
ABC Engineering Director Named to
Membership on NAB Committee

Frank Marx, director, General Engineering Depart-
ment, ABC, has been appointed to membership on the
NAB Engineering Executive Committee.

Mr. Marx replaces Royal V. Howard, now NAB di-
rector of engineering.

Recording, Reproducing Standards Meeting
Scheduled for Atlantic City September 16

Resuming its war -interrupted work on the establish-
ment of recording and reproducing standards the NAB
Recording and Reproducing Standards Committee is
scheduled to meet during the Annual Convention in
Convention Hall, Atlantic City, on September 16.

The meeting is designed primarily for manufac-
turers of equipment and recording engineers, and will
not conflict with other broadcasting business to be
discussed that day.

All parties interested in the establishment of the
standards were requested to advise NAB of their in-
tention to participate in resolving the problem and to
name representatives and alternates to the full Com-
mittee.

"The acceptance of NAB's preliminary standards
has been most gratifying," Royal V. Howard, NAB Di-
rector of Engineering, stated at a preliminary meeting
held at NAB headquarters. "The need for completion
of the standards and possible minor modification of
the existing ones is one of the most pressing of the
industry's engineering problems. From a practical
standpoint, it is expected that if standardization of
the type envisioned can -be achieved, not only can vast
sums be saved the industry but more uniform and
higher quality recorded programs would be presented
to the public."

In view of the wide usage by broadcast stations of
standard "home type" 78 rpm records, the Executive
Committee of the Recording and Reproducing Stand-
ards Committee has included in the agenda of stand-
ardization the characteristics of these records in addi-
tion to that of 33.3 rpm transcriptions.

After discussions with several foreign broadcasters,
Mr. Howard stated that many international broad-
casters have expressed a desire to take advantage of
the NAB Recording and Reproducing Standards so
that transcriptions the world over would have uniform
characteristics. Many foreign countries now use the
Standards, but feel complete standards should be estab-
lished.

The NAB Recording and Reproducing Standards
Committee was first organized at Detroit in June, 1941.
Seventy-seven members of the Committee, represent-
ing organizations interested in recording and repro-
duction, participated in the work. The present stand-
ards were officially adopted by the NAB Board of
Directors in March, 1942.

It is expected that working Committees of specialists
would be selected in addition to a new Executive Com-
mittee at the Standardization meeting in September.

On the list of problems to come up for discussion at
the Atlantic City meeting is the reopening of the
subject of high frequency pre-emphasis for tran-

scriptions. Present standards show a high frequency
boost of 100 mili-seconds, but some recorders believe
this should be reduced to 75 mili-seconds as in FM.

While some 16 standards have been_adopted, several
others were left undecided by the war. Among these
are standards for: recorded level; signal to noise
ratio; concentricity of center hole; turntable diameter
(this was tentatively standardized that the minimum
diameter of the reproducing turntable shall be 15%
inches) ; minimum turntable torque; output level of the
pickup equalizer combination ; tracking error; groove
contour and others.

Clear Channel Hearings Postponed
To Avoid Conflict with Convention

The FCC announced last Monday (28) that it had
postponed the Clear Channel Hearings from September
15 until September 29.

If the hearings had not been postponed, a date
conflict would have arisen since the NAB Convention
will get underway on September 15.

Small Market Stations

Work of Small Market Stations Group Cul-
minates in Revision of FCC Requirements

As a result of the project initiated about two years
ago by the NAB Small Market Stations Executive
Committee, the FCC on Friday (1) announced its
plan to place commercial radio operator examinations
and licenses in line with developments that have been
made in the industry.

Details of the revisions in the requirements will be
found in this issue of REPORTS on page 621.

General

Educational Standards Committee to Study
Methods of Setting Radio Course Standards
Looking toward methods of establishing close co-

operation between the radio broadcasting industry
and schools which offer radio courses, the NAB Edu-
cational Standards Committee held its initial meeting
in Washington Monday (28).

Because of the rapid expansion in the field of broad-
casting, with the resulting heavy demands for qualified
personnel, the Association's Board of Directors, at its
meeting in May, authorized the establishment of the
Committee to study the various radio courses offered
by high schools, colleges and universities, and to
recommend to the Board possible methods for setting
standards.

The Committee, as a result of its meeting on Mon -
(Continued on newt page)
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