
Here's toa Gaggy 
CHRISTMAS! 

HO HO HO, ha ha ha. That's 
how fat old Santa Claus al- 

ways laughs at Christmas time. 
That's because he read Click's 
Cartoon Annual, which makes an 

ideal Christmas present. 

Click's Cartoon Annual con- 
tains 128 pages with 401 of the 

best gag cartoons ever published. 
Many of them are in full colors. 
some of them have appeared in 

Click. the famous magazine, be- 

fore, and hundreds have never 
yet seen the light of day. 

For Radio Guide readers, we 

make the special offer of sending 
Click Cartoon Annual before it 
Is released on the newsstands to 

the general public and in time 
for Christmas. The price is only 
four bits and there is a buck's 
worth of fun guaranteed. 

To get Click's Cartoon Annual 
or to send it to a friend, simply 
send fifty cents in stamps, money 
order or check and fill out the 
coupon. Make this the merriest 
Christmas ever. Do it now 

To Merry Santa Click 

731 Plymouth Court, Dept. 12 -15 

Chicago, Illinois 

Here is 50c. Please rush Click Car - 

.,on Annual by 'Christmas to: 

Name 

Street and Number 

City. 

State 

The Woman Behind Mary Marlin 
Jane Crusinberry finds a second 
life in the heroine she created 

THE world is full of doubting Thom- 
ases who suspect script- writers of 
being related to their sponsors. The 

world is also full of wishful thinkers 
who honestly believe that if they ever 
sit down to a typewriter for two con- 
secutive hours they will write the best 
radio show that ever hit the airwaves. 

Jane Crusinberry, author of "The 
Story of Mary Marlin," says it isn't so, 
and she ought to know. 

At exactly nine o'clock every morn- 
ing, Jane leaves the breakfast -table and 
starts her daily battle of wits with the 
characters of Mary Marlin. Tuning in 
on the smooth, finished product, you 
would never suspect the daily strug- 
gle that goes on behind the closed door 
of Miss Crusinberry's workshop. To 
her, writing is a very serious business, 
a more -than- full -time job. Although she 
starts her day at the traditional work - 
hour, she never finishes before mid- 
night. Fifteen hours a day spent in writ- 
ing a fifteen -minute episode- -and some 
people call writing "easy money." 

"The Story of Mary Marlin" is more 
than a daily episode to Jane; it is a life- 
work. Far from being a potboiler, it is 
a sincerely written story of every wo- 
man. But to better understand the suc- 
cess of Mary Marlin, it is necessary to 
look back at the author's life. 

Jane Crusinberry, born Harriet Jane 
McConnell in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
came to Chicago at the age of fifteen 
to begin training for a career as a con- 
cert singer. She progressed remark- 
ably and had begun concert work, 
when marriage and the birth of her 
daughter, Patricia, ended her career 
temporarily. But when she separated 
from her husband a few years later 
she went to Europe for further voice - 
training and concert work. For six 
years she remained abroad working. 
Upon her return to Chicago disap- 
pointment beset her on every side. She 
found it impossible to get work singing 
and was untrained for anything else. 
Riding home on a bus from another 
turndown, she suddenly conceived the 
idea of telling her story. Radio seemed 
the logical place to tell it. When she 
reached home she outlined "The Story 
of Mary Marlin." 

Sitting in her apartment the other 
day, talking to smartly dressed Jane 
Crusinberry, I found it hard to realize 
that just six years ago this successful 
woman had overcome seemingly im- 
possible obstacles. She told me the 
story of a fan who had written to her 
in black despair three years ago. Her 
husband, a struggling young lawyer. 
scarcely made enough to feed the fam- 
ily. The young wife wanted to help 
but she didn't know what to do. In- 
spired by the courage of Mary Marlin, 
she wrote to Jane Crusinberry for ad- 
vice. In the course of the correspon- 
dence, Jane discovered that young wo- 
man had a talent for public- speaking. 
She encouraged her to spend her lei- 
sure hours in the local library, doing 
research on many subjects of general 
interest. Currently, that young woman 
is much in demand as a lecturer and 
book -reviewer in her own and neigh- 
boring towns. Although her own suc- 
cess is assured, Jane has not forgotten 
her frustration. Thus her desire to help 
others is strong. 

Begun as an autobiography, "The 
Story of Mary Marlin" is far from that 
today. Now Mary Marlin is no more 
Jane Crusinberry than it is any other 
woman. 

The scripts are as much a part of 
contemporary life as a daily newspa- 
per. The characters, never stereotyped, 
are modern people, living in a modern 
world. There are no Pollyannas or 
black- hearted villains in the cast. 

Jane Crusinberry doesn't go on the 
principle that an automobile accident 
can be stretched into three weeks of 
copy. She does it the hard way. That's 
why it takes fifteen hours a day. Mary 
Marlin is a United States Senator from 
Iowa. The fact that making her a sen- 
ator involved lots of research on Iowa 
problems and governmental procedure 
didn't stop Jane. She even went to 
Washington to visit the Senate so that 
she could get closer to her subject. 
Joe Marlin is in the Far East, in the 
midst of a conflict there. It would have 
been a lot easier to maroon him on a 
South Sea island, where the thin local 
color could make up for the lack of 
real material. But that just isn't the 

Crusinberry way of doing things. 
A handsome woman, tall and dark, 

Jane is feminine to her well -groomed 
fingertips. She is neat and orderly at 
her work in spite of the long hours 
she frequently spends at her typewriter. 
Her home is filled with flowers, and 
there is nearly always a fresh bouquet 
at her side while she works. 

On her days off (she takes two a 
week), she does the things any other 
woman does. She likes best to recap- 
ture her first love- music -by attend- 
ing a concert. Sometimes she is a guest 
at those interesting luncheons and cock- 
tail parties given for and by the writ- 
ing- craft. Curiously enough, she's 
afraid of writers. At a luncheon last 
week in one of Chicago's smart clubs, 
given for a widely celebrated author 
of a best -seller, she remained almost 
shyly in the background until her hos- 
tess seized her and insisted that she 
meet the lion. 

"'After all," said the hostess, urging 
her to forget her reluctance, "you two 
writers must have much in common." 

"Oh, but he writes novels," ex- 
claimed Jane. 

"Yes, very bad novels, while you 
write very fine radio programs," her 
hostess countered. 

" "My friends and family tease me," 
she says, "for spending so much of my 
life at a typewriter. But it's more than 
a livelihood to me; it's a world of my 
own. I've spent so much time with the 
characters in my story that I feel like 
one of the family. Sometimes I'm 
amazed at the things they say and do." 

There's an old proverb that says, "Go 
to the ant, thou sluggard, learn his ways 
and be wise." Or better still, spend a 
typical Crusinberry day and then listen 
to one of her polished shows on the 
air. You will discover that it wasn't 
done casually by sitting down to a 
typewriter and dashing just anything 
off. "The Story of Mary Marlin" will 
sound like what it is -a labor of love. 

-Alice Green. 

"The Story of Mary Marlin" may be 
heard Monday through Friday over an 
NBC network at: 
EST 3:00 p.m. CST 2:00 p.m. 
MST 1:00 p.m. PST 12:00 noon 




