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THE KINKS 
London Roundhouse 
IT'S THE only time 1 have 
ever seen an audience 
clap for so long, despite 
the house lights coming 
up and the disco turned 
up loud. 

The applause was well 
deserved. because the 
Kinks played a blinder. I 
haven't seen them play 
'for years and I was a bit 
doubtful about their new 
album 'Misfits', but any 
misgivings I had were 
swept away by the 
excellentof their perform. 
ance. The songs I wasn't 
100 per cent keen on from 
the album - 'Mayfever' 
and 'Rock And Roll 
Fantasy' - took on new 
life when played live. 
And one of the songs I 
really did_ like, 'Per- 
manent Wave', sounded 
great. 

The two new members - Jim Rodford' on bass 
and Gordon Edwards on 
keyboards - have mas- 
tered all the old songs too. 
The audience went wild 
for 'You Really Got Me' 
Waterloo Sunset' and 

'Death Of A Clown'. But 
the crowning glory (for 
me) was 'Alcohol'. Ray, 
Davies' impeccable tim- 
ing and sense of theatre 
gave the song the mark of 
a classic. 

This wasn't a bunch of 
tired old heroes - they 
showed they could ' still 
rock and roll for a new 
generation- It would only 
take one hit single for 
them to prove it_ 

Butto the stupid berk 
sitting 

in front' 
of me: 

making remarks about 
Record Mirror - If I see 
him again he'll get a copy 
of the paper down his 
throat, and It'll be the best 

"thing he's digested in a 
month. ROSALIND RUS. 
SELL 

ANDY DESMOND 
Heiagon Theatre, 
Reading 
THE refuted intellectüal 

.audience in this typically 
futuristic futuristic 
theatre, in many ways 
Illustrated how the crowd 
make the gig. They 
clapped politely between 
numbers, and bought 
Desmond back for a well 
deserved, though far from 
wild encore. 

The sophisticated at- 
mosphere rubbed off on 
Desmond, and his ex- 
cellent backing band, The 
American Housewifes, 
who played a smooth 
classy set. 
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NEW HEARTS 
Dingwails, London 

AFTER playing their own 
brand of pop - punk for the 
past year or more, far 
longer than many of the 
whippersnappers cur- 
rently cashing in on the 
powerpop trend, it seems 
strange that the New 
Hearts have not been 
crowned the perceptive 
forerunners of it all. They 
have been largely ignored 
by those 'in the know', 
and frequently written off 
as superficial (by the 
purist punks). 

Whilst not claiming to 
take the honours for being 
their strictest fan, it's 
obvious that they have 
more talent and potential 
lurking within them than 
the bulk of their 
contemporaries, as shown 
in their exceptionally, 
and perhaps over -long set 
(18 songs, plus two in the 
encore) at the half - 

empty. mid -week Ding - 

Firstly, they play well. 
Tight, fast and gutsy. 
They look OK too, 
although the mixture of 
Pink. red and orange 
jackets, upon their 
frontline can be a little too 
dazzling for after dinner 
enjoyment. Guitarist 
Dave Cairns and drum- 
mer Jamie Crompton 

Desmond Is quite 
simply a romantic after - 

dinner songwriter. He 
looks the part; bespec- 
tacled, bearded and 
abounding In natural 
personality. His band fill 
out the simple tunes, with 
particuarly effective key- 
board work, courtesy of 
ace session man Mick 
Weaver. 

However, playing in 
front of audiences, who 
would look more at home 
In the window of Burtons, 
he appears a bit too 
mellow. A few club dates 
would not only add some 
real Impact to his stage 
presence, but more 
Importantly, would give 
him a solid audience of 
'real' music lovers, who 
are bound to be only to 
pleased to listen to a 
band, who play music 
without any of the 
pretentions of disposable 
fashions. PHIL HALL. 

omit, the showanship, exceptm for occasional 
forays to the microphone, 
but the theatrics are 
amply provided by 
vocalist Ian Paine who 
darts around the stage 
lute a cat on cactus, whilst 
Zebedee is alive and well 
and living In bassist John 
Harty. 

For the uninitiated, 
Dingwalls saps atmos. 
phere much In the same 
way as the Grand Canyon 
would. If placed between 
stage and audience. New 
Hearts were certainly not 
relaxed, and the limita- 
tions of the miniscule 
stage did little to relieve 
their tension. 

The songs were too 
numerous to go into great 
detail over. There were 
no obvious flops, and no rip-offs. They were 
catchy and quick, and 
varied from the almost 
chant of 'Dial -A -Friend', 
and 'Just Another Teen- 
age Anthem' to the 
haunting 'Only Madmen 
Laugh. ' 

Although their record 
output has been less than 
prolific of late, a new 
vinyl gem in the form of 
one of their strongest 
songs, 'Plain Jane', 
should be out soon, whilst 
their debut LP Is due in 
September. They should 
be worth the wait. 
KELLY PIKE 

MADDY PRIOR 
Birmingham Hippodrome 
EMBARKING on a solo career after a successful 
venture in a group Is always a harrowing 

concerts you play are before auditoriums which are, 
experience. This Is especially so when the first 

at nest half full. Oouple this with the fact that moat 
of the material is bound lo be new to the audience, 
many of whom were hoping for hits from a bygone 
age. Any artist is bound to be under very intense 
pressure. 

Well. Maddy Prior did better than most in coping 
with these problems. She had some things going for 
her; an audience who wanted her to succeed, a 
backing band which combined both individual skill 
and collective togetherness and a fine collection of 
songs, most of which were self penned. These were 
from her new album 'Woman In The Wings'. The 
most impressive were 'Rollercoaster', 'I Told You 
So', 'Rosettes' and 'In-Fightlng'. 

They demonstrated that fine blend of folk and rock 
which characterises Maddy Prior while managing 
to put over freshness, enthusiasm and originality 
which promised that we can expect much more from 
Middy future. 

She was her usual smiling confident stage, 
and her singing showed that she lost..none of the 
talent that Dowed ao freely during her tlme whit 
Steeleye Span. 

She may not an yet have hit the headliners but that 
surely can only be a matter of time. 

NIALLULEY 


