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The U.S. Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) regulates television in Puerto Rico. Its jurisdic- 
tion over the Puerto Rican communication industry is 
identical to that over the United States and the other 
U.S. territories. It oversees most aspects pertaining to 
the television industry, including the assignment of 
frequencies, the granting of licenses and their renewal, 
the evaluation and approval of construction permits, 
and requests for changes in frequencies, potency, and 
ownership. Following passage of the Telecommunica- 
tions Act of I996. all facets of the telecommunication 
industry in Puerto Rico, like those throughout the 
United States, have been rapidly changing. Mergers 
and acquisitions, convergence of industries, and eco- 
nomic distress have affected many telecommunication 
sectors. Although actions of the FCC remained uncer- 
tain as of 2002, it was clear that Puerto Rican televi- 
sion would be altered in the near future. 

History and Trends 

Television could not develop in Puerto Rico as early as 

it did in other areas of the region, due to Puerto Rico's 
condition as a territory of the United States, which put 
the communication industry under the overriding con- 
trol of the FCC. When the FCC implemented the tele- 
vision freeze and "ordered applications for new TV 
stations placed in the pending file" on September 29, 
1948, Puerto Rico had no choice but to postpone its in- 
cursion into the new medium. 

The agency renewed the process for the issuance of 
broadcasting licenses on April 12, 1952, and soon 
thereafter, on July 24. 1952, it granted the first permit 
for the construction of a commercial television station 
in a U.S. territory to El Mundo Broadcasting Com- 
pany. WKAQ-TV, Telemundo, was founded by Angel 
Ramos, who also owned El Mundo newspaper and 
WKAQ radio (Radio el Mundo), the first radio station 
in Puerto Rico (established in 1922). Telemundo re- 
ceived its FCC license to transmit over Channel 2 in 
San Juan on February 12, 1954, and went on the air 
with regular programming on March 28. 1954. The 
second permit for the construction of a commercial 
television station was granted to Ramón Quiñónez, 
owner of WAPA Radio on August 12, 1952. WAPA- 
TV received its FCC license to transmit over Channel 
4 in San Juan on March 15, 1954. It started regular 

transmission on May I. 1954. Programming at both 
TV stations extended from 4:30 P.M. to 10:30 P.M. and 
included varied genres such as live comedy and drama, 
variety shows, women's programs (cooking shows), 
news programs, and films (mostly Mexican). 

Competition has always been fierce among these 
two broadcasters, which have alternated in their suc- 
cess at being the first to offer videotape technology 
(1966), color television (1968), and satellite broadcast- 
ing (1968)-many times achieving these accomplish- 
ments within a week of each other. They have also 
alternated in obtaining the largest share of the audience 
and the top programs. Due to their early successes, 
these two stations attracted the attention of mainland 
corporations. A succession of sales took place and con- 
tinues to this day; in fact, changes in ownership have 
accelerated since approval of the Telecommunications 
Act of 1996. 

WKAQ-TV. Telemundo, was first sold to John Blair 
and Company, a diversified, publicly traded U.S. com- 
pany on April 14, 1983. Blair and Company then sold 
the station in October 1987 to Reliance Inc., the own- 
ers of Telemundo, the Spanish -language television net- 
work in the United States. Thus, Telemundo of Puerto 
Rico became part of the large network of Hispanic TV 
stations on the mainland. In October 2001 NBC, a di- 
vision of General Electric, acquired Telemundo Com- 
munications Group, which includes Telemundo of 
Puerto Rico, in a package deal worth $2.7 billion. Reg- 
ulatory approval by the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) has been granted: FCC approval was expected 
shortly. 

WAPA-TV. or Televicentro, has changed ownership 
several times since 1975. It was acquired first by West- 
ern Broadcasting in the United States; later sold to 
Screen Gems, a subsidiary of Columbia Pictures; and 
acquired in 1980 by Pegasus Inc.. a subsidiary of Gen- 
eral Electric. In December 1999 WAPA-TV was sold 
to LIN Television, a subsidiary of diversified media 
company Chancellor Media Corporation, which also 
owns and operates eight FM radio stations in Puerto 
Rico through Primedia Broadcast Group. 

In the early 1950s the Department of Education, 
headed by Mariano Villalonga, lobbied for the estab- 
lishment of public broadcasting. On June 25, 1954, the 
Puerto Rican Legislature approved Joint Resolution 
Number 94, which authorized and assigned the fund - 
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