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DON'T SPREAD it around but Bill Wyman 
was in town this week. The bassist with the 
greatest rock outfit In the world was on one 
of his permitted visits - permitted, that is, 
by Mr. Taxman. 

These days visiting hours to Britain are 
restricted. (There is no doubt some man in 
Whitehall who has the exact opening and 
closing times if you' -re particularly 
interested). 

So It has to be 
something Important for a 

Rolling Stone to use up 
one of his free day passes 
on a mere visit ito his 
home town. Right? 

Krisst, nearly 
forgot! Yes theStones will 
be touring - probably 
April - and yes Ronnie 
Wood has joined them but 
he hasn't signed the 
contract and sent it back 
That's that out of the way 

Now, where were we? 
Oh yes, Duke's Hotel in 
St..Iames's. 

Bill Is hanging out in 
this stylish and secluded 
neck of the woods in suite 
No Ii (of course). He's a 
cheery host entertaining 
the great and small from 
the printing and broad. 
casting world. 

But it's not solely a case 
of seeing as many people 
as you can, within the 
allowed visiting hours. 
William also has an object 
In mind 

That object Is black 
vinyl Called 'Stone Alaiie' 

the bassist's second solo 
'effort, and one that's 
peppered with the rock 
elite 

The line-up sounds like 
everybody's dream gig. 

I -low's about Van Morri- 
son, Dr John, Dallas 

by 

David 

Hancock 
Taylor, Ruth and Bonnie 
Pointer, Joe Walsh. NICky 
Hopkins (when's he 
joining the Stones?), Al 
Kooper, Ron Wood. Jim 
Kellner, and the Tower Of 
Power brass section, who 
else? 

With Wyman having 
written nine of the 12 

tracks It's a varied album 
taking In everything from 
disco stomping through 
reggae to the Blues. 
Whatever else It Is, it ain't 
the Rolling S tones. 

Perform 
And, of course, Bill will 

never be able to perform 
any of It live. He hasn't 
got time in between 
Roiling Stone projects. 
and who's going to put up 
the sort of money needed 
for that group of Mural 

He won't be doing any 
television: he won't be 
doing Top Of The Pops so 
the only way he can 
promote 'Stone Alone' Is 
through radio 

"And that In England 
isn't as easy as In 

America," saysa shorter. 
haired Bill, happy to talk. 
"In America you can do 
radio chat shows but 
England doesn't seem to 
have those facilitles. " 

It doesn't bother Bill 
that the record's lack of 
promotion may result in 
Its lack of success He 
lenr,s to see solo albums 
as a hobby rather than an 
extension of his already 
successful career. 
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Fellow bassist John 

Entwhlstle formed Ox to 
help further a solo career 
while still being a part of 
the Who. Bill has,no such 
idea. 

"I've got no aspiration 
for going on the road and 
performing live with 
another band. I've got no 
desires at all. Creating 
music In the studio Ls 

great and I really love 
doing that but to go out 

ou won't forget. 
We're referring to the Kinks latest 

album, what else? 
"Schoolboys in Disgrace", it's a lesson 

you won't forget. Here are a few notable quotes 
from the music press ... 

"Schoolboys in Disgrace" is. without any doubt, the 
most impressive and enjoyable album that 
Ray Davies has written and produced", 

a beautifully sustained concept" 
Melody Maker 3rd January 1976. 

the most solid rock album the Kinks have made 
since the sixties While adding credence to Davies 
unquestionable worth as a songwriter" 
Sounds 13th December 1975. 
If you've done your homework you'll know 

that the Kinks are scheduled for a major 
British tour in February/March this year. 

The Kinks, 
A musical education. 
Enrol now. 
Kinks Tour Dates. 

27 2 Exeter University, Exeter. 
29 2 Theatre Royal Drury Lane, London. 
1 3 Aberystwyth University, Aberystwyth. 
2 3 Manchester Palace. Manchester 
3 3 Southport Theatre. Southport. 
5 3 Newcastle City Hall, Newcastle. 
6 3 Lancaster University, Lancaster. 
8 3 Bristol Colston Hall, Bristol 
9 3 Winter Gardens, Bournemouth 
10 3 Cardiff University, Cardiff 
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