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ETHNA CAMPBELL: flabbergasted 

ETHNA'S PROVED to 
all that if you wait long 
enough you'll eventually 
become a star. 

Ethna recorded 'The 
Old Rugged Cross', an 
old religious song, about 
10 years ago and It was 
recently unearthed in a 
Glasgow junkshop by 
radio personality Frank 

N 

Skerett who then played 
it during his programme 
on Radio Clyde. Even- 
tually the Irish born 
Ethna, 29, and a part - 

time secretary, was 
tracked down in a 
suburban house in 
Leeds, and was totally 
flabbergasted to hear 
that the song, which was 
recorded years ago as a 

joke, was In popular 
demand. However she 
agreed to make another 
recording .of the num- 
ber, which subsequently 
became a hit. 

It entered the charts 
on October 18, last year, 
and since that time it's 
been going up and down 
like a proverbial yo - yo 
(see chart). 
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THERE'S SOME- 
THING very satis 
lying about having a 
single in the charts, 
apart from the glory 
that S. Money. It 
overcomes shyness, 
gets rid of acne and 
can waver your 
principals. 

American song- 
writer / singer 
Randy Edelman 
might look as if tie's 
having a ball groov- 
ing away to 'Con- 
crete And Clay', but 
afterwards, I can 
reveal that he 
sneaks off and plays 
Rachmaninov - and 
that's not Russian 
roulette. 
"I grew up In New 

Jersey," said Randy 
"When I was young all I 

wanted to do was play 
hall. 1 used to keep my 
plano playing a secret. 
Then when 1 was 14 I 

n thought I should play 
plano all the time. 1 went 
to music school for four 
years and met James 
Brown. It was the 
opposite world lo mine I 

used to go to his company 
and arrange music there 
then come back to school 
and play Rachmanlnov " 

When he left college, he 
took his tapes to a 
publisher, and met Tony 
Orlando who was doing a 
desk Job at the me 
From there, Randy's 
career took a swift up - 

turn, ' all happened in a 
yearIt and a half . from 
Australia to Mexico. It's 
been good experience." 

But what about the 
classical music? Didn't 
he regret leaving It 
behind for the less subtle 
'Concrete And Clay' 

"I don't regret it,'' said 
Randy "Realistically' 
speaking, there are few 
concert pianists who are 
doing what they want to 
do. There Isn't enough 
demand, Most of them 
end up teaching music In 
college. 1 much prefer 
rock. I Just think to 
myself sometimes, 'you 
could be teaching In 
Columbia, Ohio; and I 

don't regret It . " 
But Randy never 

intended to become a 
performer. He was 
strictly an arranger and 
conductor. Ile's worked 
with films, doing the 
scores and more recently 
working with Nigel 
Olsson who Is producing 
an album for Susan 
George. 

Then last year, he met 
the Carpenters They had 
recorded a couple of his 
songs and invited him on 
the tour There might be 
some who would not 
necessarily welcome this 
invitation, but Randy 
did. 

"It was a bit scarey, 
being thrown out In front 
of 10,000 people. It was a 
kind of shock treatment. 
They've been great to me 
though and they are easy 
to work with." 

Perhaps he could pass 
on a few hints to Nell 
Sedak a,., 

"They have recorded a 
song of mine called 'You' 
and it may be their next 
single alter the Herman's 
Hermits one they have 
just released." 

Mr Edelman seems to 
be well up an the current 
British releases. Has he 
been here before' 

I've been to Britain 
once, last April. when I 
came in for a promotional 
visit. 1 appeared once In a 

club. But 1 will be back 
this week and may do one 
convert." 

But what made him 
choose a 10 " year - old 
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Unit Four Plus Two sang 
as his single? 

"Well, this is the first 
time I've recorded a 
single that I didn't write 
myself. I know the 
original was a big hit in 
Britain, but It didn't do 
much In America, In 
some ways that's good. 
It'll be fresh to the 
Americans 

"1'd been thinking 
about doing an old song 
and I sat down at the 
plano and started to play 
the song. I couldn't even 
remember the words. The 

song seemed to suit my 
voice, so I recorded it." 

it seems an amazing 
coincidence In me, that I 
should speak to two 
A merican artists recently 
who have so much in 
common. You remember 
Rupert Holmes? The man 
who has been producing 
an album for Barbra 
Streisand? The man who 
plays piano, write. film 
scores, who released the 
brilliant single 'NaUunal 
Pastime? No? 

"I don't know halm." 
said Mr Edelman coldly, 
Oh well, it was a thought. 
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