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Bob Dylan's "Like a Rolling 
Stone" and Joe South's 
"Don't It Make You Wanna 
Go Home." It is by no means 
a perfect effort (a heavy - 
handed "Hey Good 
Lookin' " is almost painful), 
but the Headhunters 
remain arguably the most 
consistent and durable 
Southern rock outfit on the 
planet. -RW 

GOSPEL 

MARION WILLIAMS 
Remember Me 
Producer: Anthony Heilbut 
Shanachie 
Release Date: June 21 

©Marion Williams is 

considered by many to 
be the finest, most thrilling 
and original singer gospel 
music ever produced. This 
definitive, 24 -song 
collection, lovingly 
assembled and annotated 
by gospel scholar Anthony 
Heilbut, makes that 
contention difficult to 
dispute. With a four -octave 
range and staggering 
interpretative skills that ran 
from a bluesy growl to 
notes as high as the 
heavens, Williams -who 
died in 1993 -had a major 
hand in defining and ex- 
panding gospel, as well as 
strongly influencing secular 
R &B. Half the selections 
here are previously 
unissued, and capture some 
of Williams' finest moments. 
The million -selling "How I 

Got Over," "The Lord Will 
Make a Way Somehow" and 
the definitive take on 
Thomas A. Dorsey's "The 
Day Is Past and Gone" only 
scratch the surface of this 
essential anthology from 
one of gospel's true 
treasures. -GE 
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GERALD TOTO, RICHARD 
BONA, LOKUA KANZA 
TotoBonaLokua 
Producer: Laurent Bizot 
Sunnyside 
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Release Date: July 19 

©French producer 
Laurent Bizot had one 

of those light- bulb -over- 
the -head moments when 
he brought together three 
extraordinary musicians - 
Gerald Toto (from Martin- 
ique), Richard Bona 
(Cameroon) and Lokua 
Kanza (Congo) -in a Paris 
studio. "TotoBonaLokua" 
offers the best of several 
worlds in several langu- 
ages: English, Lingala, 
Douala and Creole. One 
might expect distinctly 
sub -Saharan sounds from 
a pair of Africans and an 
Afro -Caribbean singer, 
and that rhythmic factor is 
certainly at play. Yet most 
of the tunes are more jazz 
improv with West African 
musical sensibilities, 
seasoned with a bit of doo 
wop, Caribbean zouk and 
timeless R &B. That's a 

varied set of influences, 
but the songs aren't 
complicated. The music is 
an arresting interplay of 
voice, synths and acoustic 
instruments that will set 
up camp in your CD 
player. -PVV 

VITAL REISSUES 

MR. SCRUFF 
Mrs. Cruff 
Producer: Mr. Scruff 
Ninja Tune 
Release Date: July 12 

Ninja Tune's reissue of Mr. 
Scruff's 1997 full -length 
debut is an important 
piece of the artist's 
chronology, revealing just 
how far Andy Carthy has 
come in his DJ career. A 
collection of his previously 
released 12 -inch singles, 
"Mrs. Cruff" is a 

hodgepodge of linear trip - 
hop, dub, electropop and a 

dash of jazz, with each 
song nearly the same 
tempo as the previous. 
Replete with harmless 
samples and the 
occasional trumpet solo, 
the album showcases a 

humble beginning to what 
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would be a much more 
entertaining future. Tracks 
like the ethnic -influenced 
"Chicken in a Box" and the 
aptly named "Bobby's Jazz 
Pony" capture his poten- 
tial; others drag and aren't 
of much use for dancing. 
While his loops seem 
monotonous at times, it's 
easy to hear Scruff staking 
out his addictive signature 
sounds. -KH 

TWISTED SISTER 
Live at Wacken -The 
Reunion 
Eagle Vision 
Release Date: June 28 
The title isn't completely 
accurate for this Twisted 
Sister DVD /CD combo. The 
seminal lineup of Dee 
Snider, A.J. Pero, Eddie 
Ojeda, Mark "Animal" 
Mendoza and Jay Jay 
French stopped performing 
together in 1987 after falling 
victim to infighting. Their 
reunion was actually spread 
across several gigs starting 
in 2000, before the brutally 
glam rockers blazed a 2003 
comeback as a European 
metal festival headliner. This 
DVD, taped at Germany's 
Wacken Open Air Festival, 
finds the www.billboard.com 
group playing THIS WEEK ON 
the hell out of doX)M 
its bar -band 
rock numbers, 
which goes 
over nicely 
with the 
amphetamine 
treatment 
given to "Born 
to Be Wild." 
The lead and 
backup vocals 
aren't going 
to win any awards, but 
Twisted Sister definitely 
deliver on "Knife in the 
Back" and "Under the 
Blade." Bonus highlight: the 
Blue Man Group performing 
TS anthem "We're Not 
Gonna Take It" at a tribute 
to Atlantic Records 
president Jason Flom. -CLT 

ADDITIONAL 
REVIEWS: 

Sufjan 
Stevens, 
"Illinois" 
(Asthmatic Kitty) 

Felt 2, "A 
Tribute to 
Lisa Bonet" 
(Rhymesayers) 

Kinski, "Alpine 
Static" (Sub Pop: 

CRITICS' CHOICE *: A new release, regardless of chart 
potential, highly recommended for musical merit. 

All albums commercially available in the United 
States are eligible. Send album review copies to 
Jonathan Cohen and singles review copies to Chuck 
Taylor (both at Billboard, 770 Broadway, Sixth 
Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003) or to the writers in the 
appropriate bureaus. 

REV RUN Mind on the 
Road (2:39) 
Producers: Whiteboy, 
Rev Run 
Writers: J. Simmons, J. 
Kuleszynski, J. Hooker, 
A. Merrill 
Publishers: various 
Russell Simmons Music 
Group /IDJ (CD promo) 
In this age of thugged -out 
gangsta rap, generic beats 
and bling braggery, it's 
refreshing to find a new 
track by one of rap's first 
superstars. As Run of Run - 
D.M.C., Joseph Simmons 
was responsible for bring- 
ing rap to the mainstream. 
Now going by Rev Run, he's 
releasing his first solo 
album, "Distortion," Sept. 
13. Thankfully, Run's not 
trying to reinvent the 
wheel. Run -D.M.C. was the 
first rap act to incorporate 
electric guitar into its 
music -which "Mind on the 
Road" upholds. Nicking a 

drum beat, guitar riff and 
scream from Joan Jett's 
1982 classic "I Love Rock 'N 
Roll," the single sounds like 
it could have easily come 
out 20 years ago, which is a 

good thing. It's hard to 
imagine R &B radio's take on 
this, but modern could be 
interested, and depending 
on the popularity of his 
forthcoming MTV series, 
"Run's House," top 40 could 
also come to the table. -BT 

BOWLING FOR SOUP 
Ohio (Come Back to Texas) 
(3:50) 
Producers: Russ -T Cobb, 
Janet Reddick 
Writers: L. Reddick, Maloy, 
Bruner 
Publishers: various 
Jive (CD promo) 
At this point, Bowling for Soup 
has its shtick down pat: frantic, 
Good Charlotte -brand 
rhythms accompanied by 
adolescent -appealing lyrics 
and goofy choruses. And it 
works. The third single from 
the gold -certified "A 
Hangover You Don't Deserve" 
is more of the same as 
previous singles "Almost" and 
"1985," both of which seduced 
top 40 radio. The charm of 
this one: ear -pricking shout - 
outs to Texas signatures Troy 
Aikman, Willie Nelson, the 
Bush twins, Pantera and Blue 
Belle (ice cream). You'll be 
singing along- whether you 
choose to or not. -CT 

LISA MARIE PRESLEY 
Idiot (3:28) /Thanx (3:37) 
Producer: Eric Rosse 
Writers: L. Presley, L. Perry 
Publisher: not listed 
Capitol (CD promos) 
Proving she's serious about 
a music career, Lisa Marie 
Presley enlisted the help of 
powerhouse writer Linda 
Perry on sophomore album 
"Now What," which spawns 
these two simultaneous 
singles. "Idiot," aimed at top 
40 radio, is an I- hate -you 
rocker on which Presley 
snarls to an ex- lover, "You're 
an idiot /And I hate your 
guts." Not exactly poetry. 
Production begs to be more 
punk and less made -for- 
radio, despite an inspired 
guitar performance from ex- 
Sex Pistol Steve Jones. On 
the other end of the 
spectrum, Presley delivers 
to adult top 40 "Thanx," a 

gentle midtempo ballad 
that's a courteous ode to 
allies, though again not a 

standout. Both tracks are 
pleasant enough, but fail to 
showcase her obvious vocal 
talents. Even so, we 
continue to see her as a 

developing artist with 
promise. -KT 

LaTOYA LONDON 
Appreciate (3:41) 
Producers: Bradley, 3 
Writers: various 
Publishers: various 
Peak Records (CD promo) 
The most important things 
to know about LaToya 
London are that she has 
been singing since she was 
7 and that in the years 
since, this soulful 
songstress has figured out 
what it takes to be a major 
force in a business that is 

starved for new talent. (The 
last thing you need to know 
is that London was the third 
runner -up on season three 
of "American Idol. ") Debut 
single "Appreciate" 
showcases a newly 
burgeoning breed of 
female R &B artists whose 
greatest ability is to sing; 
image, beauty and star 
presence are evident, too, 
but substance leads the list. 
London adds a bit of spice 
with a rap from the Roots' 
Black Thought, but the 
emphasis is on grade -A 
vocals, a chorus hook you'll 
carry around all day long, 
lush harmonies and a 

pleasantly supportive 

lyrical call -out to men. We 
greatly "Appreciate" this 
exciting new singer's 
obvious talents. -CT 

FALL OUT BOY Sugar, 
We're Goin Down (3:48) 
Producer: Neal Avron 
Writers: P. Stump, Fall Out 
Boy, P. Wentz 
Publisher: Chicago X 
Softcore (BMI) 
Island (CD promo) 
Nestled between hardcore 
and emo is softcore, and Fall 
Out Boy is one of the sub- 
genre's best -kept secrets. 
That's about to change, 
though. With an infectious 
beat and an amusingly 
anthemic chorus, "Sugar, 
We're Goin Down" -the first 
single off the album "From 
Under the Cork Tree " -is one 
sticky melody. So it is not 
surprising that the video is 

already a big hit on MTV's 
"TRL" and the song is 

quickly climbing The 
Billboard Hot 100. Mixed by 
hitmaker Tom Lord -Alge 
(Blink -182, Weezer), "Sugar" 
is sure to be a taste of sweet 
success for the band. -KK 

UTADA Exodus'04 
(various times) 
Producer: Timbaland 
Writers: T. Mosley, F. Hills, 
Utada 
Publishers: various 
Remixers: various 
Island Records (CD promo) 
Island Records hoped that 
when Japanese pop artist 
Utada released her U.S. 
debut, "Exodus," in 2004, 
the album would translate 
into the vast stardom she 
enjoys overseas. The set 
didn't take off, but its 
single, "Devil Inside," hit No. 
1 on the Hot Dance Music/ 
Club Play chart. Island is 

pushing a maxi -single of 
the cut "Exodus '04" that 
contains 10 remixes. The 
Double J Radio and Josh 
Harris Elektrik Radio mixes 
should be promoted to DJs. 
Those reconstructions infuse 
the vibe of an uptempo 
"Missing" by Everything but 
the Girl yet preserve enough 
of Utada's bright vocals to 
maintain her profile. For fans, 
the chilled Josh Harris 
Exodus Experience and the 
mechanical march in Kriya 
Vs. Velez Progressive 
Trance are also worthy 
interpretations. -CLT 
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