
Scott: "I'd rather be respected for 
my singing than raved about as some 
kind of pin-up idol, which I'm not'• 

• Eric 'Bring Back The Rock' Burdon 
is waging a one-man campaign to 
bring back the kind of big beat that 
knocked us out in the days of Haley's 
Comets, and included in his stage act 
now are, "Rock Around The Clock", 
"Jailhouse Rock", "Paint It Black" 

and "Love Me Do". 
"Some pop music is just going too 

pretty," Eric says. "I want to put 
back the excitement that seems to 
have disappeared lately." 

Another facet of his newly-formed 
Animals, which now includes Brian 
Auger's ex-guitarist Vic Briggs, is 
John Weider doubling on amplified 
violin. Burdon with strings is a 
sound to be heard! 

• Once it was surfing and hot rods 
which inspired the Beach Boys' works 
but now it's philosophy and religion 
and both Carl and Dennis Wilson have 
been at pains to emphasise the point. 

"Some people call 'Good Vibrations' 
complicated," Dennis Wilson told me. 
"Well it's not-I call it fun . The idea is 
simple and spiritual. Good thoughts
good ideas. An idea which is as old as 
time itself. Helps people to enjoy life. 
This is why we chose 'Smile' as the 
title for our new LP. 

"We just want people to enjoy them
selves listening to our music-the 
fusion of classical and technically 
modern sounds is unimportant com
pared with the simple thoughts." 

While on tour in Vienna both Carl 
and Dennis went to a High Mass in one 
of the churches and sat entranced 
throughout the service. 

"We're not Catholics," said Dennis, 
"but we appreciated the beauty and 
honesty of the service." 

In addition to the ideas in the lyrics, 
you'll be hearing a lot more of Church 
musical influence, in the Beach Boys' 
pet sounds. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• Two years ago on the West 
Coast of America there was a 
brother and sister beat group
"John and Judy"-who special
ised in the kind of R & B sounds 
that were the rage in '64. They had 
a bass player who sat on a high 
stool at the back and kept out of 
the limelight. He never sang until 
coming to England with John in 
'65 and then from out of back
ground stepped Scott Engel to 
take over from their leader-John 
Maus. 

In his new apartment off Regents 
Park, Scott told me how quite un
intentionally he came to take over 
the limelight from John. 

"When we came to England the 
first record we cut was 'Pretty 
Girls Everywhere'," said Scott. 
"That was the original Walker 
Brothers sound-how we really 
sound, but it got us nowhere. 
Then 'Love Her' was recorded and 
we needed a deep voice- that was 

me. I got pushed to the front and 
our whole image swivelled about 
when the story of John's marriage 
broke. After that I took the lead 
vocal again because we were 
scared of screwing the image. 

"I'm not saying that I would 
have been contentto remain in the 
background-I would not. My 
music and singing is a means of 
expression and I need to pro
gress. I've said it before though, 
and I ' ll say it again, I'd far rather 
be respected for my singing than 
raved about as some kind of pin
up idol, which I'm not. McCartney 
is the kind ofguywhoshould make 
the magazine covers, not me." 

Two points to watch out for 
-keep an ear open for the work 
Scott is doing on Gregorian 
chants and watch out for some 
shock pictures of the group which 
will make the Beatles' meat pix 
and the Stones in drag look like 
handouts! 
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THI INfORMIR • Dennis Wilson so impressed by 
Ringo's order of a black velvet 
jacket from tailor Duggie Millings 
that he has requested one for him
self. • Scott Engel believes that Eric Burdon 
potentially world's best blues singer 
and Tom Jones world's worst. • Jimmy Hendrix has to be seen 
to be believed performing the 
Troggs' "Wild Thing". • Which famous record producer 
wants to record a group called the 
Nazis? • Ray Davies declares that the 
Rolling Stones represent a period 
in his life when he was about 
seventeen. • Why do pop artistes persist in saying 
to journalists-"Now don't print this 
but ... " • Ex-Animal Hilton Valentine 
has recorded Donovan's "Season 
of the Witch". • New Olympic studios in Putney 
being used by the Rolling Stones and 
the Troggs. • Alan Price should have stuck 
to his guns about releasing "Just 
One In My Life" instead of "Wil
low Weep For Me" . • Kink Pete Quaife claimed one irate 
reporter after having painted the back 
of his car seats black. • Dennis Wilson enjoyed flying 
paper aeroplanes from the twenty
fourth floor of the London Hilton 
Hotel. • Beach Boy Mike Love smokes a 
tobacco called " Clan", which smells 
like Christmas pudding, in his pipe. • Bruce Welch believes the 
Beach Boys sound like the Four 
Freshmen. • Bach inspired ditty written by Ray 
Davies titled "Village Green" for next 
LP. • Harry Vanda of the Easybeats 
was taught English by fellow 
member George Young. • If they ever do a remake of Viva 
Zapata it's Muff Winwood for a 
starring role. • America's Young Rascals per
formances have been watched by, 
among others, Paul McCartney, 
Brian Jones, Bill Wyman, Brian 
Epstein, Eric Burdon, Chas 
Chandler and Allan Clarke . 


