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Software Developments for the Ten-Tec RX-320

ometimes, upon revisiting a piece of
equipment, I find my original impressions
have changed. It had been two years since

I first used the Ten-Tec RX-320 PC receiver. Re-
cently, there has been press coverage of Ten-
Tec's new, "high -end," $1000 -plus receiver (see
p. 98). But, instead of reaching for my wallet, I
decided to dust off the RX-320.

The RX-320 is a black -box that connects to
a PC and becomes a full function shortwave re-
ceiver. Unlike other PC receiver manufacturers,
Ten-Tec decided to concentrate their efforts on
0.1 to 30 MHz. Although the RX-320 does not
cover VHF/UHF frequencies, what it does, it
does very well. Since it is a true DSP (digital
signal processing) receiver, the filtering can be
manipulated to have a wide range - from very
narrow 300 Hz for data reception, to 8000 Hz
for voice reception. This one feature alone makes
the RX-320 worth revisiting. At a price of un-
der $300 it was a very exciting product when it
was introduced.

Figure One - Ten-Tec version 1.28 Beta

Now, approximately two years since my first
encounter with the RX-320, a search of the
intemet turned up a plethora of options and fea-
tures in new software packages. Some of the
software is available free - for example, the lat-
est update from Ten-Tec; others, such as ERGO,
must be purchased via the intemet. I used an HP
Pavilion 2237, 233 MHz Pentium, with 32 MEG
of RAM, running Windows 98, to exercise these
RX-320 software.

"Parental" Control of the RX-320

Ten -Fee Continues to support their product
well. Although version 1.27 is the "accepted"
version, I used version 1.28 Beta. The "Beta"

tag indicates that it is under development and
may contain bugs; I did not find any.

Installation is quick and simple. The main
screen of version 1.28 is shown in Figure 1. It
provides flawless, simple, but adequate, opera-
tion of the RX-320. A spectrum display feature
is also included. No advanced features are pro-
vided, but the operation is simple and intuitive.
For first time and casual users, version 1.28 will
be fine. Ten-Tec's software can be downloaded
free at www.tentec.com/RX320FTP.htm.

+ Getting Xtra Features

Dxtra has produced a software package, ver-
sion 1.2 World Station for the RX-320, that has
a unique operating screen. Sec figure Two.
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Figure Two - Dxtra version 1.2
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Installation is not convenient. It is not auto-
mated and takes a fair amount of downloading
time. Dxtra uses Java, and lots of Java screens
are loaded during the install. Although this is
done automatically, it may be the source of the
sluggish response of the program.

Dxtra's display screen attempts to simulate
"edge spin" tuning wheels -a nice concept. but
operationally it doesn't add anything, except a
bit of initial confusion. Also, I could not find a
spectrum scope function in Dxtra.

Dxtra has many nice features, such as its
History Table. This saves a "history" of recently
tuned frequencies for quick and easy recall.
Dxtra has nice scanning features and many con-
venient tuning methods. Tuning can be achieved
via the keyboard, or point -and -click. Dxtra's
integral database captures copious amount of
station and receiver -setting data for each entry.
Dxtra's World Station software is available for
$79.95 at www.dxtra.com/

RX-320 and DSP

One of the DSP audio programs (GNAPS1)
we looked at in May was produced by Gerd
Niephaus. This same author also produced an
RX-320 program called GNR. Installation of the
RX-320 program is simple. However, installa-
tion of its database program is a separate opera-
tion and requires a bit of hand holding.

The screen display, Figure Three, is very
basic with no tuning "knob." A pushbutton re-
ceiver panel screen is the business end of this
program. All controls are obvious and easy to
use. But, intuitive computer keyboard controls
have not been totally implemented. For example,
keyboard arrows are not functional. Point -and -
('lip i. the order of the day.
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Figure Three - GAR b; G. .Viephaus

Although basic and lacking a spectrum dis-
play, GNR does have some expansion of the ba-
sic radio functions. For example it provides sepa-
rate level controls for both the speaker and line-
out. Use of the database is the both comprehen-
sive and easy. In fact, it was one of the most easy -
to -use databases we tried for the RX-320.

When used with the aforementioned DSP
audio program, available from the same website,
the package is nice, simple and free. GNR is
available for downloading from http://
members.tripod.com/-gniephaus/.

0119 Of the Best

I had problems downloading an RX-320
program authored by Clifton Turner, KF5OJ.
Finally, on the fifth try, downloaded files were
saved and I proceeded with its installation. I am
sure glad that I persevered. With the exception
of the awkward installation, which could stand
more detailed, clear instructions, I have only
praise for this program.

The KF5OJ program has so many different
methods of tuning no one will be disappointed.
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