
The loneliness of the 
BY TONY WILSON far-sighted songwriter 

RAY DAVIES is happy 
when he is alone. 

But the loneliness is 
self-imposed because it 

is when Ray is alone 
that he finds it best for 

songwriting. 
When 1 m alone I write 

certain songs that will never 
get played.- says Ray 
-I write songs for the group for when we get together. Rut 
just being isolated. that can be 

a nice thing_ When you're alone 
you can get into things that are interesting which, with other 

people around, you can't. 

ISOLATION 

" Like today. I've tried to keep 
away from everything, away -from people, trying not to hear 
them talking and forgetting there 

are buildings around tee.' 
Ray's cloak of isolation, even when he is surrounded by 
people, seems to be a kind of 
mental self-defence against what 

he observes is happening to 
those around him. "1 just get 

the impression that people are 
getting more and more self-con- 
scious. People are so scared. 

" People have got freedom 
now, more freedom than they 
have ever had, but they seem 

scared to use it. They don't 
know how to use it. 

" A hundred years ago. people 

RAY DAVIES: ' I'd play something, then something else and end up playing so many things! 

like me were pressed into the 
Army to fight for the Empire. 

Ordinary people have got a cer- 
tain amount of freedom which 
they seem to be frightened to 

Ray thinks that people have 
reached a "critical stage. It's 
coming out in music, and coming 

out in everything. You know 
there's that song 'The World Is 

Waiting For The Sunrise'." 

Talk turned to the group's re- 
cordings. Said Ray: "I'm happy 

the way the recordings are com- 
ing out. I'm getting over to the 

group more. We're doing what I 
think the group wants, although 

it's hard, sometimes, to feel the 
same way. 

" When we used to get to- 
geethseor.,4,eltT.inwgriteTseon.enr, a,sitpuen, 

getting about ten things going 

at once. When we rehearsed, I'd 
play something, then something 
else and end up playing so many 

things. There's this whole thing 
about getting through. 

PRESSURE 

" With a lot of things, nothing 
registers. I'd play something 

months later and they'd say, 
' That's great' and I'd tell them 

I'd played it to them months 
ago. It's a matter of when the 
time is right." 
Of the Kinks' new single, 

"Days," which has entered the 
MM Top Thirty, Ray said: " I 
like it. It's got the right sound. 

You've got to be ready for it. 
You can put a lot of things on 
and then put this single on-but 

you have to he read, for this " 
Did Ka, think it .as still 

necessary fur the gr011, to have 
hit singles' Yes, I think so it 

helps to keep ,011 on your toes." 
he replied 

It's a pressure, in a way. 
You've got to have that when 

you make pop records: I can 
write other things when I get 
time oft. Later these things de- 

velop into pop 
" It's funny, but that's the way 

things work. I've written things 
two years ago that take that 
time to work into the group." 

DIFFERENT 

Ray's songuriting isn't by any 
means limited to straightforward 

pop, but he feels a strong identi- 
fication with the pop idiom. " I 

feel part of Des O'Connor if 
on the same television show as 

him. It's like different languages 
except that we say the same 
things with different songs. "If we are on Top Of The 
Pops, we appeal to different 
ages, but we all sing the same 

thing." 
Although at times Ray feels 

that his music is sometimes 
ahead of what is actually taking 
place, he is happy about the 

Kinks' forthcoming album, which 
he had originally intended to be 

a solo album. 
" It's something I wanted to do 
two years ago, and I've got the 

feeling that it is going to work 
the way I want it to. It will he 

what I've always wanted. It's 
just a matter of the things that 
are on it." 
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