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EMI shareholders 

receive £169M 

Thorn offer 

FULL DETAILS of the enhanced Thorn Electrical Industries £169 
million bid for EMI are being sent to EMI shareholders this week, 
and, as in the case of the Polygram offer for Decca, the final decision 
rests with them. 
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RCA denial 
RUMOURS THAT RCA's factory 
at Washington, Co. Durham, is 
about to close were dismissed by the 
company. They came at a time when 
RCA was in dispute with the General 
and Municipal Workers Union over 
manning levels in the tape blister 
machine operation and the 
anonymous stories were being 
spread merely to heighten tension , 
claimed a company spokesman. 

The dispute has now been settled, 
says the spokesman. 

Polygram: The 

last staff 

changes 
THE LAST round of pre-mergcr 
changes which will directly affect 
salesmen on Polydor and 
Phonogram forces were announced 
to all those concerned at the end of 
last week. The combining of the two 
sales forces, under the current 
Polydor deputy MD Tom 
Parkinson, has resulted in seven 
technical redundancies, split 
between the two companies. 
Parkinson emphasised that 
"redundancy" here meant only that 
the person's existing job was no 
longer available. 

"There are seven people who 
technically don't have the job they 
had last Thursday, but there are six 
or seven vacancies within Polydor, 
IMS and Phonogram, which they 
are being offered." 

Knowing that the merger was 
approaching and that it would mean 
a reduction in the staff needed he 
added, vacancies which occurred in 
various areas of both companies 
recently had been frozen, so that 
they could be offered to those made 
technically redundant. 

The Thorn offer, recommended 
by the EMI board, includes a partial 
cash alternative as requested by the 
board and contrasts with the original 
all-share Thorn offer of £144 
million. It involves 28 Thorn shares 
for every 100 EMI shares, plus £58 
of seven per cent convertible 
preference shares. Hambros Bank, 
on behalf of Thorn, has agreed to 
offer 330p in cash for every Thorn 
share to shareholders not wishing to 
accept the ordinary share part of the 
offer. 

If the bid succeeds, Thorn 
proposes to call the merged 
companies Thorn EMI Ltd, and has 
invited Sir John Read, Lord Delfont 
and Bhaskar Menon to join the 
Thorn board, with Sir John 
becoming deputy chairman. 

City circles are still speculating 
whether a counter bid will 
materialise, and the latest focus of 
attention in this respect js 20th 
Century Fox, which is believed to be 
very interested in EMI's film 
division and the possible buyer of an 
appreciable number of EMI shares 
recently. 

FLEETWOOD MAC became the 
1714th recipients of a 'Star' on 
Hollywood Boulevard's Walk Of 
Fame at a recent ceremony. The 
band's album, Tusk is currently top 
of the UK album charts. From left: 
John McVie. Christine McVie, Mick 
Fleet wood, Stevie-Micks and 
Lindsey Buckingham with plaques 
commemorating the 'Star' 
dedication ceremony. 

Pickwick's JXmas bonanza' 

Oldfield releases Blue 

Feter charity single 
VIRGIN IS releasing a charily single from Mike Oldfield on which he Plays the 
theme tune to the long running children's TV programme Blue Peter, 
date is November 30. Royalties from both artist and record company wilI go to 
the Blue Peter Cambodia Appeal. Independent promotion man Mike wuns is 
also donating his bonuses for working on the single. 

Oldfield recorded his version of 

PICKWICK'S CHRISTMAS 
stocking for the retail trade this year 
contains 16 seasonal albums at an 
RRP of £1.75, two double albums at 
£2.99 and cassettes priced at £1.99. 

As part of the Pickwick Christmas 
Bonanza, there are five new releases 
from Max Bygraves, Don Estelle 
and Mickey Mouse as well as 
Christmas Country and Christmas 
With The Stars, including John 
Williams, Glen Campbell and the 
Nolan Sisters, which is in aid of the 
National Association for Deaf 
Children. 

Also available is Elvis' Christmas 
Album and seasonal collections by 

Jim Reeves, Des O'Connor, Andy 
Williams, Mario Lanza and Perry 
Como. 

The latter's album is one of the 
two double ones in the Bonanza. 
The other is Non-Stop Christmas 
Disco by the Roller Disco Orchestra 
and both are available in LP form 
only. 

Extensive in-store display material 
is available, including point-of-sale 
material such as posters, talk cards, 
crown headers, browser cards and 
new Christmas dumper units. 

the theme — a traditional hornpipe 
— when he appeared on the 
programme some time ago and it has 
been used to introduce and play out 
the twice weekly series ever since. 
Blue Peter and the BBC have fully 
endorsed the release and are 
allowing the programme's sailing 
ship logo to be used on the picture 
sleeve. 

The B side of the single — 
Woodhenge — is taken from 
Oldfield's new TV promoted album 
Platinum which is released a week 
earlier on November 23. 

Football 
CUP RESULTS: EMI 1 Gas 5. Pyc 
4 Different 2, Ice 8 Chappells 0, Our 
Price 4 CBS 6. The four semi- 
finalists are therefore Ice, Gas, Pye 
and CBS. Applications for the 
invitation cup close this Friday. 
Details from Ray Williams at Gas 
Songs. 
League table: played; points. Gas 
Songs 6; 12. Ice 6; 8. Pye 3; 6. CBS 
6; 6. Our Price 4; 5. Chappells 6; 3. 
DJM 4; 2. Different 4; 0. EMI 3; 0. 
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Bonnet resigns from 

Rathe Marconi EMS 

SAD CAFE were presented with silver discs to mark sales of 250,000 plus for 
Everyday Hurts at a party held in a Manchester restaurant last week. Pictured 
(I to r) are: Vic Emerson, Ashley Mulford, Paul Young (all group members), 
Gerry Fyfe (RCA Records product manager), Derek Everett (director creative 
development RCA), Harvey Lisberg (manager Sad Cafe), Bill Kim be r 
(manager A & R RCA), David Irving (Sad Cafe) and Danny Betesh (director 
Kennedy Street Management). 

from GERARD WOOG 
PARIS: Michel Bonnet will leave his 
position of general manager of 
Pathe Marconi EMI this week after 
16 years with the EMI group, 
including service in Italy and eight 
years in the Paris office. 

Il had been assumed that Bonnet 
was a likely candidate for the 
presidency of Pathe Marconi EMI in 
succession to Philip Brodie, who has 
returned to the UK to take charge of 
EMI's manufacturing and technical 
services at Hayes. However, it is 
understood that a London meeting 

attended by Bonnet last month 
revealed widely divergent views 
between himself and the EMI 
management as to the future policy 
of EMI's French operations and he 
tendered his resignation as a result. 

Francois Minchin, EMI regional 
director for the European Latin 
countries, will assume a caretaker 
role until the end of the year when a 
new president will be announced. 

Bonnet is taking a vacation to 
consider some approaches from 
other companies as well as 
investigating some possible projects 
of his own. 

Impfflst iffimsSwe isimtmiK 
up all remaining stock of the 
offending albums to CBS, to 
provide an account of any profit 
made from the sale of these titles, 
and to hand over copies of all 
invoices from the importers of these 
LPs. 

John Brooks, director of 
administration and legal affairs at 
CBS, told MW: "The heat is not off 
imports. Our resolve on this is as 
firm as it was at the beginning. 
CBS's view is that it has always had 
the right to prevent non-EEC 
imports, but it's only been in recent 
months (probably with the 

strengthening of the pound) that it 
has been necessary to take any overt 
action. After warning the trade by 
letter on August 1 we have taken 
action, starting with traders who 
are, literally, closest to us!" 

Polydor's legal and business 
affairs advisor, Clive Fisher, pointed 
out that as his company still has two 
cases awaiting judgement, it could 
not comment in detail. But he 
added: "As far as Polydor is 
concerned, we think that there 
should be very few people in the 
record trade who are now not aware 
of our attitude on imports. We are 

closely reviewing the situation; desp- 
ite what others may say we believe 
that imports have dropped. Polydor 
has only brought six or seven cases 
in the past 13 months — which is 
hardly an avenging flood, is it?" 

Polydor's action against Bostock 
Records ended with the trader 
agreeing not to import into the UK, 
or sell, Canadian made copies of the 
Who's 2LP The Kids Are Alright, 
and not to infringe copyright in 
Polydor records where that 
copyright or exclusive UK licence is 
owned by Pancontinental 
Productions Ltd, The Who Group, 
or Polydor Lid. Bostock also agreed 
to pay £1,000 in settlement of 
damages and costs. 

Like other record companies, 
Polydor is approaching traders 
selling illegal imports in the hope 
that agreement can be reached 
without going to court, and in ihe 
majority of cases this is how the 
matter is settled. Action against 
Bostock was, for example, taken 
only when (after reaching agreement 
over the offending Canadian records 
in one shop) Polydor discovered that 
the imports were being sold in UK 
sleeves in another shop in the chain. 

Polydor's attempts to block 
Portuguese pressings of the Bee 

Gees' Spirits Having Flown album 
were, however, resisted in the High 
Court last Wednesday. 

Polydor and RSO asked for an 
injunction against Harlequin Record 
Shops Ltd and Simons Records Ltd, 
but the two defendants have asked 
the court to refer the dispute to the 
European Court of Justice. They 
want the proceedings in the UK to be 
stayed until the European Court has 
ruled on preliminary legal questions, 
under EEC law on free movement of 
goods within member countries. 

Alastair Wilson, defending 
counsel, argued that if a buyer 
acquired records from a legitimate 
supplier he was entitled to assume 
they were not made in infringing 
circumstances. He said the 
injunction Polydor and RSO want is 
"plainly wrong" because it aims to 
stop imports from the EEC. 

Opposing counsel, Andrew 
Morrit, said that firstly the record 
companies concerned did not accept 
that imports from within the EEC 
could not be stopped. But in this 
instance they were simply seeking a 
ban on a particular album 
being imported from Portugal. They 
also want an order preventing 
commercial sales of the disputed LP 
in the UK, and another which would 
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force Harlequin and Simons to name 
their suppliers and customers. 

Judgement on this action is 
expected in two weeks. 

Polydor has also taken action, last 
month, against Our Price. The retail 
chain gave undertakings in respect 
of three albums manufactured in the 
US, This Is The Modern World 
by The Jam, UK by UK, and 
Making Magic by Pat Travers, and 
paid £250 damages. Costs in that 
case are yet to be decided. 

A spokesman for EMI said; "Wc 
are still pursuing this as diligently as 
ever. We have not yet been forced to 
take any dealers to court, because all 
those wc have approached so far — 
and we are making the approaches 
systematically — have reacted very 
responsibly. But we would like to 
emphasise that if we do not get that 
responsible reaction from a dealer 
who is infringing our copyright, we 
will take legal action." 

Pyc has also had no cause as yet to 
take action. Chief PR Brian Gibson 
explained: "As far as we arc 
concerned, it is only if imports start 
to hurl our major LP artists, like 
Donna Summer, that we will take 
legal steps. We arc watching the 
situation, and would act on 
individual albums if necessary." 
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