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LIVE! International
Grand Funk
WITH sixty-five thousand
people attracted to Grand
Funk Railroad's free
concert in London's Hyde
Park on Saturday it is

probably safe to assume
that the group is about to
become as big a

phenomenon in Britain as it
has become in the United
States.

The reasons for Grand
Funk's success remain a

little mysterious. Judging by
Saturday's performance,
much of the criticism
levelled against the group
during the past year has
been justified. The group is
cliched, severely limited,
extremely loud and often
unintentionally comical;
hardly the qualities one
would expect from a group
which sells millions of
albums.

The answer probably lies
with the age group Grand
Funk attracts. A significant
proportion of Saturday's
audience were younger than
the typical concert and
festival -goer and, in fact
many older rock fans were
seen streaming away from
Hyde Park long before
Grand Funk's performance
was finished.

Grand Funk is an
extremely young group
whose music has been
described as 'teenybopper
Cream', almost a heavy
bubblegum group. To a

younger audience
presumably the music has
greater attractions than the
more sophisticated tastes of
their older brothers and
sisters.

Grand Funk's music

hoarse shouting from the
vocalist, which, within the
context of I Want To Take
You Higher, however, came
off very badly compared
with Sly and the Family
Stones's original.

The drummer laid down
a constant and very heavy
beat, occasionally indulging
in vast solos which sounded
similar to amplified
machine-gun fire.

Perhaps the best number
was Grand Funk's version
of the Rolling Stones'
'Gimme Shelter', the
group's parting number
which proved it has

sufficient talent to evolve
into a much more positive
musical unit.

Also on the bill were
Heads, Hands and Feet and
Humble Pie, two excellent
British groups which
operate without an overdose
of wattage.

R.P.

Bert Jansch
FESTIVAL HALL: Not
very many people know
what Bert Jansch really
looks like. They know OF
him and they've seen a

skinny frame with an
explosion of unkempt black
hair sitting among the
members of Pentangle which
must be him. With Bert, a
word is worth a million
pictures - the man is
introverted, very withdrawn;
something that often
accompanies brilliance and
casually compliments it.

Bert is father of his own
guitar style, his influences
from other musicians have
either been erased or
obscured by a lilting, but

tazz and a very odd
interpretation of folk. At
the Festival Hall, he played
only the second half of his
solo concert and it was a
very short half - but
delightful.

There were intricate
instrumentals, complex
versions of traditionals and
oddly beautiful originals
that easily captured listeners
with their sweet flow of
melody. Everything about
Bert's musical side is

strange. He doesn't sing like
anyone else, his fingering on
the guitar is unbelievably
weird, his chords are there
for the ear, but non-existent
for the viewer.

The most amazing thing
of all is his total approach
to melody - whether it's
his own song or someone
elses, the structure simply
defies convention. You
could freely believe he'd
grown up without ever

hearing another guitarist.
Both Bert and John
Renbourne are cornerstones
in the field of
accomplished musicanship.
To get either one alone for
a solo concert is a damn
treat, I'm telling you.

L.G.

Carole King
CARNEGIE HALL, NEW
YORK: If James Taylor be
the king of soft rock, then
Carole King be the queen.
But that's as much as the
two are related as
writers -singers. We already
know Miss King to he a

superb songwriter. As a

singer at Carnegie Hall June
18 she lends her soulful

definitive style which can
only be called greatness.
Her voice is strong and
clear, her enunciation
perfect, her presence warm
and friendly. .Ancl about
those songs of hers....

Most of them are about
love and longing as a wife
and as a mother: "I Feel
The Earth Move," "Child
Of Mine," "Beautiful,"
"Way Over Yonder," and
"Will You Love Me
Tomorrow." Her piano is

rich, packed with chords
and interesting motives that
relate to the meanings of
the songs and provide
harmonically tight
counter -point to her voice
and sometimes is as

important as her vocal
prowess. The finest quality
about her accompaniments
is that they are always
varied, never too enclosed.
She gives the impression of
wonderful musical freedom.

After several solos
(probably her best efforts),
she brought out her string
quartet, which she called
the Troubadour Four. There
was a slight delay due to
violist David Campbell's
lateness. Danny Kootch
played some acoustic guitar,
Charley Lasher some bass.
A highlight for the audience
was the appearance of
veteran James Taylor, who
sang, among others,
"You've Got A Friend"
with Miss King. Besides his
being there, which is always
welcome, he didn't add too
much to what was
happening musically. In
fact, his singing sounded a
bit unrehearsed. But the
concert was one not to be
forgotten.

of CHRIS GARTEN

"WELL you see officer we were just having a sit down weren't we?" Steve Upton and
Martin Turner needn't have worried though. After the formal 'Alto Allo Allos' by the
policeman on the right the conversation went something like this. "Are you members of
Wishbone Ash?" "Yes" the two on the left replied. "Great! Can I have your autographs,
please. I've got a seat booked for tonight's concert,"

The picture was taken on the banks of the River Trent before Wishbone's concert in
Nottingham.

.R. FOR
ITAIN

CREEDENCE Clearwater Revival are coming to Britain this
September.

And a new single by the group is released on July 16 with a possible album
release from CCR lined -up to coincide with the tour.

The group will play at the Royal Albert Hall on September 27 and 28 and
a major provincial hall during their stay. After playing in Britain, Creedence
are expected to tour
several continental
countries.

the single
release, a John Fogerty
number is "Sweet
Hitch -hiker" which is
backed by a Stu Cook
composition, "Door To
Door." There are no
details yet available of
the album.

James Gang
UK tour

THE JAMES GANG are
coming to Britain on July
21st, to complete a British
tour, and to coincide with
this they have a single 'Walk
Away' released. Both sides
of the single have been
taken from the Gang's
`Thirds' album.

Dates for the tour are
opening at the Kursall,
Southend on July 23rd;
Lyceum London 25th; Civic
Dunstable, 26th; The Place,
Stoke-on-Trent, 27th;
Kinetic Circus, Birmingham,
29th; Fillmore North,
Newcastle, 30th: Electric
Gardens, Glasgow, 31st;
Jazz Club, Redcar,
August 1st.

Sakkarin's
next

SAKKARIN'S next single
release is to be 'Hang On
Sloopy', a previous hit for
the McCoys. The single is
set for release by RCA On
June 16th.

Taylor and
Dion dates
this month
JAMES TAYLOR arrives in Britain on July 8th for his
tour commencing on the 9th at London's Festival Hall.
Further dates for the tour are Colston Hall, Bristol, 10th;
Free Trade Hall, Manchester (two shows) 11th; City Hall,
Glasgow, 13th; City Hall, Newcastle -on -Tyne, 14th; BBC
Television special recording,15th; Fairfield Halls, Croydon,
16th.

Following this James
Taylor visits Germany
returning to England for the
Lincoln Festival on 24th
July. Fellow American
artist, Dion, is also set to
appear, and he has a double
A side single released on
23rd July. Titles are
`Peaceful Place'/`Sunny
Land'.

Pie riot
LAST Wednesday evening
in Milan during an
appearance by Humble Pie,
a riot broke out in the
audience. Policeman lined
eight deep found it
impossible to control the
crowds, and finally tear gas
was used.

Jerry Shirley was
temporarily blinded by the
gas and all the members of
the group had medical
treatment, after their
performance. They returned
to the stage after the riot
broke out in an attempt to
calm the crowd.

Young LP
delayed
NEIL YOUNG'S Harvest
album which was scheduled
for release on July 9th, has
now been put back
indefinitely. It is
understood that an
occurrence of his slipped
disc trouble has caused the
delay in recording.

Head Band

free silo*
THE NATIONAL HEAD
BAND are to play a free
concert in Bromley, Kent
on July 24. The concert is
in aid of L.E.P.R.A. and is
preceeded by one at St.
Alban's Civic Hall in aid of
Oxfam, in which NHB will
also star. The band have
just taped their third John
Peel "Sunday Concert"
show for transmission soon.

Sleeve trouble hits the
SHA NA NA whose second
album, Sha Na Na was due
to be released this week has
been delayed because of
technical difficulties.

The trouble lies not with
the record but with the
coves, which is said to he
interior to the American

Sha Na Na disc
sleeve. One of the band said
last week. "We have had
such a marvellous time here
we don't want to fob off
our British fans with an

inferior product."
Because of the delay

13uddah Records have
imported 2,000 copies of
the LP from America.


