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DXCC How Hard Can It Be?

0 kay. Let me begin by getting the an-
nual New Year's resolutions out of
the way. You' II find they do not

change much from year to year but that does
not reduce their meaning or importance. Stand
up...Put your hand over your heart and repeat
after Old Uncle Skip:

1) If I do not have an Amateur Radio
license I will get licensed this year.

2) If I do have a license I will upgrade it
to the next highest license until I am
an Extra class.

3) If I am an Extra class I will find some-
body who isn't licensed and help
them get licensed. (You thought you
were going to get out of this because
you achieved 1&2, didn't you?)

4) I will repeat number 3 until I can't
get on the HF CW bands without
turning on my 250 Hz filter.

Now let me throw in one more just for fun
and as a challenge:

5) I will earn my DXCC certificate this
year.

Becoming a member of the DX Century
Club is one of the great accomplishments of the
amateur radio hobby. Proving to all the world
that your personal ham station can reach out
and touch 100 entities (not countries...more on
this later) serves to impress even nonradio ori-
ented personages. Further, performing this task
fills a nice little album of QSL cards from around
the globe. With the DXCC certificate on your
wall you can proudly say to all who will listen
that you have "Worked the World."

The first time I put in for the DXCC
award took me about 15 years. Let me assure
everyone that is was a very unusual case. Dur-
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ing that duration I finished an undergraduate
degree, completed a Masters degree, got mar-
ried, had two kids, changed professions three
times, served my country in Operation Desert
Storm, moved five times, picked up a certifica-
tion in Public Management and continued in
two part time gigs, one of which has been writ-
ing for MT and a number of other magazines.
Oh, and did I mention that radio is not my only
hobby? As John Lennon put it: "Life is what
happens while you're making other plans."

I am now going around the DXCC route
again, just for fun, using 5 watts QRP. I am
chasing DX very casually because I really en-
joy ragchewing more than DXing. I have 90
entities worked and 60 entities confirmed in
less than two years with all cards coming by
way of the QSL Bureau, which really slows
things down. I know many serious contesters
who routinely work the equivalent of DXCC
and more on any given contest weekend!

The point of all this and the New Year's
challenge is that making the contacts that go
toward earning your DXCC is no more difficult
than tossing enough RF up into the air at the
right times and places - even if the amount of
RF is as little as 5 watts or even I watt or less
(it has been done). The bigger challenge (as any-
one who has achieved this award can attest to),
is getting in those precious confirming QSL
cards through all those different postal systems.

So let's take a look at this whole DXCC
process. I think you will quickly see that get-
ting that certificate up on your wall is well within
the reach of any ham with HF privileges. (See
New Years Resolution #2 listed above).

When is a country an entity?
Right from the get go, let me clear up a

common misconception about the DXCC
award. Becoming a member of the DX Century
Club is not about contacting and confirming 100
individual nations. The award is given for con-
tacting and confirming 100 different entities. The
main criteria for establishing an entity under
the rules of the award are, among other things:

Political Entities: These are defined as
United Nations (UN) member states, nations
with assigned International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) callsign blocks, or any other enti-
ties having separate membership in the Interna-
tional Amateur Radio Union.

Geographic Separation: When an above -
defined Political Entity is physically separated
into two or more parts, either by 100 kilome-
ters or more of land or 350 kilometers of water.
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(There are few more standards to these criteria
but this gives you the gist of things).

Special Areas: Covers everything not ac-
counted for by the above two categories. One
of these is the International Telecommunica-
tions Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland
(4UIITU). This is considered to be a special
entity.

There are also ineligible areas, such as De-
militarized Zones and criteria for removal
brought about by the changes in the "real"
world. Recent examples of ineligibility brought
about by political changes have been the Ger-
man Democratic Republic (DM), Czechoslo-
vakia (OK) and the Canal Zone (KZ5).

Now if you paid attention in Miss
Grundy's sixth grade geography class, you're
already getting a sense of how one country can
count for more than one entity. Take, for ex-
ample. our own good old US of A. The contigu-
ous 48 states count as one entity: Alaska and
Hawaii, under the above rules, count as two
more entities. So if you have, in your ham ca-
reer, already received the Worked All States
(WAS) award, you are already down to 97 enti-
ties on your DXCC countdown. Grab 4U1UN
in New York City (one of those special enti-
ties) and you can count another notch in your
belt without leaving home, so to speak.

Right now there are a total of 335 recog-
nized entities with nearly 300 demonstrating
regular amateur radio activity at least part of
the year, so grabbing 100 can't be all that hard,
right? It's actually even easier than you might
imagine.

Let's go back and take another look at that
ham who has achieved WAS. No matter how
modest this person's station might be, he or
she clearly has a transmitter and antenna that
can put a signal out over a fairly large chunk of
the Northern and Western hemispheres. A quick
glance at a list of those recognized entities re-
veals that 48 of them are within the North
American continent. So you do not have to go
too far from home to get nearly half way through
to DXCC. If you are on the East coast, you can
easily find most of the rest of what you need
without looking any further than the European
continent; West coast folks enjoy a similar list
of possibilities into Asia and Oceania. We
haven't even brought up South America or Af-
rica. Remember that DXCC involves contact
less than one third of all the possibilities.

The DXCC Honor Roll lists the callsigns
of literally hundreds of hams who have worked
at least 325 of the current 335 entities. There
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