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C FH,	 the	 radio	 voice	 of	 the	Canadian	
Forces	in	Halifax,	Nova	Scotia,	has	been	
a	 fixture	on	 the	utility	bands	 for	gen-

erations.	Its	best	known	transmissions	were	the	
weather	data	on	122.5,	4271.0,	6496.4,	10536.0,	
and	13510.0	kilohertz	(kHz).
	 CFH	 broadcast	 radiofacsimile	 (FAX)	
weather	charts	at	the	top	of	the	hour,	then	filled	
in	the	rest	of	the	time	with	text	in	radio	teletype	
(RTTY).	Unencrypted	RTTY	is	getting	rare	in	
North	America,	and	these	were	good	places	to	
give	one’s	software	a	workout.	In	both	modes,	
the	 content	 came	 from	 the	Canadian	Forces	
Meteorological	and	Oceanic	(METOC)	Centre.	
	 Given	all	this	history,	listeners	were	rather	
shocked	when	all	 these	 frequencies	 suddenly	
went	silent	in	November	of	2010.	Days	of	moni-
toring	since	have	turned	up	absolutely	nothing.	
At	press	time,	they	remain	silent.
	 The	only	information	available	is	the	single	
line	 in	 the	official	CFH	 schedules	published	
online:	“This	schedule	of	chart	and	text	transmis-
sion	is	subject	to	short	notice	change	according	
to	the	requirements	of	the	Canadian	Forces.”	It	
appears	very	likely	that	the	fleet	decided	it	didn’t	
need	either	mode	any	more	at	all.
	 In	 fact,	 this	 “short	notice”	was	 actually	
given,	 though	no	one	quite	 remembers	how.	
Some	 stations	 run	 the	announcement	of	 their	
demise	for	weeks.	This	one	appears	to	have	aired	
for	a	few	days	at	the	most.
	 We’ve	seen	this	kind	of	sudden	disappear-
ance	before	with	weather	broadcasts	from	 the	
world’s	militaries.	In	the	United	States,	the	Navy	
and	Air	Force	RTTY	and	FAX	came	and	went	for	
a	while,	as	the	military’s	need	for	them	varied.	
Finally,	they	went	away	for	good.
	 This	is	typical.	These	services	are	generally	
considered	“legacy”	products.	While	the	public	
is	welcome	to	make	use	of	them,	that’s	not	why	
they	are	kept	going.	As	soon	as	everyone	finally	
has	the	latest	sexy	satellite	gear,	it’s	bye-bye	to	
old	technology.
	 If	all	of	the	above	looks	suspiciously	like	
conjecture,	it’s	because	that’s	just	what	it	is.	Reli-
able,	quotable	information	is	notoriously	hard	to	
find	whenever	shortwave	radiofax	is	involved.	
Phone	calls	can	be	frustrating.	Not	only	do	the	
people	at	the	other	end	have	not	the	slightest	idea	
who	handles	that,	but	usually	they	can’t	believe	
shortwave	still	exists.
	 The	World	Wide	Web	is	seldom	very	much	
better.	In	the	case	of	CFH,	all	links	found	with	
search	engines	or	referral	pages	went	nowhere.	
Pages,	and	often	whole	servers,	had	vanished.	
No	one	 issued	Notices	 to	Mariners.	No	one	
updated	the	official	Canadian	radio	manual	–	an	

otherwise	authoritative	document	called	RAMN	
(Radio	Aids	 to	Marine	Navigation),	available	
online	from	Canadian	Coast	Guard.	It	strongly	
appears	as	if	the	plug	was	pulled	too	fast	for	even	
the	Internet	to	keep	up.
	 Will	 these	broadcasts	 ever	 come	back?	
Experience	with	other	agencies	would	suggest	
not.	However,	it	will	be	most	interesting	to	see	
what	happens	in	the	North	Atlantic	ice	season.	
It	begins	right	about	when	most	readers	will	see	
this	column.	The	Canadian	Coast	Guard	retains	
some	seasonal	 ice	faxes	on	other	frequencies,	
and	the	service	is	definitely	considered	an	im-
portant	part	of	maritime	safety	radio.	Time	will	
tell.

❖ CFH Lives!
	 CFH,	also	known	as	“Halifax	Military,”	
is	 still	 a	 large	 radio	operation	with	 several	
important	missions.	It’s	run	from	HMCS	(Her	
Majesty’s	Canadian	Ship)	Trinity,	which	actually	
isn’t	a	ship	at	all.	It’s	a	major	communications	
and	intelligence	center	very	much	on	dry	land,	
in	the	Stadacona	area	of	Canadian	Forces	Base	
(CFB)	Halifax.	Several	other	Canadian	shoreside	
command	centers	for	 the	Maritime	Command	
(MARCOM)	use	similar	ship-like	designators.
	 HMCS	Trinity	 is	 the	control	point	 for	a	
large	transmitting	site	at	NRS	(Naval	Radio	Sta-
tion)	Newport	Corner,	about	30	miles	northwest	
of	Halifax.	The	remotely-controlled	receive	farm	
is	at	NRS	Mill	Cove,	on	the	coast	about	25	miles	
west	of	Halifax.	These	are	both	old	stations,	with	
histories	of	proud	service.
	 CFH	also	passes	search	and	rescue	(SAR)	
information	 to	 the	 internationally	 registered	
JRCC	Halifax.	This	 stands	 for	 Joint	Rescue	
Coordination	Centre.	 It	 is	 so	named	because	
its	 responsibilities	 include	both	 aeronautical	
and	maritime	operations.	 It	 is	 located	at	CFB	
Halifax,	in	the	same	building	as	Maritime	Forces	
Atlantic	Headquarters	(MARLANT).	Recently	
reported	voice	 frequencies	 for	 this	operation	
are	3047,	4560,	5717,	6694,	9010,	and	11232	
kHz,	in	upper	sideband	(USB).	5717	is	listed	as	
a	primary	SAR	frequency.
	 At	least	for	now,	one	can	still	copy	RTTY	
from	CFH.	The	most	 commonly	 reported	
frequencies	 are	 approximately	5097,	10945,	
and	15920	kHz.	These	are	approximate	due	to	
differences	in	how	people	determine	RTTY	fre-
quencies.	Rather	than	get	into	that	can	of	worms,	
let’s	just	say	tune	around	until	it’s	there.
	 Baud	 rate	 is	75,	 shift	 is	850	hertz	 (Hz).	
All	channels	 idle	on	 the	mark	 tone,	with	 the	
following	marker	transmitted	every	thirty	sec-

onds:	 “NAWS	DE	CFH	ZKR	F1	 [frequency	
list]	AR.”	NAWS	is	a	collective	all-vessels	call	
sign	meaning	Notice	to	Allied	War	Ships.	ZKR	
is	a	military	procedural	signal	meaning	“I	am	
maintaining	a	watch	on…	[frequencies].”	AR,	
of	course,	means	“end	of	message.”
	 The	 following	 frequencies	have	 recently	
come	up	 in	 these	markers:	2822,	3287,	3394,	
4155,	4158,	4161,	4167,	4170,	6236,	6238,	6242,	
6248,	6254,	6258,	6260,	8303,	8312,	8315,	8324,	
12371,	12374,	12377,	12380,	12392,	12395,	
12401,	16552,	16576,	22182,	and	22212	kHz	
RTTY.	While	activity	is	very	low,	it	is	possible	
to	get	lucky	and	hear	CFH	work	somebody.
	 Finally,	 it’s	possible	 to	hear	 a	narrow-
shift,	Naval	 teleprinting	 transmission	on	 the	
low	frequency	of	73.6	kHz,	and	a	newer	mode	
called	STANAG	4285	on	approximately	8540.2,	
8564.2,	 and	8695.2	kHz.	STANAG	4285	 is	
8-state	phase	shift	keying,	and	sounds	like	a	jet	
plane	when	tuned	in	USB.	The	name	stands	for	
STANdardization	AGreement,	on	the	list	of	stan-
dards	maintained	by	the	North	Atlantic	Treaty	
Organization	 (NATO).	 It	has	 largely	 replaced	
the	older	RTTY	(also	known	as	RATT)	in	most	
allied	militaries.

❖ North Atlantic Ice 
Season Begins

	 The	2011	ice	season	in	the	North	Atlantic	
Ocean	should	be	getting	underway	in	January.	
While	icebergs	can	form	any	time	after	Decem-
ber,	the	greatest	danger	to	shipping	comes	in	the	
spring	months.	After	all,	the	April,	1912	Titanic	
disaster	is	the	reason	we	have	an	International	
Ice	Patrol	(IIP)	in	the	first	place.
	 The	IIP	is	currently	funded	by	17	nations,	
and	headquartered	at	the	US	Coast	Guard	base	
in	New	London,	CT.	HC-130J	recon	aircraft	de-
ploy	to	St.	John’s,	Newfoundland	for	the	season.	
Satellites	are	also	used.
	 IIP’s	web	 site	 is	
at	www.uscg-iip.org/
cms/	 	The	daily	chart	
is	broadcast	 in	 radio-
fax	by	 the	US	Coast	
Guard	Boston	station,	
using	 IIP’s	 old	NIK	
call	 sign.	Times	 are	
approximately	 0438,	
1600,	and	1810	UTC.	Frequencies	are	4235,	
6340,	9110,	and	12750	kHz.	Different	ones	are	
active	depending	on	time	of	day.
	 There	is	also	a	Canadian	Ice	Service.	Its	ice	
charts	are	available,	in	season,	at	www.ec.gc.ca/
glaces-ice/default.asp	
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