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News 
FIRST QUARTER FIGURES 

25% Jump In Gold Album Total 
LOS ANGELES -The Recording 

Industry Assn. of America (RIAA) 
certified 35 gold albums (for sales of 
500,000) in the first quarter of 1984, 
a hefty 25% gain over the same peri- 
od last year, when there were 28 gold 
albums. 

The RIAA also certified 13 plati- 
num albums (for sales of one mil- 
lion), up slightly from 12 in the first 
quarter of '83. 

But the number of gold and plati- 
num singles slipped from last year. 
Discounting oldies and kiddie disks, 
there were only four gold singles in 
the first quarter, down from six in the 
same period last year. This is the low- 

est first quarter total for gold singles 
since 1967. And there were no plati- 
num singles, compared to one in the 
first quarter of each of the preceding 
three years. 

Heavy metal acts dominated the 
RIAA certifications for the month of 
March, with the Scorpions, Judas 
Priest and Krokus leading the way. 
Two Scorpions catalog albums were 
certified, keyed to the top 10 success 
of the band's current release, "Love 
At First Sting." The group's "Ani- 
mal Magnetism" went gold, while 
"Blackout" -which went gold in 
June, 1982 -was certified platinum. 

Judas Priest's "Defenders Of The 
Faith" also went gold in March. The 

Rush's `Grace' Tops List 
Of Labels' April Releases 

By PAUL GREIN 
LOS ANGELES -Rush's "Grace 

Under Pressure," the band's first al- 
bum since 1982's platinum "Signals," 
is the top sales prospect on major la- 
bels' April release schedules. The al- 
bum is due Thursday (12) on 
Mercury. 

Also due in April are new releases 
by three acclaimed new music bands. 
R.E.M.'s second album, "Reckon- 
ing," is due April 16 on IRS, while 
Inxs' second album, "The Swing," is 

slated for an April 27 release on 
Atco. And Big Country will follow 
its gold album "The Crossing" with a 
studio EP, "Wonderland," due on 
Mercury April 26. 

Also on tap are several key Latin - 
oriented releases. Elektra set a Mon- 
day (9) release for Ruben Blades' la- 

bel debut, "Buscando America," 
while RCA plans a late April release 
for Menudo's "Con Amor," a compi- 
lation of songs from previous Men - 
udo groups. And A &M's Latin divi- 
sion set an April 16 release date for a 
self -titled album by Lani Hall. 

Motown has already shipped 
"More Songs From The Soundtrack 
Of 'The Big Chill,' " a sequel to the 
soundtrack which went platinum last 
month. Since there weren't enough 
songs left over to form a full album, 
the set is augmented by four "bonus 
songs" from the same era. 

Another soundtrack due in the 
month is MCA's "16 Candles," fea- 
turing the Stray Cats' rendition of the 
title song, plus other cuts by the 
Thompson Twins and Patti Smith. 
Also: Atlantic's "Beat Street," billed 

as "volume one" of songs from that 
film. 

Top releases on the jazz front in- 
clude "Children's Songs" by Chick 
Corea and "Rejoicing" by Pat Meth - 
eny with Charlie Haden and Billy 
Higgins, both on ECM. Elektra/Mu- 
sician will also be represented by "In 
Performance At The Playboy Jazz 
Festival," a double album listing for 
$ 13.98. 

The key country releases include 
Ronnie Milsap's "One More Try For 
Love" and Louise Mandrell's "I'm 
Not Through," both due on RCA in 
late April. Also expected in April: 
new albums by Conway Twitty and 
the Statler Brothers. 

Leading the way in black music are 
new albums by two promising male 
singers. O'Bryan's third Capitol al- 
bum, "Be My Lover," is due Friday 
(13), while Roger's second Warner 
Bros. release, "The Saga Continues," 
is due April 30. Also due in the 
month is the latest by Columbia su- 
perstar Ray Charles, "Do I Ever 
Cross Your Mind." 

The April release is also highlight- 
ed by several label debuts. "Jermaine 
Jackson," the artist's long- promised 
first album for Arista, is set for April 
26, while Toni Tennille's "More 
Than You Know," a set of standards 
from the '30s and '40s, will be issued 
at the end of the month on Mirage. 

Timmy Thomas' first album for 
A &M's new Gold Mountain custom 
label, "Gotta Give A Little Love (10 
Years After)," is due April 30, the 
same day as J.D. Souther's debut for 
Warner Bros., "Home By Dawn." 

group collected two previous gold al- 
bums in 1982: "British Steel" and 
"Screaming For Vengeance." And 
Krokus notched its first gold album 
with "Head Hunter." 

The Scorpions' "Blackout" is the 
second heavy metal album to be cer- 
tified platinum so far this year, fol- 
lowing Motley Crue's "Shout At The 
Devil." 

The month's two other platinum 
albums were Van Halen's "1984," 
the supergroup's sixth platinum al- 
bum in a row, and the soundtrack to 
"The Big Chill." The latter album -a 
surprise hit for Motown -went gold 
last December. 

Motown had other news to cheer 
about in March: Rockwell earned 
both a gold album and single with 
"Somebody's Watching Me." All 
three of the other gold singles in the 
first quarter were CBS releases: 
Nena's "99 Luftballons," Billy Joel's 
"Uptown Girl" and Culture Club's 
"Karma Chameleon." 

Another of the month's gold al- 
bums was "Live" by Dallas Holm & 
Praise. It's the second gospel or inspi- 
rational album to be certified gold in 
recent months, following Amy 
Grant's "Age To Age" on Myrrh last 
November. 

Here's the complete list of March 
certifications. 

Platinum Albums 
Van Halen's "1984," Warner 

Bros. Their sixth. 
Scorpions' "Blackout," Mercury. 

Their first. 
"The Big Chill" soundtrack, 

Motown. 

Gold Albums 
Van Halen's "1984," Warner 

Bros. Their sixth. 
Various Artists' "Best Of Disney, 

Vol. 1," Disneyland /Vista. Their 
fourth. 

Judas Priest's "Defenders Of The 
Faith," Columbia. Their third. 

Scorpions' "Animal Magnetism," 
Mercury. Their second. 

Dallas Holm & Praise's "Live," 
Greentree /Benson. Their first. 

Krokus' "Head Hunter," Arista. 
Their first. 

Cyndi Lanper's "She's So Unusu- 
al," Portrait. Her first. 

Rockwell's "Somebody's Watch- 
ing Me." Motown. His first. 

Nena's "99 Luftballons," Epic. 
Their first. 

Rockwell's "Somebody's Watch- 
ing Me," Motown. His first. 

PAUL GREIN 

New Vid Rental Markup Planned 
Senate Subcommittee Hopes For Session By Early May 

By BILL HOLLAND 

WASHINGTON -The Senate 
Copyright Subcommittee now plans 
to hold another markup session on 
the controversial video rental bill (the 
Consumer Sales /Rental Amend- 
ment, S. 33) later this month or in 
early May, according to subcommit- 
teee staffers. 

No date has yet been scheduled. 
But staffers say that subeommitte 
chairman Charles Mathias (R -Md.) 
wants to move on the bill, and a 
scheduling date is imminent. 

The planned markup session fol- 
lows an attempt at markup Feb. 22 
that failed to muster a quorum. This 
was interpreted by critics of the legis- 
lation to mean that some subcommit- 
tee members were not happy with the 
language of the bill as written. 

Much behind- the -scenes re- draft- 
ing has taken place in the interim, 

largely in the form of a series of com- 
promise amendments being offered 
by Sen. Orrin Hatch (R- Utah). 
Hatch feels his amendments clarify 
problems with sections of the bill 
dealing with antitrust, simultaneous 
sale and rental and "sunset" provi- 
sions, and educational institution ex- 
emptions. Critics from the Home Re- 
cording Rights Coalition (HRRC) 
and the Video Software Dealers 
Assn. (VSDA) have called the 
amendments deceptive and pallative 
(Billboard, March 10). 

In other music industry- related 
Congressional activity, the Senate 
Copyright Subcommittee is also 
planning to hold the first hearing on 
the equally controversial one -time- 
fee jukebox bill, S. 1734, introduced 
by Sen. Edward Zorinsky (D- Neb.). 
While no date has yet been set, staff- 

ers also that that this hearing, too, 
will be in either late April or May. 
The subcommittee is waiting on a re- 
port from the Justice Department 
stating the Reagan administration's 
position on the jukebox bill. 

A source at Justice says that the 
legislative affairs office is "still work- 
ing" on the report, but adds that 
there has been some prodding from 
the subcommittee. 

On the House side, the subcommit- 
tee on courts, civil liberties and the 
administration of justice says that 
hearings will soon be held on the au- 
dio rental bill, H.R. 1027. The Senate 
version of the bill, S. 32, was passed 
in a unanimous vote last June 28. 
There are also plans to hold hearings 
on the House version of the jukebox 
bill, H.R. 3858, introduced by Rep. 
John Breaux (D -La.), but no date has 
been scheduled. 

THE UPTOWN GANG -Participants rehearse for the Uptown Hoedown, a 
fundraiser sponsored by the National Kidney Foundation and BMI Nash- 
ville. Shown from left are Foundation president Fern Richie; T.G. Sheppard, 
who is performing during the event at Nashville's Opryland Hotel; and the 

publishing company's Patsy Bradley, co- chairman of the event. 

Execulive Turnloble 
Mickey Granberg is appointed executive vice president of the National Assn. 

of Recording Merchandisers (NARM) and the Video Software Dealers Assn. 
(VSDA), replacing Dan Davis (separate story, page 64). She's been with NARM 
for 23 years . .. James Fishel is named executive director of the Recording In- 
dustry Assn. of America (RIAA) in New York, replacing Stephen Traiman. He 
was a freelance marketing consultant for several record companies for the last 
two years. Also, Audrey Strahl leaves her post as the association's public rela- 
tions director. She has not announced future plans. 

Record Companies 

Waugh Wright Turner 

RCA makes three changes in various offices. Butch Waugh is named manager 
of regional promotion for the Southeast and Southwest, based in Atlanta. He 
was the label's local promotion representative there. Mark Wright assumes a 
new post as a&r talent manager /production in Nashville. He was a staff writer 
and producer for CBS Songs. And Dale Turner joins the label as regional coun- 
try promotion manager for the Midwest, based in Chicago. He was program 
director at KSSN Cincinnati. 

Palo Alto Records ups Al Evers to director of business affairs in the label's 
Palo Alto, Calif. headquarters. He was director of creative services ... In New- 
ark, . Peter Pan Industries adds two to its staff. John Bauers joins as director of 
a&r and Dennis DePaul as sales service coordinator. Bauers was owner /opera- 
tor of John Bauers Music Production and Heavyweight Records, in which he 
maintains an interest. DePaul was an assistant operations manager at Burns 
Electronics . .. Tom Seaman is appointed manager of Jem Music Video in the 
company's South Plainfield, N.J. headquarters. He was a video buyer and mer- 
chandise manager for Sam Goody. 

Marketing 

Jill Freeman is promoted to national director of marketing services for Macey 
Lipman Marketing in Los Angeles. She was the firm's regional director of mar- 
keting and research. And Donnie Coleman is upped to national director of mar - 
keting/research for the firm. He had held the same post on a regional level 

. Two join the dance music promotion firm Musico in New York: Belinda 
Kempen as director of retail marketing and Jenny Peters as New York promo- 
tion manager. Kempen was director of marketing sales for the Import-Export 
company. Peters is a recording artist. 

Video/Pro Equipment 

Jonathan Lurie is named general manager and chief financial officer for 
Trans World Entertainment, the Hollywood -based videocassette manufacturer 
and distributor. He was a commercial lending officer at Bank Leumi Le- Israel 
... CBS /Fox Video ups two to sales directors: Vince Larinto for the Western 
zone, based in Los Angeles, and Sam Puleo for the Eastern zone, based in Chi- 
cago. The former was Western zone manager for consumer product sales; the 
latter held the same title for the Eastern zone. 

Bruce Sellers is appointed vice president of affiliate marketing for Rainbow 
(Continued on page 57) 
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