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11074 11A1í GOT to he 
Stevenson's flock- 
et's year. It lt,hin't, 
I swear 191 hang up 
ray of rock fl' roll 
shoes and retire 
gracefully. 

Listen, nothing but nothing happened to 
pap rock in 1975 OK you 
like reggae, you like 
black music . . , great! 
You like diewing tat 
while a mllllon watts of 
disco dumbs your senses. 

yterriblel'If that is se 
ou are dead. you are 

missing every tningr 
I hate to bring this up; 

but do you remember the Sixties? Do you remem- 
ber standing glued to a 
tiny stage. jammed solid 
In a seething crowd, listening to a raw and earthy bunch of punks 
playing rock 'n' roll. One night of that could keep 
you going for a week and 
mice you tasted it, you 
wanted It every week. 

Excitement 
Now 'who, please tell 

me, among our great 
pantheon of rock stars, Is creating that ktnd of 
groundswell excitement? 
When was the last time 
you got really excited at 
the local petals? 

The answer Is probably 
never because in 1975 
nobody was doing It. You 
either joined the young 
Rollerites and attended 
their mass rallys like so 
many mesmerized sheep, 
or got strobed out at the 
disco. 

In between that maybe, 
lust maybe you were 
lucky enough to be living 
m a town where there was 
a decent R&B set-up. 
Otherwise zilch 
Unless you lived In 
Coventry. 

Now that town might 
have a lot of hard times 
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STEVENSON'S ROCKET: will 1976 be their year. 

i.» 

ahead but In 1975 the disco 
ravaged citizens of the 
near South opened their 
doors to' Stevenson's 
Rocket - and went 
bananas. 

Ballroom 
The place was Tiffany's 

ballroom where each 
Monday more than 2,000 
gather for the Peter 
Waterman disco show 
Pete has been appearing 
there for years and Is 
something,of a local star. 
At the same lime he has 
gradually moved Into the 
music biz In a. much 

Name: ALL AN JOIINTWIGG 
Birthdask: 9th September, 1957 

Birthplace: Coventry 
Colour of hair: Brown 
Colours d eyes: Blue 
Height: 6' 6" 
Weight: 9 st. 
Inatrurnenla played: Bans guitar, 
drums, guitar 
First public appea more: Long- 
ford Park School. Coventry 
First professional 'appeo ranee: 
Royal BriUah Legion. Slough 
Former Groups: New Birth 
Favourite Groups: Beatles - 

Fa you ritee Singers: David 
Essex, Paul McCartney, Elton 
John. Kevin Harris 
Favourite actor/actress: Steve 
McQueen, Lesley Ann Down 
leas ~rite songwriters: Len- 
non/McCartney 
Favourite colour: Blue 
Favourite food: Chicken 
hobbles: Sport, girls, cars, 
motorbikes, guns and fishing 
Pet II kes: Load music 
Pet hates: Quiet music and 
babies crying 
l'rnle slmal ambitions: TA he 
successful 
Personal ambitions: To play at 
the Coventry Theatre and then at 
Madison Square Gardens 
Person you would most like to 
tool In the world: Beatles 

bigger way with first his 
own record shop, a spell 
In Philadelphia, back to 
CBS and finally to 
Magnet. 

Peter Waterman saw 
Stevenson's Rocket that 
night at Tiffany's and 
promptly signed them. 
That was early In 1975. 
The time was not right 
and neither was the band, 
Peter made them re- 
hearse for three months. 
he wrote a debut single 
for them, they played and 
sang it themselves and 

presto with their first 
public appearances, they 
were suddenly the new 
teen phenomenon. 

Name: KEVIN JOHN HARRIS 

Rirthdate: 30th May, 1959 
Birthplace: Leamington Spa 
Colour o1 hair: Brown 
Colour of eyes: Creen 
Height: 5' 6" 
Weight: 9 st. 
Instruments played: Guitar, 
banjo 

/ Find public appearance: Ade- 
laide, Australia 
First professional appearance: 
Gateshead Blolermak ens Club e' 
Former groups: Wild Silk 
Favourite groups: Beatles 
Favourite singers: Bowie, Elton 
John, McCartney. Lennon 
Favourite actor/actress: Top Cat 
Favourite songwriters: Pete 
Waterman, Lennon/McCartney 
Favourite colour: Blue 
Favourite/mid: Fish and chips 
hobbles: Football, girls, target 
shooting 
Pet likes: Having agood laugh , 

Pet hates: Insincere people 
Professional ambitions: To be u 

success and break America 
Personal antbitlnns: To meet the 
Beatles 
Person yell would most like W 

meet in the world: Beatles and 
Bowie 
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by 
Peter Harvey 

Wherever Stevenson's 
Rocket appear, the 
reaction Is the same. "It's 
n blt awe Inspiring when 
you walk on stage", pint 
sized Kevin Harris (16) 
admitted. "You can't 
hear a thing, they can 
barely hear what we're 
playing. Everybody Just 
crams around the stage 
and glares at us. They 
seem to Identify with us. 
They're our age. " 

That means the fans are 
anything between 18 and 
10 - the kids who didn't 
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want the Rollers and were 
bored with the strobe. 
And If they listened real 
hard through all those 
screams and cheers, they 
might hear the raw R&B 
music that the Rocket 
have Introduced since 
Peter Waterman began 
guiding them. 

He'd met the Beatles on 
their first poet -Germany 
gig In Britain (In 
Coventry) and was 
Immediately sold on 
R&B, Tamla, Levi Jeans, 
and everything else they 
did that was different 
Consequently Peter has 
Introduced the R&B of the 
early Sixties, people 

Full name: STEVEN MARK 
BRAY 

liirthda le: 17th March, 1959 
Birth plans -Coventry 
Colourof hair: Brown 
Colour re eyes: Green 
Height: 5' 8" 
Weight: 8sL 81b. 
Instruments played: Drums and 
guitar 
First public appearance: Hous- 
ing Club, Coventry 
First professional appearance: 
Royal British Legion, Slough 
Former groups: None 
Favourite groops: Status Quo, 
Beatles, Deep Purple 
Favourite singers: David Bowie, 
Wilma Reading, Elton John 
Favourite actor/actress: Steve 
McQueen, Bette Davis 
Favourite songwriters: David 
Bowie, Lennon/McCartney 
Favourite colour: Purple 
Favourite food: Steak and chips 
Hobbies: Playing guitar, girls 
Pet likes: Ferrari cars, animals 
Pet hairs: Spiders. The 
Gateshead Bollermak ers Club 
Professional ambttims: To be a 
success and rated as a drummer 
Personal ambitions: To own a 
house In the country 
Person you would most like to 
Intel in the world: Prince Cherie% 
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Peter Waterman spotted 

like the Marvelettes and 
Stevenson's Rocket. And 
now their stage set is 
almost entirely old 
material. 

Change 
For a group who'd 

previously made their 
living playing social 
clubs where the audience 
play bingo in between the 
entertainment, this was 
quite a change. But along 
with two new members in 
the group (Kevin Harris 
and guitarist Mick Cro- 
Shaw) they were ready to 
kick all that when they 
finally turned pm. 

That was just before 
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Lí\f . 
Name: DAVID RICHARD REID 
Blrihdate: 20th September, 1957 
Birthplace: Banbury, Oxon 
Coiourol half: Brown 
Colour d eyes: Blue 
Height: 5' 7" 
Weight: 9 sL 8 lbs. 
Instruments played: Organ, 
Synthesiser, plano 
First public appes ranee: Butch- 
er's Arms, Prior Hardwick 
First professional appearance: 
Roya I B rltlsh Legion, Slough 
Former groups: None 
Favourite groups: Beatles, 
Queen. 1OCC 
Favourite singers: Gladys 
Knight, Labl Siffre, Paul 
McCartney 
Favourite actor/actress: Steve 
McQueen, Susan George 
F avourite 'long wMere: 
non McCartney 
Favourite colour: Blue 
Favourite food: AL meat, jelly 
cream, meringues 
Ilobblee: Drawing, sport, girls 
Pet Likes: Girls, cocas cola 
Pet hates: Cabbage, rain, wind 
Professlonsl ambitions: To be a 

successful and In don world tour 
Personal enumlieas: To see the 
world and own a house 
Person you would like to meet in 
the world: Beatles 
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them. All of them agree It 
was Kevin who made a 
big difference to their 
image and Mich who gave 
the music a boost. 

Bass player, Allan 
Twig g, has described 
Kevin: "Nonstop enter- 
tainment." and meeting 
him you gel that 
impression. 

About the group Kevin' 
says: "I'd like to see us 
get a really good 
following so that kkls 
could appreciate the 
things we like doing." 

Mick Croshaw says. 
"We'd like to be respected 
musically whereas the 
Rollers are knocked all 
the time. 

"We don't use tapes on 
stage," says Allan. "It's 
purely us, and that's what 
we're all proud of." 

And when Peter Water- 
man tried to use session 
musicians on Alright 
Baby, their debut single, 
It didn't work out. 

"I let them get on with it 
and they were great. 
They were good enough 
almost for first takes " 

So the die was set. 
Stevenson's Rocket are 
going to prove in 1976 that 
there IS going to be a new 
generation of bands who 
can once again build on 
the past and add '(at last) 
something from the Mid - 
Seventies. 

Now watch that Rocket 
rise. 
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Name: MICHAEL ANTHONY 
CROSHAW 
Birtholate: 7th June, 1956 
Bh'j.p lace: Coventry 
Colour of hair:'Brown 
Colour of eyes: Blue 
height: 5' 8" 
Weight: 10st 8iba 
Instruments played: Guitar, 
plano 
First public appearance: Old 
Arley Club, Old Arley, W a rwIc ks 
First prulesslao al appearance: 
W hiteleas Club, South Shields 
Former groups: Alice, New 
Pence, Ground Coffee, Ar Dead! 
Favourite groups: Focus, Beat- 
les, 10CC 
Favourite singers: Paul 
McCartney, Lennon 
Favourite actor/actress: Lesley 
Ann Down* 
Favourite songwriters: Len- 
non/McCartney 
Favourite col our: Blue 
Favourite food: Sausage, egg, 
chips 
Hobbies: Reading novels, girls 
Pet likes: Girls 
Pet Hat. e: Some girls 
Proneetmal ambitions: To own a 
recording studio 
Person ambitlons: To gej to kgow' 
the music business 
Person you would moist like to 
meet in the world: Jan Ackerman 


