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Video 
Calif. Mulling A Tax On Retailer 
Levy On Lease Of Tapes Would Bring State $17 Mil 

STEREO VIDEO -JVC's HR-7600U is a new breed of VCR with both stereo 
sound and Dolby noise reduction. Other features: wireless; remote control; 
front loading; 2/6 -hour record and 2/4/6 hour playback; and 14 -day, eight - 

event programmable timer. Suggested list: $1,595. 

FUJI CLEANER -Fuji has new VHS and Beta video head cleaning cassettes 
that provide up 900 VHS and 450 Beta cleanings. Model numbers are VCL -10 

and BCL -10, respectively. 

VELVETY SOFT -Pfanstiehl's new Pfantone video head -cleaning cassettes 
contain a specially woven velour tape to clean without damaging vcr parts. 

The cleaners may be used dry or with Pfantone TV- Fluid. 

A CASE FOR IT- IBlackbourn Inc. of Eden Prairie, Minn. offers a video case in 
two sizes. The larger carries a portable vcr and power pack and camera. The 
smaller holds either a camera and power pack or recorder and power pack 

with room for cassettes. 
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would historically provide 5' /a / to 
the state and l''/5% to local govern- 
ment. 

The bill will be considered by the 
Assembly's Revenue and Taxation 
committee Wednesday (10) at 1:30 
p.m. If it passes that hearing. it 
would proceed to the Assembly 

By JOHN SIPPFI. 

Ways and Means committee, where. 
if approved. it would move to the 
full Assembly, where it requires a 

two- thirds vote of the 80 legislators. 

After passage in the Assembly. the 
bill would go to the Senate in Sacra- 
mento, where the revenue and taxa- 
tion committee and then Finance 
committee would have to approve it 

before it reaches the Senate where it 
requires a two -thirds approval from 
the 40 senators. The bill then would 
have to be signed by the governor. 

Unless the measure were signed 
by the governor before Aug. 31, 
1982, it would have to be re- intro- 
duced at the next session of the state 
legislature beginning Dec. 6. 1982. 

Brown, 
Movie Vidcassettes Brisk 

U.K.'s Brown, 
Millaney Link 

In A Venture 
LONDON -Des Brown, six years 

with Chrysalis Records here, most 
recently as international director. 
has quit to set up a television and 
video production company, Premier 
Programming, with Scott Millaney. 
who formed Millaney Grant with di- 
rector Brian Grant some years back 
as the U.K. video scene started de- 
veloping. 

Brown says the new company will 
"make broad appeal entertainment 
programs for tv, videocassette, 
videodisk, film and cable, but 
there'll be a marked slant towards 
the U.S. market." 

The two have also formed a man- 
agement company, Millaney Brown, 
to handle "selected" video acts. 
Brown, a one -time WEA press offi- 
cer, has recently coordinated Chrys- 
alis video music productions such as 

Blondie's "Eat To The Beat," and 
the Jethro Tull special pumped via 
satellite from the U.S. to Europe. 

Former Island Records executive 
Scott Millaney, also a one -time man- 
aging director of Blue Mountain 
Films here, has set up another com- 
pany with a team of video directors, 
including ex -10cc musicians Kevin 
Godley and Lol Creme, which has 
just put out a 50- minute program 
"Physical," featuring Olivia New- 
ton -John and distributed by EMI 
Music Video in the U.K. 

VCL Video Tie 
To Philips 2000 

LONDON -VCL Video is mak- 
ing a substantial catalog commit- 
ment to the Philips Video 2000 sys- 
tem, believing that it'll capture at 
least a third of all European markets 
this year against its main hardware 
rivals, Betamax and VHS. 

As a start, VCL Video is releasing 
II top titles from its caltalog, includ- 
ing "Elton John In Central Park," 
"ELO Live In Concert," "Breaking 
Glass" and "Elvis The Movie." 

The company has overseas offices 
in Scandinavia and West Germany, 
both major Video 2000 strongholds 
now, and plans to add extra titles in 
the format until its complete catalog 
is available. 

`Chainsaw' Sells 
10,000 A Week 

NEW YORK -Since Family 
Home Entertainment pacted with 
Wizard Video, the latter's video- 
cassette of The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre" has been selling like 
mad. An FHE spokeswoman says 
she is at a loss to explain why dis- 
tributors are buying more than 
10,000 copies of the tape a week, 

o but adds, "I hope it's not a com- 
ment on societri." 

Sellers In College Suburb 
By MILENA BALANDZICH -RIMASSA 

LOS ANGELES -Videotheque. a 

boutique -like video software shop 
here in suburban Westwood, went 
into the business of selling major 
motion picture videocassettes in 
April, 1981. 

Since then, according to founder/ 
owner Meir Hed, the store has in- 
creased its shelf space and inventory 
five -fold, now boasting a l5 -35% 
monthly profit margin. 

Keys to Videotheques' success, 
Hed believes, include proximity to 
Westwood's sizable and affluent 
movie -going throngs as well as the 
UCLA campus, and a retailing phi- 
losophy that dictates specializing in 
software only with titles stocked in- 
depth. 

In fact, nine months after its in- 
ception, Videotheque. Hed claims, 
has pushed home video software off 
the shelves of Tower Records and 
other nearby Westwood outlets 

25 New Firms In 

"which don't have the space to keep 
up a good selection." 

The 34- year -old ex- television di- 
rector and self -proclaimed film buff 
who directed several films and series 
for independent television in Eng- 
land and in Israel, says he now car- 
ries "just about everything the major 
studios release and any quality for- 
eign films he can get his hands on." 

Hed doesn't disclose an exact 
number of titles in stock or on order 
because "the numbers change so 
quickly," although he does conceed 
that Videotheque houses "several 
hundred titles" ranging from classics 
"2001 -A Space Odyssey," "Casa- 
blanca," "The Maltese Falcon" to 
the most current new video music re- 
lases. 

Originally, the store, which was 
started with an initial investment of 
$50,000 by Hed, his brother and wife 
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RIAA Wing 
NEW YORK - The video divi- 

sion of the Recording Industry Asso- 
ciation of America, RIAA /VIDEO, 
has been joined by four creative 
companies, bringing total member- 
ship to 25 firms. In addition, the 
trade group has certified three more 
videocassettes as gold and one as 

platinum. 
The new members are Pacific Arts 

Video Corp. of Carmel, Calif., Ron 

Hays Music -Image of Los Angeles, 
Scotland Video of New York and 
Fat Lady Productions of New York. 

All newly certified platinum and 
gold videocassettes come from Mag- 
netic Video. The platinum tape is 

The Muppet Movie, with sales of 
50,000 copies valued at at least $2 
million. Gold tapes (25,000 units) 
are The Graduate, The Stuntman 
and The African Queen. 

VIDEO DISPLAY -Pioneer Video is offering its network of LaserDisc dealers 
a combination point -of- purchase /storage display unit. 
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