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Keeping Faith With Legends; 
Fete For A King In Memphis 

THE SOURCE: What the current 
landscape of newly minted groups 
and youthful swing beats would lead 
one to believe is that there is no real 
longevity in R &B. Many of the 
young groups earnestly pay tribute 
to those who have come before by 
incorporating their vocal techniques 
or musical hallmarks into their pro- 
ductions. But what is obscured by 
this rather competitive obeisance is 
that many of the original artists are 
still out there, making good music, 
and trying to make a living in a soci- 
ety that worships youth and the 
"Next!" trend. 

For instance, 
the fabulous 
Darlene Love 
has had such a 
successful run 
in New York 
with her one - 
woman show 
based on her 
album, "Dar- 
lene Love: Por- 
trait Of A Singer," that her dates at 
the Bottom Line have been ex- 
tended through April. 

The unstoppable Etta James re- 
turns with "How Strong Is A 
Woman: The Island Sessions," a 
compilation of hits from her past 
two albums, "Stickin' To My Guns" 
and the previous "Seven Year Itch." 
This lady knows the blues. A treas- 
ure. 

The venerated Curtis Mayfield 
and his son, Todd Mayfield, have 
created a new independent rap label 
called Conquest Records, distrib- 
uted by Ichiban out of Atlanta. The 
label has introduced a compilation 
album, "Conquest Of A Nation," 
that features the artist Black AG's 
track "There It Is" as the fast sin- 
gle. Other Conquest artists on the 
album include Asar, Double Xpo- 
sure, Jena Si Qua, and Snoman. 
Curtom Records, the elder May- 
field's imprint, is still going strong. 
The artist himself remains para- 
lyzed from the neck down, but his 
presence is still felt. Shanachie Rec- 
ords is planning an all -star benefit 
tribute album. 

Another long -lived R &B group 
finds a new home. Kool & the Gang 
will release "Unite" on Mogull En- 
tertainment (formerly the L.A. - 
based JRS Records, just bought by 
industry vet Artie Mogull). Their 
first album in three years is due 
April 27, with the title track re- 
leased as a single April 9. The group 
includes its founder, Robert 
"Kool" Bell, as well as four other 
original members. 

This follows the formation of 
Commodores Records & Entertain- 
ment, out of St. Paul, Minn. Three 
of the Commodores- Walter Or- 
ange, J.D. Nicholas (who replaced 
Lionel Richie), and William 
King -have continued to tour and 
have released a new album, "Com- 
modores XX -No Tricks," and the 

sweet and gentle single, "Every- 
thing Reminds Me Of You." The al- 
bum also includes the track "Brick 
House '93." The label is being dis- 
tributed through Navarre Corp. 

Even the L.A. -based Chicano soul 
group Tierra is back. The band that 
hit in 1980 with the anthemic "To- 
gether" on the Boardwalk label has 
recorded a new. project, "Tierra To- 
night," on Thump Records. Still fea- 
turing the original Salas brothers, 
Tierra still mines the sentimental, 
West Coast Latin soul sound that 
made "Together" so poignant. 

It's gratifying to see the Mighty 
Three Music 
catalog of 

The 
Rhythm 
and the 
Blues . 
by Janine McAdams 

Gamble & 
Huff get a 
workout re- 
cently. Sybil 
takes on the 
Bluenotes' 
"The Love I 
Lost" as the 
second single 

from her Next Plateau album, while 
Reprise newcomer Nick Scotti 
works out on his version of the 
Bluenotes' "Wake Up Everybody." 
On a related note, U.K. act Take 
That on RCA debuts in the States 
with a cover of the Tavares' 1975 
No. 1 "It Only Takes A Minute." 

For reminders of the rich history 
and tradition of our music, check 
out Columbia's fantastic releases, 
the two -CD "A Tribute To Black 
Entertainers" and "Stars Of The 
Apollo Theatre." The former spans 
the decades, including such diverse 
entertainers as Lena Horne, Pearl 
Bailey, Earl Hines, Duke Elling- 
ton, Cab Calloway, Little Ri- 
chard, the Isley Brothers, and 
Marvin Gaye. The Apollo collection 
features some of the comedy rou- 
tines, production numbers, and clas- 
sic tunes performed on the land- 
mark's stage during its heyday. 
Among those featured: Ella Fitz- 
gerald, Billie Holiday, Butter - 
beans & Susie, Screamin' Jay 
Hawkins, and the Mills Brothers. 

Another treasure, if you can get 
your hands on it, is the "Rites Of 
Rhythm & Blues" disc on Capitol, 
featuring the 1993 Rhythm & Blues 
Foundation Pioneer artists Floyd 
Dixon, Hadda Brooks, Wilson 
Pickett, the Vandellas, the Impe- 
rials, Solomon Burke, Lowell 
Fulson, Erskine Hawkins, James 
Brown, Jimmy Witherspoon, 
Carla Thomas, and others. 

MARCH ON: The Civil Rights 
Museum in Memphis has planned a 
special series of events to honor the 
memory of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. titled "March On: A 25th 
Anniversary Tribute To The Life, 
The Man, And The Movement," 
April 2-4 at the museum (located at 
the old Lorraine Motel where King 
was fatally shot). The culmination of 
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