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BLACK SABBATH 
are to start a mini - 
tour in January 
playing concerts 
cancelled in Novem- 
ber after injuries to 
Ozzie Osbourne and 
Geezer Butler. 

The tour will also 
Include dates In 
Birmingham and 

Sabbath ready 
to stomp again 

London 

Groundhogs 
surface 
THE GROUNDHOGS 
have been re-formed. 
Tony McPhee has re- 
formed the hand with 
three other new musi- 
cians. 

They are: Dave Well. 
belove (electric violin. 
mandolin and vocals), 
Martin Kent (bass) and 
Mick Cook (drums). 

The group will tour the 
UK, beginning at the end 
of February with an 
album out in March. 

McPhee has written 
nine songs which he will 
also produce 

The original Ground- 
hogs spilt up a year ago. 

The full schedule 
reads: Portsmouth Guild. 
hall (January 8), Ipswich 
Gaumont (0), Southend 
Kursaal Balltaom (10), 
Birmingham Odeon (11) 
and London Ham 

merumith Odeon (13). 
Tickets from the three 

previous dates ore valid 
for the re -arranged 
concerts and some re - 

e 
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turned tickets are also 
available at the box 
office, , 

Tickets by postal 
application for the Bir- 
mingham gig cost L1.25, 
11.50 and (1.80. London 
prices are: al ,10, (1.85 
and (2.20. 

Sabbath's new single 
Am I Going Insane 
will be In the shops on 
January 30. 
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Bad Lad 
.TACK THE LAD'S bass player Phil Murray collapsed 
after a concert in Sheffield last week. Ile Is said to he 
suffering from a stomach ulcer. Glee al Salisbury and 
St Albans have been cancelled, hut the led hope te 
resume their tour at 1lallfas Tiffany, on December 10. 
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JONATHAN KING 

Crowning 
Glory? 
JONATHAN KING has 
an album released this 
week titled Jonathan 
King's Greatest 111a 
Past, Present And Fu- 
ture. II feature.. hire such 
as Everyone's Gme To 
The Moon and Una 
Ihalonru Blanca. 

King has two singles 
released en December 12. 
They are: a new version 
of the Kinks' You Really 
Got Me by the lint 
Squirrels and A Questlm 
Of A Dog by a band cashed 
Arkwrighl. 

GLADYS DUE' 
GLADYS KNIGHT and - In the Spring. They will 
the Pipe, with a single out play a short concert tour 
this Friday - their own Including one major 
version of Silent Night - London date anti n few TV 
have plans to visit Britain spots. 

COCKNEY REBEL 

GET THE BIRD- 
T11E KINKS' fans in America are a hardy lot and 
rather singularly minded. When attending a Kinks 
concert they are not apt to take kindly to any sort of 
warm-up / lime -filling or Introductory music; they 
want only to see the Kinks. 

Unfortunately for Steve Harley and Cockney Rebel it 
was their lot last Friday to act out the three 
aforementioned chores and try, at the same time, to win 
themselves a few fans of their own. Much as they tried 
It was a battle doomed to 
failure from the start. All 
through their set could be 
heard the background 
chant of "Ray Davies, 
,Ray Davies. We love Ray 
Davies. " No matter what 
they did It was impossible 
to hold the audience's 
attention, By their second 
to last number they were 
being booed and jeered; 
their spirits got lower and 
lower and their ability to 
play good music went the' 
same way. A nightmare 
situation for any band 
playing New York for the 
first time. 

And the Kinks' show? 
Well they couldn't really 
lose, could they? 

+ + 

THE MOVIE "Let's Do It 
Again" Is currently doing 
extremely well on the box 
office sales' top twenty 
list- This week the title 
track of the same name, 
sung by the Staple 
Singers, reached gold 
status and is expected to 
be followed by an album 
early In the New Year. At 

a 

present the single Is being 
very heavily featured in 
discotheques across the 
country and marks the 
beginning of a new trend 
whereby the Staples have 
come from doing strictly 
religious material in the 
50s through to a soul. 
gospel work, a la Aretha 
Franklin Inthelos 

, STEPHEN MORLEY 

HEAVY 
KIDS GIGS 

THE KIDS' Winter tour 
dales inoludet Cardiff 
Top Rank (Dec e), St 
Albans City Hall (IS), 
Preston Oulldhall (le), 
Malvern Winter Gardens 
(23), Plymouth Fiesta 
(29), Torquay Gatebys 
(10), London Marquee 
(31), Iluddersfleld 
Ivanhoe's (Jan 2), and 
Croydon Greyhoued (4). 

Thitets for New Years 
Eve party at the Marquee 
are at sale price U. rs), 
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GARY HOX TON 

Roller Return 
THE RAY CITY ROLLERS arrive back In Britain this 
week. Stuart "Woody" Wood le out of hospital so the 
group are coming home early, having cancelled their 
Ness Zealand gigs, 
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SCAFFOLD 
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PLAY 
A PLAY, written by 
Roger McGough, Is to be 
staged at the Hampstead 
Theatre Club, from 
December 11 to January 
12. Titled Word Play, It 

-use ' stars McGough John 
Gorman and Andy Rob 

1 

-erts, and was presented 
at this year's Edinburgh 
Festival. The show Marta 

ROGER McGOUGI' at It. no pm. 

More Spaghetti - rock 
NEW BAND Nova has lust signed to the Arleta label, 
They are mainly Italian and will have their tint album 
released on ,Lane ary 9, titled Blink, Their fleet 
appearance will be as support to liawkwind on their 
eight day tour whldc starts at Southend Kursaal een 

December 13. Other dates are: Reading Top Rank 
(15), Cardiff Top (tank (le), Brunel University (IS), 
Ipswich Gaumont (Is), Norwich St Andrews Hall (le), 
Enfield l'Icketts lack (20) and Southampton Top Rank 
(21). 

ROCK is dead (but It 
won't lie down): Two 
blows to the solar plexus 
of rock were felt in the 
U.S. this week, but the 
patient Is expected to 
survive. Because of 
vandalism and rioting 
that followed Rod Stewart 
and Fame' concert at the 
Minneapolis Auditorium, 
that arena Is now 
permanently closed to 
rock shows. Glass win 
down and doors were 
shattered after the Faces' 
concert and a two -foot 
hole was left In is cement 
wall of the dty-owned 
facility. Meanwhile, a 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Baptist Church had a.. 
bonfire of over two 
thousand dollars worth of 
"Immoral" rock albums. 
Rev Charles Boykin, 
associate pastor and 
youth director of the 
church, quoted statistics 
(but not the source) 
showing that "of 1.000 
girls who became preg- 
nant out of wedlock, 984 
committed the act while 
rock was being played. " 

+ + + + 

Bete Midier was on her 
way from the Beverly 
Wilshire Hotel to a 
rehearsal of her up- 
coming 20 -city tour when 
she was rushed to 
Century City Hospital for 
an emergency appen- 
dectomy. Bette just 
thought she had the flu. 
She Is now in satisfactory 
condition and la recuper- 
ating. but the first three 
dates of her tour have 
been cancelled. 

Dave Mason was on a 
private plane 200 miles 

NEWS IN 

BRIEF 
COUNTRY JOE 
McDONAID has extra 
dates added to his tour. 
They are: Cardiff Univer- 
sity (Jan 21) and Beirut 
Un lve r,s sty (26) 

Cxancy have fln- 
Ished work on their 
second album, titled 
Working Together and U 
will be released on 
January 30. February 
gigs include: Llverpmd 
University (7), North 
London Poly (10), t.ela!a- 
ter University (I3). North 
East London Poly (20) 
and Kingston Poly (27), 

- Upp December 
dates are: London Mar- 
quee (I1), Nottingham 
Dancing Slipper (17), 
Folkestone leas Cliff Hail 
(les) and Havant College 
(20) Sutherland 
Brothers and Quiver 
December dates: Aber- 
deen Robert Gordan 
InsUtule (11), Glasgow 
Technical College (12), 
Wigan Casino (IS), 
Workington College (I11), 
Ipswich Civic College (19) 
and Isle of Wight Ryde 
Pavilion (20) 

lahnny Mathis 
dates are: Coventry 
Theatre (March 21), 
Stoke On Trent Jolly, 
Club (22), Southport New 
Theatre (25/2e), Glasgow 
Apollo (27), London 
Palladium (25), Luton 
Caesar's Palace (29 a) 
and London Palladium 
(April a ). 

Sweet hogtn a 
US tour on January 23, 
when they will also be 
releasing a new ,Ingle 

Fruup dales now: 
Fareham Technical Col- 
lege January 9 Instead of 
December 13. 

*****AA tom 

FANS ROCK ON 
r- 

ROD STEWART 
out of Cincinnati and was 
asleep when he awoke to 
hear the pilot calling 
"Mayday! Mayday!" It 
seems the plane was on 
ftre. They crash landed In 
West Virginia, but all 
aboard were alright and 
they were only 25 minutes 
late for their Cincinnati 
concert 

+ + + + 

The Allman Brothers 
gave a concert to Atlanta 
to raise funds for Georgia 
Governor Jimmy Carter, 
a candidate for the 
Democratic nomination 
for President of the 
United States. Over 
10,000 persona attended 
the concert. Carter was 
asked about the method of 

raising funds by having a 
rock concert, and he vld, 
"Anyone who doesn't 
want a president who 
likes this kind of mule 
and who is proud of hie 
friendships with the 
people who make the kind 
of music Clan go vote for 
somebody else "Why del 
get the feeling he's lust 
the vote of a Tallahassee 
Baptist Church? 

+ + 

lOtr had Thanksgiving 
Dinner (their nest, at a 
Los Angeles restaurant, 
then drove over to the 
Troubadour to catch Nell 
Sedaka's opemng night 
Sedaka, who has a 
reputation for introducing 
friends -en the audience 
(one of the reasons he was 
fired by the Carpenters 
last August In Las 
Vegas), acknowledged all 
of those echo have helped 
his career, but failed le 
mention 10ce. The band 
did not visit backstage 
after the show, The next 
night they saw avant 
garde rock poetess Patti 
Smith at the Roxy, and 
(despite critical raves 
elsewhere) hated the 
show_ On Sunday they 
boarded their New York - 
bound plane at Los 
Angeles International 
Airport, and a friend from 
Phonogram spotted a 
familiar face heading 
toward the same plane It 
was Patti Smith, and 
we're waiting to hear how 
they all got along on their 
live -hour flight 'cross the 
U S. A 


