCD (Charge -Coupled Device). 
These signals are recorded directly 
onto a small plastic- encased mag- 
netic disk called a Mavipak and can 
be viewed immediately on the user's 
tv screen, with no processing neces- 
sary. 

Instead, the user inserts the Mavi- 
pak into a special viewer, connected 
to a television set. Sony is working 
on a hard printer for the system, 
which chairman Akio Morita esti- 
mates will be demonstrated in about 
six months. 

The whole system would be avail- 
able by the middle of 1983, at a cost 
of $1,000 or less for the camera and 
viewer, according to Morita. A 
Mavipak capable of recording 50 
pictures would cost about $3. 

If connected to a video tape 
recorder, the Mavica can be used as 
a color video camera, albeit without 
sound. Narration and music can be 
edited onto a videotape later, 
though, along with the visual images 
from the Mavipak. Morita believes 
the new camera can be used to re- 
place conventional slide shows and 
for other professional uses. 

Because the image is actually an 
electronic signal, the color tone can 
be changed, composite pictures 

made and other special effects ap- 
plied. Sony has even developed 
three different lenses for the Mavica, 
although other conventional lenses 
can be used. 

Additional features include the 
ability to erase and reuse the Mavi- 
pak and a built -in timer, battery test 
and light meter. A strobe flash with 
automatic exposure control has also 
been developed. 

A color picture can be transmitted 
by phone to another tv with the sys- 
tem. During this process, the image 
is converted to digital and back to 
analog. Presently, it takes five min- 
utes to send one color picture, with 
no alteration of color. 

In Sync Tape 

Wins Award 
NEW YORK -In Sync Labora- 

tories has been awarded the Grand 
Prix du Disque Liszt by the Liszt 
Society of Budapest, the first prere- 
corded cassette to win the award. 

The winner is In Sync's Real Time 
Cr02 cassette no. 4033, Schubert/ 
Liszt five -song transcriptions and 
Liszt Spanish Rhapsody, with Paga- 
nini Etudes 5 and 6, performed by 
Russian pianist Oxans Yablons- 
kaya. 

The original master tape was pro- 
duced by Connoisseur Society, Inc. 
of New York, under the direction of 
E. Alan Silver and engineered by 
Ray Rayburn. The recording was 
made in the Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd at the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary in New York. 

Ruggles, Reber Enter 
Video Production Field 
LOS ANGELES -Ruggles, 

Reber & Associates has been 
formed here as a video music 
production company. 

Initial projects. according to 
principals Gary Reber and Wes- 
ley Ruggles are jazz programs 
with Rob McConnell and the 
Boss Brass and Bill Watrous and 
his Refuge West Big Band. 

The McConnell project is a 
joint venture with PBS Network. 
Oak Communications. Inc. and 
Schulman Video Services as a pi- 
lot for a continuing series of au- 
dio /video productions. A VHD 
Programs videodisk is slated for 
the future. 

I he 1k atrous project is also 
slated for a 1982 VHD videodisk 
release. 

The recordings are also slated 
to be marketed in various forms, 
including audio. Digital record - 
iings of the video projects will en- 
able, for example, according to 
Reber, for a VHD program to be 
both a videodisk and a digital au- 
dio disk because of V H D's Audio 
High Density (AHD) interface. 
All projects employed state -of- 
the -art audio and video equip- 
ment. 

The firm plans to branch be- 
yond jazz and intends being in- 
volved in classical and pop /rock 
productions as well. 
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