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Swing into 1968 with some

WISHFUL

THINKING
as the stars give their hopes and
resolutions for the New Year

LONG JOHN BALDRY
RESOLUTION-To keep off booze
as long as possible and stick to tonic
water.
HOPE-I hope that at the end of
of 1968 you'll be asking me about
1969.

DAVE CLARK
RESOLUTION-Never to give up
hope. After 18 months without a
hit we began to get a bit dis-
heartened but now I've decided
never to lose heart.
HOPE-I just hope that I don't
goof up anything as a producer or
director when I start on the TV
series. And I hope to become
better actor than I was in " Catch
Us If You Can."

JOHN WALKER
RESOLUTION-I'm determined to
spend all my time and energies
promoting my career.
HOPE-I hope the sacrifices I've
made will be rewarded with a
massive hit.

ANDY FAIRWEATHER
LOW (Amen Corner)
RESOLUTION-To give up eating
Indian curry.
HOPE-To have an International
No. 1 hit.

PROCOL HARUM
RESOLUTION-We resolve to
dissolve.
HOPE-We hope that by this time
next year we have been able to
play to all the people who want to
see us. We also hope to be able
to live up to all the fantastic
claims some people have made
about us.

SPENCER DAVIS
RESOLUTION-I can't keep re-
solutions so I don't make any.
HOPE-I hope that " Mr Second
Class " gets into the Top Five here
and in America.

JACKIE TRENT
RESOLUTION-I make resolutions
every year and always break them
so I'm not making any this year.
HOPE-To have a baby and get
another hit record.

JOHN ROSTILL (Shadows)
RESOLUTION-To be more tole-
rant of everything. I get very in-
tolerant of things that bug me.
HOPE-I hope that the income
tax level comes down and I would
also 'like to see a bit more quality
in the pop world in general.

GENE PITNEY
RESOLUTION-Don't make any
'cause I can't keep them.
HOPE-I really want to come back
to Britain for a major tour in the
spring.
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JUDITH DURHAM
RESOLUTION-From now on
I'm going to take things as they
come. In the early days I used to
worry about every little thing but
it's not really worth while.
HOPE-To return to America and
be a major success there again and
we would also like to tour here
next year.

SIMON DUPREE
RESOLUTION -Despite the
rumours Jackie Chan has resolved
not to marry me and I resolve not
to marry her.
HOPE-We hope that Gene Pitney
does tour here-and includes us in
his show.

CLIFF RICHARD
RESOLUTION-Never make any.
HOPE-I just hope I am offered
a phenomenal straight part in a
film.

lusunnuff o naughty

disc, says superstitious
IF Dave Davies happens to have shot up the chart this

week to No. 13, it is just possible that he may be very
unhappy about it !

" I'm v e r y superstitious,"
admitted Dave as we made our
way to a café near his manager's
office in London. " I had every
intention of being early for this
interview and look what happens,
I'm an hour late and you know
what the date is don't you. The
13th of the month !"

We made our way to a corner
table in the restaurant where a
buttered rod had been somewhat
incongruously placed upon the
chair-a portent of ill omen if ever
I saw one!

" Another thing I'm very super-
stitious over is making plans foi
the future," continued Dave sipping
a glass of red wine. " Like if I say
to you Yes I'm going to be a big
solo star and make appearances all
on my own next year '-I'm B . . .

sure the record wild drop to 58 or
something next week.

" Susannah's ' a strange disc
really-it's a bit naughty, but no
one seems to realise it. It's much
more my disc than Death of a
Clown ". Ray wrote the lyrics for
that and wrote the music! But
this one is all my own work.

" You can't categorise it.
There's nothing like it in the
charts. This single was really more
deliberate than Clown.' I never
even knew that it was coming
out. They just phoned me up
and said it's been released.
" I knew all about ' Susannah '

and actually suggested plugs and
things myself. It's been frightening
me to death this one.

Confident
" The one thing that going solo

for two records has done for me
is give me a little confidence in
myself. I mean if this disc died a
death next week I would still' feel
that I could go out and try again.
In a way being on my own is not
so nerve-racking as playing with
the Kinks on TV.

" If I make a mistake then I
feel I've let the others down
but on my own I've only myself
to worry about."
Dave likes a slightly " wicked "

lyric in his songs and also admits
to a strange fascination for bizarre
horror films and " gnomes!"

DAVE DAVIES

" Gnomes have always excited
me," said Dave. " They're really
very evil but people think of them
as cute. I hate being bored and I
suppose that's why tightly nasty
things interest me. I never miss a
Christopher Lee horror film for
instance."

At this point a plate came crash-
ing out of the kitchen to land on
the restaurant floor. " Unlucky for
someone," observed Dave drily,
and from there it was an illogical
step to why Roger Hunt, the
Liverpool inside -forward soccer
player, should be playing for
England. Dave is very big about
football.

" People don't realise how much
Hunt works on the football field,"
said Dave. " I watched that last
England game against Russia. He's
always chasing, always running.
You put someone like Jimmy
Greaves in that position, who might

ove
have more goal -scoring skill, and
he would never get through the
work Hunt does."

From football, to comedians.
Dave has just acquired an LP of
the " 1948 Show " which keeps him
in stitches every time he plays it.

" Ray can't understand it," said
Dave. " He keeps saying ' But
you've heard it once ' and I tell
him that it's funny to me no matter
how often I hear it.

" John Geese on that show just
creases me up. He did the Epilogue
the other night and I just kept
wanting to laugh, which is probably
not good for him but it is for me.

" I think it helps if you like
a comedian as a person. Tommy
Cooper always makes me laugh,
but Harry Worth never does be-
cause I don't like his face.
" Then I always make a point

of watching Opportunity Knocks '
and Crossroads ' for laughs.
They're so bad they're funny."

Influences
Finally we got back to music

again and I asked Dave where his
musical influences came from for
composing?

" Well, Bob Dylan is fantastic,"
said Dave. " I think it was because
of listening to Dylan's discs that
now I can't talk while a record is
on. I have to give my full atten-
tion to a recording."

On our exit from the restaurant
we squeezed by a " little ole man "
sitting at one of the tables in an
advanced state of inebriation.

" Seen you on the telly," said
the " little ole man."

" That's right," smiled Dave.
" One of them groups, aintcha?"

asked the little man. " Which one
are you?"

" Would you 'believe the Kinks?"
asked Dave.

" S'right," said the little oat man
rubbing his nose, " The Quinks-
that's where I seen you."

" Now why didn't he say
You're Dave Davies, the famous

solo star ? ' " queried Dave ruefully
as we strode out into the night.

***
***
***

The Sound of '68
is anyone's guess!
THE end of the year should be the time to look back over

the past 12 months and try to guess the future. But as
far as the music scene in America is concerned, right now
there's such a pot-pourri of sounds, ideas and new creations
that it's almost impossible to hazard a guess what will
happen next.

In 1967, musically, we've had
everything from Bobbie Gentry
to the Cream, through massive
West Coast attempts to gain
ground with anything psychedelic
and via the enormous success
that Donovan scored with simple
lyrics at the Philharmonic Hall
in New York.

As the New Year dawns, several
old favourites are still hanging on
to chart positions, but it seems to
be mostly in the r -and -b field that
the major points are being scored,
and it's in this direction that 1968
seems to be swinging strongly.

As far as I can judge, this
trend will continue as long as per-
formers such as Aretha Franklin,
Wilson Pickett, Peaches and Herb,
Sam and Dave and all the Ta.mla-
Motown people continue to record
the great material, and even
greater arrangements, they've
given us in the past few months.

Something will remain from
psychedelia, even if it's only the
great light shows which have
come out of the craze, Having
reached a stage where its very  We're all rooting for the
meaning grew out of all propor- success of different people in 'the
tion, it's earning to an end purely New Year, but one group which
and simply because American fans looks like realising it loud and
had got to the point of refusing clear Is the Hollies, who will
to be dictated to any longer. And return here on February 1 for a
especially when music and lyrics five -week tour of nothing but
were getting to be completely major college dates and television.
beyond fans' comprehension. Definitely being set are " The

Next year should see a tremen- Hollywood Palace " and Ed Sul-
dous upsurge of underground livan shows. Their chart repre-
groups, now making it on the sentation, " Dear Eloise," and
strength of their personal their recently released album of

NEW YORKI

June Harris

appearances and then bursting the
charts wide open with their first
albums. Examples in the last
months of 1967 included the
Cream, Jimi Hendrix, Country Joe
and the Fish, Big Brother and the
Holding Company, and even the
Vanilla Fudge. Their music has
something new to offer and the
groups themselves are professional
enough, via shows, to be good
showmen.

But as the New Year moves in,
the American charts are still wide
open, and looking back over the
past 12 months, we had a lot of
good things which kept not only
the music industry, but all record
buyers on their toes. And that
was a very healthy state of
affairs !

the same name, will keep them
hot till February.

Having reconsidered his
earlier statement that his recent
tour was his last tour, Gene Pitney
is set for a series of spring college
dates here, which will keep him
busy on the road from April 19
through to May 12. He'll take one
other act out with him, but
doesn't know yet who it will be.

Early in the New Year, before
he leaves for the South of France
and the Midern convention, Gene
will record new material for
release here as his next single.

Gene is also house -hunting,
looking for an English -type Tudor
home with about 12 rooms in
Connecticut. He's been renting
his present duplex apartment and
has decided the time has come
when he and his family should
become home owners.

* The Temptations, without
doubt one of the great acts in the
country, have a wow of a year
ahead of them, including trips to
Japan and Puerto Rico, and prac-
tically a non-stop round of
American night clubs.

Following a guest spot on " The
Hollywood Palace " in January,
the Temps will go to Japan in
early February for a promotional
tour, and then come back to play
the lush Eden Roc in Miami in
March. Following loads more
club dates, they'll put in a week
at the Apollo in late April, and
then fly out to California to
Melodyland in May.

Temps' top offer is a guaranteed
fee of over $100,000 to play four
weeks of summer fairs in July,
and since the group always goes
into percentage they'll come out
with a lot more money than that !

The Temptations return to New
York's Copacabana for a two-week
engagement opening on August 29.

 Exciting Sonny and Cher news
is that Cher is making her first
movie as a solo performer, and
Sonny has been busy writing both
the script and soundtrack. Titled
" Chastity," it's a very strong
dramatic role for cher. They're
both terribly excited about it.

Because of " Chastity," Sonny
and Cher had to cancel out a
super night club date in Miami.

Even with this going on, there's
no sign of their last film,
" Ignatz," being released, so it
may be shelved for a little while.
But they do have loads of records
in the charts, including two
albums..

SONNY and CHER-a solo film role for her, story and sound-
track for him.


