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Jim Henson & Columbia Make Album Pact 
4 Titles Feature Children's TV Characters 

BY DAVE DiMARTINO 

LOS ANGELES Four new album 
releases on Columbia represent the 
first product of a deal between the 
label and Jim Henson, creator of the 
Muppets and a near -legendary fig- 
ure in children's television. 

Released July 20, "Rocket To The 
Stars" and "Music Is Everywhere" 
feature the Muppet Babies; "Per- 
fect Harmony" and "Fraggle 
Rock," feature the characters from 
the "Fraggle Rock" series. Henson, 
creator of both shows, serves as ex- 
ecutive producer on the projects. 

The deal basically came about be- 
cause of the "evergreen" quality of 
most of Henson's many projects, 
says Bob Willcox, Columbia vice 
president of marketing, West 
Coast. "The children's market is a 
very topical market," says Willcox. 
"By that I mean we have a few 
things which are called evergreens, 
which last year in and year out. Ob- 

viously, Disney has a stronghold in 
that area. And then you have your 
more seasonal things -your shows 
which come and go and all the li- 
censed items which follow the same 
trend. They'll last for two or three 
years, and then they'll burn out. In 
getting involved with Henson, we 
saw the opportunity to work with 
someone who creates children's 
products which are very much ever- 
greens." 

Columbia's interest in the chil- 
dren's record market, says Willcox, 
was initially spurred by the label's 
success with the "Annie" film, 
which spawned four different al- 
bums. Other than the "Annie" 
records and a licensing deal with 
Henson's "Sesame Street" records 
several years ago, the new tie repre- 
sents Columbia's first full -time 
commitment to children's product, 
he says. 

Radio will not be a major factor in 
the sales of these records, says Will- 
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vocal sound is totally different 
from Torch Song, but I think peo- 
ple will pretty much recognize the 
instrumentation. 

"We're also taking the track 
'Fool To Myself' as a 7 -inch record 
to adult contemporary radio. Then 
we have an instrumental, 'Swamp 
Dog,' which is going to more speci- 
ality stations." 

According to Banet, "Swamp 
Dog" will serve as an introduction 
to an all -instrumental album from 
Orbit, scheduled for release in Oc- 
tober. 

Also contributing to the "Orbit" 
album is Orbit's Torch Song part- 
ner, Laurie Mayer, who sings 
backing vocals and is credited with 
co-writing some of the material. 
Plans call for Mayer to release a 
solo album, "I Married The Man 
Who Shot Me In The Head Four 
Times," later this year. According 
to Banet, it will feature a cover 
version of the Kansas song "Dust 
In The Wind." 

BOLTON'S BOLTIN' 
After penning hits for artists 

like Laura Branigan, Starship, 
and Gregg Allman, New York - 
based singer /songwriter Michael 
Bolton is looking to establish him- 
self as a major recording artist 

Unsurpassed in Quality 

GLOSSY 

PHOTOS 

28c 
EACH IN 

1000 LOTS 

100 POSTCARDS 

100 8x10 
$25 

$34.95 
CUSTOM 
COLOR PRINTS 

$115 
per 100 

Piuotographe 
165 West 46th Street, N.Y. 10036 

(212) 382-0233 

22 

with the release of his new Colum- 
bia album, "The Hunger," due in 
stores Sept. 1. 

According to Bolton's manager, 
Louis Levin, "In the past we've 
had to deal with executives at our 
record company wondering why we 
give hits to other artists. For this 
album, we saved them for our- 
selves. We really focused on the 
material and direction that was 
right for Michael. He's a great vo- 
calist, and the production on this 
album just enhanced and intensi- 
fied everything he's really about." 

Production chores on "The Hun- 
ger" were divided between Keith 
Diamond and Journey keyboardist 
Jonathan Cain. Additionally, Jour- 
ney members Neal Schon, Randy 
Jackson, and Mike Baird played 
on the Cain -produced cuts. 

"Using two producers really 
worked out very well," says Levin. 
"They never lost the focus of what 
they were dealing with. It was a 
perfect situation, and it certainly 
didn't lead to any inconsistency in 
the album. In fact, I think it was 
good that Michael had that oppor- 
tunity to stretch out with different 
people." 

The album's leadoff single, 
"That's What Love Is All About," 
is due Aug. 10, with an accompany- 
ing videoclip to follow. "There's al- 
ready a great buzz on the single at 
Columbia," says Levin. "I'm glad 
to say that Michael's a major prior- 
ity over there." 

Though determined to garner 
solo recognition, Bolton has not al- 
lowed his outside work to slip. He 
has written three songs for Cher's 
debut Geffen album, two of 
which -"I Found Someone" and 
"Hard Enough Getting Over 
You " -he also produced. 
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cox. Columbia will devote a major 
portion of its energy to creating 
"special merchandising efforts with 
the key outlets and distributors 
from around the country- whether 
it be advertising, merchandising, or 
whatever," he says. Because of the 
expense of a saturated television ad 
buy, he adds, the label will focus its 
energies on more targeted print and 
local advertising and "those kind of 
situations that work either for the 
retail outlets or distributors." 

A Muppet Babies video of "Ama- 
dogus"-a spoof of Falco's "Rock 
Me, Amadeus" -has been serviced 
to the appropriate cable channels, 
says Willcox. Additionally, a five - 
minute video promoting the new 
line to buyers and retailers has been 
produced by Henson. 

More Henson /Columbia product 
will be scheduled within the next six 
months, adds Willcox. 

Special Guest. After a show at New York's Lone Star Cafe, HighTone 
recording artist Joe Ely, right, was joined by Rolling Stone guitarist Keith 
Richards, who recently inked a solo deal with Virgin. (Photo: Godlis) 

Daltrey Can Wait To Hit The Road 
CROSSROADS: Roger Daltrey has lent himself to a 
slew of promotional efforts to support the release of his 
new Atlantic solo album, "Can't Wait To See The Mov- 
ie," but the ex -Who vocalist tells The Beat that he has 
no plans to promote the record with live concerts. "I 
don't want to tour," says Daltrey. "I don't think I can 
cut it anymore, I've had such a bellyful. If I do play live, 
it's something I'd like to just do occasionally." 

Though Daltrey's dilemma is understandable, one 
can't help feeling that his musical career would get a 
major boost in the arm if he were 
to hit the road. He is undeniably 
one of rock's finest front men, 
and it's a crying shame that we 
do not have the opportunity to 
hear live renditions of tunes 
from the new album and from 
his other two post -Who solo ef- 
forts, "Parting Should Be Pain- 
less" and "Under A Raging 
Moon." 

During recording sessions for the new "Can't Wait To 
See The Movie" album -a very entertaining set -Dal- 
trey once again worked with producer Alan Shacklock. 
"Alan's very good," says the singer. "Unlike me, he's 
classically trained, and I think our relationship, which 
started with 'Under A Raging Moon,' really bears fruit 
on the new album." 

In addition to his own albums, Daltrey has recorded a 
number of movie- associated songs in recent years. 
"They pay the rent," he laughs. "I actually like doing 
them, but I won't get involved just for the sake of it-it 
has to be a really good song." 

Also on the movie front, Daltrey says he will soon 
start producing a film, in which he will also star. Of his 
track record as an actor -which includes several British 
television productions as well as such movies as "Tom- 
my," " Lisztomania," and "McVicar " -Daltrey says, 
"I'm glad to say that I've generally been well received. 
I've done a lot of diverse things, and I've always been 
prepared to fall flat on my face." 

LEFT FIELD: Standard pop fare it may not be, but 
"Helleborine," the Columbia debut album from new 
British act Shelleyann Orphan -the duo of Caroline 
Crawley and Jemaur Tayle -is definitely well worth 
investigating. The album, recorded at London's Abbey 
Road studios, boasts an interesting selection of songs, 
most of which feature the instrumental accompaniment 
of acoustic guitar, clarinet, string trio, and oboe. Fans of 
Kate Bush and David Sylvian would do well to check 
this one out. 

When Shelleyann Orphan recently came to New York 
on its first U.S. promo outing, Crawley told The Beat, 
"We realize we're taking something of a gamble with 
what we're doing, but I think that if people listen to the 

album more than once they'll possibly appreciate what 
we're doing." 

CRYSTAL GAZIN': The Beat's advance copy of Dio's 
latest Warner Bros. album, "Dream Evil," came with an 
amusing note from the label's vice president of publici- 
ty, Bob Merlis: "You predicted that Whitesnake would 
happen -what do you think of this one? We're keeping 
our fingers crossed." 

Well Bob, you may have to keep those fingers crossed 
real tight to top the success of 
Coverdale's army. But there's 
no question that the Dio album is 
certainly the band's finest to 
date, and it should fare very well 
indeed in head -banging circles. 
The leadoff single, "I Could 
Have Been A Dreamer," is defi- 
nitely a winner, and the rest of 
the material boasts rock -solid 

tunes, top-notch guitar, and, as always, superb vocals 
from bandleader Ronnie James Dio. 

SHORT TAKES: Peter Cetera is writing and record- 
ing songs for his second Warner Bros. solo album, 
which he is co-producing with Pat Leonard. The former 
Chicago vocalist is also producing an album for ex- 
Abba gal Agnetha Falkstog ... L.A.-based writer-pro- 
ducer Duncan Pain, who co-penned the Robbie Nevil 
hit "C'Est La Vie," called with the news that he has just 
finished collaborating with Kool & the Gang on a re- 
working of the O'Kaysions oldie "Girl Watcher." The 
track, retitled "I'm A Wheel Watcher," will be used in an 
upcoming series of promo spots for the top TV game 
show, "Wheel Of Fortune." Additionally, Pain has also 
produced a cut for Shari Belafonte- Harper's upcom- 
ing Metronome /PolyGram album ... Phil Ramone has 
made himself a possible contender for the 1987 Robin 
Leach Award For Jetsetting these past few weeks. Af- 
ter completing production duties on the new Paul 
McCartney album in Britain, Ramone took the Con- 
corde back to the Big Apple to start working on Kenny 
Loggins' next Columbia release at the Power Station 
studio. But toward the end of July he interrupted the 
Loggins sessions and flew to Russia to engineer the 
Aug. 2 DIR broadcast of Billy Joel's concert in Lenin- 
grad. And lest we forget, Ramone has an executive pro- 
ducer credit on MCA's new "Moonlighting" album ... 
Check out the new Pepsi -Cola commercial featuring Da- 
vid Bowie and Tina Turner, which began airing on net- 
work TV July 27 following its July 25 MTV world pre- 
mière. The David Mallet - directed spot, filmed in Am- 
sterdam, features Bowie's "Modern Love" ... The title 
cut from Omar & the Howlers' Columbia debut album, 
"Hard Times In The Land Of Plenty," will be featured in 
the new Dudley Moore movie, "Like Father, Like Son." 
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