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MCA, Warner Bros. Applaud 
Tests Of Antiduping Chip 

presence of the notch is detected by 
a sensing chip placed in a tape re- 
corder, the machine's recording 
ability is temporarily disabled. 

The system has been touted by 
CBS and the Recording Industry 
Assn. of America as a method to 
prevent prerecorded music -espe- 
cially compact disks -from being 
copied by digital audiotape record- 
ers. 

A federal agency, the National 
Bureau of Standards, will have the 
final word on whether the CBS sys- 
tem has any audible effect on the 
prerecorded music it is meant to 
protect; its decision will probably 
come in early 1988. 

RCA Records, which also has the 
system, has not yet performed any 
in -house testing, although the la- 

(Continued on page 73) 

BY STEVEN DUPLER 

NEW YORK Private tests of CBS' 
antiduping Copycode system by 
MCA and Warner Bros. Records 
have so far yielded "very positive" 
results, with most producers, engi- 
neers, and a &r personnel unable to 
differentiate consistently between 
encoded and nonencoded music. 

Says Ed Outwater, executive di- 
rector of quality assurance for the 
Warner Communications Inc. Rec- 
ords Group: "For all intents and 
purposes, the system is inaudible. 
That's my opinion as well as that of 
people here who have heard it in ac- 
tion." 

The CBS system works by slicing 
a notch in the music's sonic spec- 
trum at an upper- midrange frequen- 
cy of about 3,800 hertz. When the 

Founder Buys 

Kartes Vid From 

Scripps Howard 
BY AL STEWART 

NEW YORK After two trouble- 
some years in the video business, 
newspaper chain Scripps Howard has 
sold Kartes Video back to its original 
owner, Jim Kartes. 

Kartes, who will serve as chairman 
and CEO, says the shift in ownership 
has already triggered a 43% staff re- 
duction and a plan to hike prices on 
select titles in the company's line of 
sell- through product. 

Kartes says he will also move to 
discontinue the company's 100% - 
guaranteed sales policy. Initiated af- 
ter Scripps Howard bought Kartes 
Video, the policy provided no incen- 
tive for retailers to promote the corm 
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POUR ON THE GRAVY! 
Music Sales Up, Despite Worries 

This story was prepared by Earl 
Paige in Los Angeles and Geoff 
Mayfield in New York. 

NEW YORK The holiday selling 
season got off to a promising, yet cu- 
rious start during the Thanksgiving 
weekend. 

"We're handily ahead of last year, 
but it's not comforting when you 
can't identify what the pattern is," 
says David Blaine, vice president and 
general manager of the 26 -store 
Waxie Maxie's chain, based in Wash- 
ington, D.C. "We are planning what's 
done [for the fourth quarter] earlier 

and more efficiently than any of the 
six years I've been here, but I'm still 
nervous." 

Most chains report increases over 
the generous sales they enjoyed dur- 
ing last year's Thanksgiving week- 
end, which led to a booming fourth - 
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Video Stones feast On Hot Tit /es 
This story was prepared by Chris 
Morris in Los Angeles and Ed 
Morris in Nashville. 

LOS ANGELES Sales and rental 
business at video specialty stores 
sparkled during the four -day 
Thanksgiving weekend, with some 

merchants reporting robust in- 
creases over last year's holiday sea- 
son kickoff. 

A wealth of manufacturers' sell - 
through programs sparked sharp 
sales increases for some retailers: 
The 135-store Erol's chain reports a 
staggering chainwide sales leap of 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

ONE OF THE YEAR'S BEST BANDS!" Charlie Logan WYNF. 
WNEW -FM, WLIR, WXRT, WRDU, and 91X agree. North Carolina's 
favorite band, THE CONNELLS, now sweeping the nation with 
haunting melodies and driving guitars. Their new album "BOYLAN 
HEIGHTS" TOP 15 Gavin Alternative -First Track OVER 
THERE" arriving at AOR this week. On TVT Records. 

On his great new album GEORGE JONES admits to being TOO 
WILD TOO LONG. But these days fans everywhere know he's 
Dependable Jones. With an unbroken string of hit singles and best 
selling albums, the most imitated singer in country music is 
knocking 'em dead in concert like never before! TOO WILD TOO 
LONG includes the phone -lighting single, "THE BIRD ". Produced 
by Billy Sherrill. On Epic Records, Cassettes, and CDs. 40781. 

81% over the '86 holiday weekend, 
while Applause Video saw sales 
soar 30% at its 84 outlets. 

The boost in sales was not at the 
expense of rentals -chains also saw 
a spurt in rental activity during the 
long holiday weekend. And dis- 
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For Melodiya, 

Glasnost Has 

Sour Notes, Too 
BY VADIM YURCHENKOV 

MOSCOW As a Mikhail Gorba- 
chev- inspired atmosphere of glas- 
nost and perestroika spreads in 
the Soviet Union, state -owned re- 
cord company Melodiya has found 
itself a target of the new spirit of 
openness. 

Under attack is the company's 
policy on the licensing of Western 
product for release here. Says a 
letter in the newspaper Soviet Cul- 
ture: "Are there experts at Melo- 
diya capable of selecting foreign 
records for release in our country? 
Worthwhile records are seldom is- 
sued, and even then only after 
long delays. It seems that Melo- 
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