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Booking via Prestel 

THE APRS has approved the launching of a viewdata service 
for showing time available at member studios and cutting 
facilities via Prestel. Subscribers who access the APRS pages 
will be able to make immediate booking enquiries after 
checking dates and times at APRS member facilities. 

The service will be called Studio Link Up and w.ll be 
operated by Gwynn Williams Viewdata Ltd, which has already 
operated similar services called Theatre Link Up (for venue 
availability and bookings) and Conference Link Up. 

On paying to join a closed user group, subscribers — who 
are expected to be mainly record companies and producers, 
and some artists — will be able to dial up the APRS page. This 
will offer an APRS noticeboard, a facility for user group 
members to place messages there and a "menu" which allows 
for choice of studio by area and then individual pages giving 
notice of availability for three months ahead at any time. 

Gwynn Williams, which will operate a 24-hour, seven-day 
update service, will make twice-daily scans of the information 
to check it, and will make check calls to the studios which have 
bought pages. There will be a note of late update times, to 
ensure that all facilities are making full use of the system and 
that information — which can be updated within minutes of a 
call into the operating company — is as current and correct as 
possible. 

Richard Gwynn demonstrated the proposed Studio Link Up 
system to the APRS Executive at the February meeting, and 

was invited to repeal the demonstration the same evening at 
the Association's business meeting. APRS members at the 
business meeting greeted the idea with considerable interest 
and approval. 

It has been established that the UK's top 15 record 
companies already have Prestel in order to receive the BPI 
charts and that at least 95 per cent of the country can get 
through to Prestel via a local telephone call. Unlike Ceefax and 
Oracle, on Prestel the required pages can be accessed instantly 
and it is not necessary to wait until the whole sequence is 
repeatedly run through. 

The Studio Link Up will begin an experimental period as 
soon as possible, and the new service will be officially 
launched at APRS 85 in June. Gwynn Williams has yet to 
finalise charges to studios for pages, and to subscribers for 
membership of the closed user group, but the company has 
stated that all charges will be "very reasonable". Several APRS 
members have already indicated that they will buy pages on 
the system. 
# Studio Link Up will be available only to APRS members, and 
initial enquiries are being handled by Robin Jones at RG Jones 
Studios, Wimbledon and by Richard Gwynn of Gwynn 
Williams, Mansfield House, 376 Strand, London WC2R OLF ftel: 
01-379 5523). Existing Prestel subscribers can, during the 
demonstration period, see a sample of Studio Link Up pages 
by dialling 5331. 

Chestnut 

branching 

out nicely 
CHESTNUT STUDIOS, 
situated in the Surrey 
countryside near Farnham, 
has recently improved its 
facilities to include 24 or 38 
track recording, linking 24 
and 16 track machines with 
an ICON synchroniser to 
provide 38 track if required 
for the same price as 24 track. 

The installation of full 
length glass sliding doors 
replacing the existing studio 
entrance has dramatically 
opened up the country views 
on the door step, and other 
improvements include a live 
area of hardwood flooring 
and the addition of a 
Steinway Grand piano, 
Yamaha DX7 and Roland 
Jupiter 6 synths. Extensive 
outboard facilities have also 
been added. 

Recent clients include Jon 
Moss of Culture Club, Kenny 
Ball and his Jazzmen and 
Radio One DJ Mike Read. 

Future plans include the 
addition of residential 
accommodation although the 
studio is currently happy to 
arrange for local 
accommodation for clients 
who require it. 

Farmyard Sprouts 

HOWARD JONES has been 
completing his new album. 
Dream Into Action at 
Farmyard Studios and as 
with Human Lib, it was 
produced by Rupert Hine and 
engineered by Stephen 
Taylor. 

Prefab Sprout were also in 
at Farmyard at the beginning 
of the year, mixing their new 
album with Thomas Dolby 
producing and Mike Shipley 
in the engineer's seat. Martin 
Ansell recorded his new 

single. Eight Wonder, at the 
Little Chalfont residential 
facility, and is scheduled to 
return this month to record 
the album. 

Farmyard's Graham 
Hutcheon says: "We recently 
invested in a Sony 5800 U- 
Matic video machine and a 
Q-lock, giving us video 
dubbing facilities. 

"Rupert Hine has been 
using the set-up to the full, 
preparing the soundtrack for 
a Hollywood feature film 

comedy entitled Better Off 
Dead. Cy Curning is also 
involved in a film soundtrack 
here which he is producing 
himself with Andrew Scarth 
engineering. 

"We have also just 
replaced our Cadac monitors 
with a pair of custom-built 
Quested tri-amped monitors. 
If anyone wants a pair of 
speakers six feet tall, they 
should give me a ring ... 
They'll be ideal for a stereo 
system in a Sinclair C5!" 

APRS applications record 
A RECORD number of new 
members joined the APRS in 
February. 

Ten applications were 
approved from — Aosis 
Studio, Amazon Studio, The 
Barge Studio, Hollywood 
Studios, Terminal 24 Studio, 
Griffiths Hanson (joining the 
newly set up Facilities 
category of the APRS), Music 
Labs and Quested Monitors 
(joining the Manufacturers/ 
Agents category), and Chapel 
Lane and Right Track studios 
(which were approved as 
affiliates). 

It was in recognition of the 
fact that there are now many 

companies and individuals 
involved in the UK 
professional recording 
business who do not have 
studios, in the sense intended 
when the association was 
formed, that there have been 
recent moves to expand the 
APRS to embrace a wider 
membership by the 
introduction of the new 
Facilities membership 
category. This embraces 
mastering and cutting 
facilities, video and film post 
production houses where 
audio is laid on, audio and 
audio-video mobiles etc. 

Answering another and 

different demand, the APRS 
is working with leading 
independent record 
producers to set up a 
Producers' Guild under the 
overall membership umbrella 
of the APRS. Members of the 
executive — notably 
producer/studio owner Phil 
Wainman and Bob Hine of 
BASF — will be directly 
involved with the Guild. An 
inaugural meeting has been 
held, and a second is being 
arranged to pursue topics 
raised at the first and to 
develop a framework for 
Guild membership and 
activities. 
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STING: NOW recording at Guerilla 

Little Venice's 

busy Guerilla 

GUERILLA STUDIOS has been more than busy of late. Current 
clients at the Little Venice recording facility include Torch Song 
completing the soundtrack for the MGM movie, Youngblood; 
Sting — work is proceeding on a solo single produced by Torch 
Song; Jah Wobble — completing his second album for Island; 
Yip Yip Coyote — recording their debut album for IRS; U- 
Bahnix — Dick O'Dell's new group working on their new single 
for EMI. Gene Loves Jezebel and The Fall are both in the studio 
in March. 

Demand for the studio has been so great that Torch Song 
have had to set up another small, private studio which they are, 
in fact, sharing with the Cocteau Twins. And Guerilla's studio 
manager Ian Marlow has been on loan to Stewart Copeland for 
the past few weeks, working with him and refitting his 
Buckinghamshire studio. 

Guerilla is a relatively new 24/40 track recording and mixing 
studio, offering "a complete and integrated facility specifically 
designed for the modern recording and electromusic musician/ 
producer and for most visual/audio post production 
applications." 

The recent introduction of the Audio Kinetics Q. Lock system 
enables synchronising the Olari tape machines (2", Vs" and W) 
to each other and also to a Fostex B16 16-lrack recorder and a 
Sony U-matic 5630 low band video recorder enabling up to 38 
tracks of sound recording and mixing as well as audio syncing 
to film. 

The console is a new customised Trident 808 with 60 EQ 
inclusive inputs on mix. There are also two Sony PCM digital 
2-track systems and Nakamichi cassette decks. 

There is an extensive range of outboard gear which is 
"rigorously updated, modified and maintained." 

Monitors are EV 500's, Yamaha NSIOM's, Visonic 6000's, 
Auratones and mono radio. A flexible SMPTE based console 
automation system is available as a low cost extra. 

Says a spokesman for Guerilla: "Because our facility is 
relatively small — but comfortably accommodates four people 
plus engineer — we cannot record full drums or live bands. 
However, we have an arrangement with another first class 
studio for drum, piano and ensemble recording. 

"Our engineers have a contemporary outlook and as well as 
being highly experienced, can also help with drum sequencer 
programming if necessary. Our clients include both major and 
independent companies with sessions for well estabished and 
new artists. All receive the same relaxed yet totally 
professional service which makes for enjoyable trouble-free 
sessions." 
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24/38 Track — Excellent facilities 
Competitive Rates — Superb Rural Setting 

1 hr London/S. Coast — 45 minutes Heathrow 
Airport 

Friendly, Professional, Experienced Service 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

S 025-125-4253 
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IKM HI GUERILLA STUDIO 

An imm.iciil.nolv m.iimamocl 2-l/.|() track stiulio (cui&imizoil TriJcm SOB 
with paiduhlc automaiinn, and an Audio Kmotics O Lock d KM system 
synchromzod to an ()tari MTRVOM, 1 r and 1 rotan M I R I2G Sony .SSSOI' 
Sony SMO. Sony CV, 71)IDS and R Digitals, and Fnstcx 1116). Ikaimlullv situated in Little Venice, live minutes from Mathle Arch, emphasis i- placed 
on the fvfc/iMVt' selection ol state-of the art outUurd equipment which 
includes Lexicon and AMSI hgual Revcrbsand an AMS AS second 1 )l )L with 
LOS ami new GV/Cate Keyboard iniertace. An inclusive lacihtv is a Roland 
sequencer system interinced with instruments including a DX?, Ptophci r\ 
Juno 106, Minimoo£ Linn 1 and Simmons SI XSS We are a lull APRS member, 
a guarantee of professionalism. For further details, rates, hiochure, please call 

01 286 0642/289 9224 

Cumins very soon...FAlRUCHT CMI 
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