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HIS week sees a renaissance for
the Kinks. It's five years since
they first topped the charts with
"You Really Got Me." Part of
their onslaught is the release of
"Shangri-La" from Ray Davies'
pop opera, "Arthur - Or The
Rise And Fall Of The British

Empire".
"We're really a rhythm and blues outfit, but

we want to do a little bit more than that," Ray
said. "We've changed somewhat over the last
year and I've been working on 'Arthur' since I got
the idea of a pop opera early in '68. It took three
months to record and we finished it about three
weeks ago.

"Our new single, 'Shangri-La' comes from the
album and although it lasts for five and a half
minutes I'm not going to cut it at all. The way I
see it, we won't get that many plays on radio and
probably no television because of its length but
there's nothing that can be cut out of it. Although
it starts gently and quiet, it builds up.

"I'm very happy with the music for 'Arthur'
and the script for a Granada TV spectacular has
been done. I co -wrote it with Julian Mitchell, and
Jo -Bergman Smith of Granada is setting the
wheels in motion for the TV production. It will
probably be shown in late October. And I believe
Granada are thinking of putting out a souvenir
book to coincide with the screening.

"On the show, actual actors will be used and
the music will be in the background. The album
should have been out at the end of the month.
but Granada want it held back to coincide with
their production.

But the album will be issued ill America in a few weeks
time to pave the way for the Kinks first tour there for three
years.

"We're off to the States because there's a renewed interest
in us," Ray stated. "I don't know for how long we'll be there
though. The last tour we did there was fine as far as the
audiences were concerned, but there was a mix-up backstage
and with the organisation."

MARIJUANA AND PATERNITY STUNTS
According to a publicity hand out from Warner Brothers

in America, there are going to be some pretty way out
promotional happenings for the Kinks. For example, a series
of arrests for the possession of marijuana and paternity
suits are lined up for Dave Davies. The legal difficulties will
be sorted out in advance of course. This is all supposed "to
stimulate interest in the group during the tour" according
to Stan Cornyn who's planning the promotional tactics!

But that's not all. There's supposed to be a series of minor
arrests for such things as loitering, impersonating an officer
and income tax evasion will be arranged in all the cities
the group play.

Another jape, (if it can be arranged), will be the closing
down of the Fillmore East halfway through the Kinks first
set under the pretext that they are destroying the hearing
of the nation's youth. If this happened, an exclusive piece
will appear in an American magazine endorsing fluoridation
and calling for the abolition of the statutory rape laws.

Asked about this, Ray said: "It must be some mad pub
licity stunt. I've met the people at Warner Brothers and
they're not like that."

There's a big interest in the Kinks in America and a big
following due to such albums as "The Village Green
Preservation Society". So it seems uncalled for to indulge in
such stunts.

Some groups have changed their musical style over the
years, but the Kinks have remained much the same.

"We do what we like," Ray said. "I saw the Stones at
Hyde Park and they haven't really changed over six years.
We had a hard sound to begin with and it's stuck with us.

"We're past the stage of having to force ourselves on the
public. People know what they're going to get when they
come to see us. There is a difference in our stage and
recording work though. On stage we like to thump things out
but when we're in the studio the music is much more
delicate.

OPERA I
The Kinks explain
about 'ARTHUR'
"One of the main things which I think is important is

picking the excitement in a number at the right time. What
I mean is like the Stones in the Park film when they had
hundreds of drummers. If you could get a three piece group
that can do that it's so much better."

What did Ray think would happen next on the pop scene?
"I don't really know which way things are going," he

replied. "I don't know what the Kinks want. What I think
will happen is you'll get less new groups. If they're not
good musically then they will be sex -wise.

"I don't think you can progress musically if you're in a
pop group. But I think our group is becoming more interest-
ing. You get people like me who get their projects together.
But I can't see oscillators taking over the scene."

IAN MIDDLETON

NEW JAMES BROWN

POLYDOR
has begun a

major drive to promote
James Brown in Britain and
from September 19 will issue
one single each month by
the artiste.

Title of the initial release
is "World", Brown's newest
U.S. disc, an R and B num-
ber with full orchestral back-
ing. A new album-"Say It
Out Loud" - is also issued
this month.

BATTLE

Give for
those
who
Gave

OF BRITAIN

Thousands of our finest men and
.;

women in the Royal Air Forces
have given their service, their health, and in many cases, their
lives for their Country and in defence of Freedom. Today many of
them and their dependants are in urgent need of the R.A.F.
Association's Welfare Service. Please give all you can for the
emblem on Wings Day or send a donation direct to Headquarters.

WEAR THIS EMBLEM
ON SATURDAY
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DATES FOR THE 'BEST RYAN DATES
BARRY RYAN will promote his

new single - his first for Poly-
dor - on London Weekend TV's

"David Jacobs Show", before leav-
ing for a European tour next
month.

Song, a Paul Ryan composition
is titled "The Hunt", and Barry
Ryan will appear on the late night
Sunday programme on September
14.

Ryan begins his tour on October
15 at Hamburg and will include
appearances at Frankfurt, Hanover,
Zurich, Munich and Vienna. Barry
Ryan will fly back to Britain on
October 24 to celebrate his 21st
birthday with his brother Paul.

JAll' FESTIVAL EVER!
DATES for "Jazz Expo '69" (The Newport Jazz Festival in London),

Presented by Harold Davison, George Wein and Jack Higgins.
are as follows:

Saturday. October 25: Royal Festival Hall, London, 6.15 and 9 p.m.:
Sarah Vaughan and her trio; Maynard Ferguson and his Roarin', Big
Band.

Sunday, October 26: Odeon, Hammersmith, 6 p.m and 8.45 p.m.:
The Gary Burton Quartet; Kenny Clarke-Franey Boland Big Band;
Selena Jones and accompanying group; Charlie Shavers Quartet.

Monday, October 27: Odeon, Hammersmith, 8 p.m.: "Guitar Work-
shop" featuring Barney Kesse!, Tal Farlow, Kenny Burrell, etc.; The
Newport All -Stars featuring Ruby Braff, Red Norvo, George Wein. Joe
Venuti. etc.; Dakota Staton and the Pete King Quartet.

Tuesday, October 28: Odeon, Hammersmith, 8 p.m.: "Jazz From
A Swinging Era"-Part 1, featuring Louis Jordan's Tympany Five;
Alex Welsh and his Band; Bill Coleman, Albert Nicholas, Charlie
Shavers, Jay McShann. FOLLOWING Chicken Shack's

Wednesday, October 29: Odeon, Hammersmith, 8 p.m.; "Jazz From Stan Webb's lager drinking chal-
A Swinging Era"-Part 2, featuring Lionel Hampton and his Band; lenge in the Face the other
Teddy Wilson, Ben Webster, Jay McShann; Humphrey Lyttelton and week, Graham Bond has picked up
his Band; Dave Shepherd Quintet; Elkie Brooks. the gauntlet. The battle commences

Thursday, October 30: Odeon, Hammersmith, 6.45 and 9.10 p.m.: next Tuesday (September 16), in
-American Folk, Blues and Gospel Festival '69", featuring Albert De Hems at 5.30. Any monies on
King and his Blues Band; The Stars Of Faith from "Black Nativity"; side bets will he donated to Charity.
Otis Span; John Lee Hooker; Champion Jack Dupree; The Robert
Patterson Singers. noENTANGLE'S new single,

Friday, October 31: Odeon, Hammersmith, 6.45 and 9.10 p.m.: r "Theme From Take Three
Thelonius Monk Quartet: Cecil Taylor Quartet; Cleo Leine and the Girls" will spearhead a cam -
Laurie Holloway Trio. paign from the group's disc com-

Saturday, November 1: Odeon, Hammersmith, 6.45 and 9.10 p.m.: pans, to co-incide with their 14 -

Miles Davis Quintet; Mary Lou Williams Trio; Jon Hendricks and city British tour which opens at
the Reg Powell Quartet. the Royal Albert Hall on October
This promises to be the best Jazz Festival seen ANYWHERE. It 4. Group's next album "Hunting

lasts twice as long as the famous American Newport Jazz Festival Song" will also be released at that
and it is all jazz! time.

DRINK BATTLE!
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Love at first
sight? 'Sounds
Nice' - said
MR. PAUL
McCARTNEY

THE music started.
Demo disc, played

via the EMI studio's
loudspeakers. "Mmmm
- sounds nice," said
Paul. Mr. McCartney
had spoken. And inad-
vertently provided the
name for a group -
if two musicians can
legitimately be called a
group.

So enter Sounds Nice
in the charts. They hit
the best-sellers at the
first time of asking. It's
an unusual record, too.
Called "Love At First
Sight", it's an instru-
mental version of the
Jane Birkin-Serge Gains-
bourg controversy -spe-
cial "Je T'aime Moi Non
Plus".

Which, of course,
cocks a snoot at those
who said the number
had no memorable mel-
ody but which sold
purely on the heavy
breathing and the ec-
static groaning of 'im
and 'er

It's the Sounds Nice
version which has had
the radio plays. While
Jane and Serge have
been shunned by dee-
jays and producers,
Sounds Nice have sort
of crept in through the
back door.

TONY'S IDEA
Sounds Nice is the

inspiration of that man -
about -music Tony Hall.
He knew two young
men working separately
in the music business,
shrewdly summed up
their potential, and got
them together in a
working unit. His idea:
to fill a gap in today's
scene by creating musi-
cal instrumental albums
with a difference. Like
having only two men
in an instrumental team.

The men are Tim
Mycroft and Paul Buck -
master. Tim, featured
organist, was formerly
a member of the Gun.
He's a Jimmy Smith
fanatic, a singer of con-
siderable talent and
writes songs at frenzied
speed.

Paul did the arrange-
ment for the single, but
that's only one side of
his talents. He is a clas-
sical composer, a pop
composer, cello player-
and it was his arrange-
ment which helped
David Bowie and "Space
Oddity" into the Top
Fifty.

Actually there is a
third man. Producer
Gus Dudgeon, who
made the record and
has had previous suc-
cess with the Bow Dog
Band, the Locomotive
and the aforementioned
David Bowie.

Gus and Paul com-
bined to re -build "Je
T'aime" into a haunting
and easy -listening in-
strumental. Mostly it
was based on the organ
work of Tint.

The record is now
being rush - released
round the world. And
will be out on Tamla
Motown in the States.

"Sounds nice," said
Paul McCartney. And he
wasn't a bad judge.


