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Kink Dave embarrassed
by `Clown' hit
WITH the solo success of " Death Of A

Clown " times are a changing for Dave
Davies. He is both delighted and nervous over
the success of " Clown " and looks toward his
continued progress as a separate Kink with an
ahnost embarrassed air.

There is no doubt that he finds the attention refresh-
ing. But hovering in the shadows is the giant-like
form of brother Ray, and Dave has now taken the
first positive steps to prove he is not just " the
younger brother" but a separate talent within the
group.

Down at " Top Of The Pops" last Thursday Dave
swept royally around the studios in a cavalier's
uniform - " once more unto the
theatrical outfitters "-looking like
the living subject of that famous
oil painting " When Did You Last
See Your Father."

He was expecting brother Ray-
" But you know Ray, he'll probably
arrive tomorrow and wonder why I'm
late."

We discussed the new Dave Davies
as opposed to the younger Kink of
" You Really Got Me " days.

" I used to think everyone was my
friend," said Dave, " Now I realise
that there are only a few. I'm trying
to learn to accept things and not get
angry. I hate to lose-I'm a terrible
loser.

"Just recently I was staying on a
friend's farm in Cornwall and one
evening I was having a drink in this
little country pub.

Asked to leave
" The landlord asked me to leave

as I would embarrass the locals when
they came in-that has not happened
to me for a long time. I was so flab-
bergasted I left. I got half way down
the road and wished I had kicked his
teeth in.

" You get more satisfaction out of
agreeing with some of these people
though-there was one old man in a
pub I went into who kept going on
about Jagger and how pleased he was
that they had been on trial.

" Then he says to me, I can't see
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what they see in him-he's so ugly.
You should have seen this old guy: he
had protruding teeth and bifocals!"

Learning to stand on his own two
feet is proving a surprising but per-
plexing problem for Dave.

" 'Clown' has really surprised me,"
he admitted later in the canteen " I
never expected it to get this high in
the charts.

" A lot of older people seem to
think it is some kind of novelty -
record - rather like Cigarettes And
Whisky And Wild Wild Women.'-
remember that ? I'm quite pleased
about that if it means we are getting
a wider market.

There are two ways you can take
the song - one is obvious and the
other is a very personal thing to me.
The lion tamer, for example, could
be the bully at school . . . I'd rather
not talk about it!"

Apart from the two compositions on
his new single, which he wrote and are
included on the Kinks next LP -
" Something Else By The Kinks " -
Dave also has another new song,
" Funny Face."

" It's a very weird song about a guy

who falls in love with a girl who is
a lunatic," smiled Dave. " It's a float-
ing kind of song-I was very pleased
with the organ break we worked out
for it."

Dave finds that concentrating on a
lyric these days is very difficult for him.

" I find my mind wandering even
when I'm supposed to be doing some-
thing specific," said Dave.

" Last week I was just lying on my
bed staring at the moon and I must
have just layed there watching it for
hours. That's going to make me sound
like an imbecile but I enjoy, just letting
my mind float away."

Before anyone reads into that remark
that Dave has joined the beautiful
people perhaps I should mention that
his version of a " beautiful person " is
someone who plays football.

Genuine guy
" Pete Murray plays," said Dave,

referring to last week's " Top Of The
Pops " dj. " He has an interest in
Arsenal. Nice guy. One of the few really
genuine djs on the scene.

Dave finds the concept of flower
children in London rather contradictory.

" How can you have a flower scene
in Acton ?" he reasons. " This is the
area of Brylcreem and a number 233
bus."

Instead of looking down at the
flowers Dave has thoughts about gazing
up at the stars.

" Pete Quaife is trying to turn me
on to this astrology bit," said Dave.
" There seems to be a connection be-
tween the crystal gazing, stars, religion
and the Zodiac. The Supernatural has
always fascinated me since I used to
read Dennis Wheatley books."

JOHNNY MANN FULL OF QUESTIONS
IWAS interviewed by Johnny

Mann on the transatlantic tele-
phone the other day. " When do
you think I should come over,
Norrie ? " he asked. "What shows
can I do over there ? " " What
agents do you think would be
right for me ? "

These were just a few of the things
the ebullient Mr. Mann wanted to
know about the present pop scene in
Britain. Johnny is in a complete
and utter turmoil at the moment,
with his first -ever hit on his hands-
that refreshing little summer ditty,
" Up, Up And Away," which is No.
6 in this week's chart.

" Oh, you've no idea how happy I
feel," he bubbled. " I just can't
believe it. Everyone over there at
Liberty has been simply wonderful.
Have you any idea how many it's
sold ? "

Wide awake
Although it was just after 8 am in

Los Angeles, where Johnny lives, he
was wide awake and the delight and
friendliness in his voice was obviously
genuine.

" I never sleep, anyway," he said,
cheerfully. " I've always got so much
on my mind, and then my babies are
always awake at 6 am and insist on
waking everyone else. Are you
married ? Do you have that
problem ? "

If Johnny does come over, he may
make a brief visit on his own within
the next few weeks or else later in
the year with his 14 singers.

" You see, Norrie, I'm working five
nights a week on the Joey Bishop TV
show, and I would have to get maybe
a Thursday and Friday night off and
fly over for a weekend. I would hop
on a plane right now if I could.

" I was in Britain in 1952 when I
was playing in the American Army
Band. We played at the Tattoo in
Edinburgh and in Brighton. I loved
every minute of it, but we didn't
really have much time for sightseeing,
and we couldn't really afford it, either,
on Army pay.

" We stayed at a small hotel just off
Oxford Street. What was it called ?
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Oh, I can't remember. I just wish I
could be there right now."

After his Army discharge Johnny
found a job writing musical scores for
films. Then came the formation of
the Johnny Mann Singers, who have
appeared on every top TV show.

Composing, arranging, conducting
and musical direction are but a few
of Johnny Mann's many talents.

He also has his own company-
Johnny Mann Inc.-which devises and
produces radio and TV oommeroials.

Frank Sinatra, Danny Kaye, Nat
" King " Cole and Julie London are
only a few of the top names who
have asked specifically for Johnny
Mann to work with them.

" Music is my work and my
hobby," Johnny told me. " I have
very little time for anything else.
Now, of course, I'll be spending more
time on singles to follow ' Up, Up
And Away.' I've heard that albums
don't sell as well as singles in Britain.
Is that true ? Oh, I see. I wish I

had time to come over. Do you think
I should come over now ? '

Like I said, Johnny interviewed me !
I hope the advice I gave him was
right. I'm not used to being on the
receiving end of the questions !

TV host -star DICKIE VALENTINE with his guest TOM*
JONES, who has recently bought Dick's mansion at Sunbury.

(Week commencing August 11)

KEN DODD
London Palladium

VINCE HMI,
London Talk Of The Town

ANITA HARRIS
London Prince of Wales

VAL DOONICAN
Great Yarmouth Wellington Pier

FRANK WIELD
Blackpool Winter Gardens

GEORGIE FAME
Leigh Garrick Club and Warrington
Towers (commencing Sunday)

SHADOWS
Darwen Cranberry Fold Inn (com-
mencing Monday)

BACHELORS
Scarborough Futurist

LONNIE DONEGAN
Stockton Fiesta (commencing Sunday)

SUNDAY CONCERTS (August 13)
BACHELORS

Blackpool Opera House
PAUL JONES, JOHN WALKER

Great Yarmouth ABC
VINCE HILL

Rhyl Theatre

NEXT WEEK : Fun with the BACHELORS


