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"FLEETWI'ooD MAC' 
Who?" 

Thus epake the 
receptionist at the 
posh hotel where the 
band are in residence, 
preparing for their 
first UK tour for over 
six year -s. 

A very pertinent remark, 
and one that the Mar feared 
at one time would be 
commonplace In Britain. 
The ton was planned last 
year and up to that time the 
band had a Memel history In 
this country While their 
albums consistently went 
grid and platinum in the 
States. and they were billed 
on a par with bands like the 
Stones, the same albums mid 
an average of t45010 aver 
here. 

Then It all happened. 
'Rumours' became one of the 
meet played albums of the 
last few months and has 
reached the Top 10 In the 
album charts, and their 
British tour has sold out_ 
Alter years in the British 

ldernesa, Fleetwood Mac 
look like httung the big time 
at last 

After several adventures 
your undaunted but sligllUy 
damaged reporter finally._ 
managed to gel down to 
It with Christine McVle 
(the interview, that la) 

She entered the room 
and flopped Into the 
nearest armchair. She 
had deep bags under her 
eyes, and was obviously 
suffering from jet -lag. 

We only got a few 
hours sleep In the four 
day. before we left, and I 

feel really wanted." she 
announced. 

Despite that, she says 
she's pleased to be back 
in England. 

"1 like It. especially 
London We were over 
here for a promotional 
tour in October It rained 
all the time. but it's 
looking lovely now 

"I must have a cup of 
tea." 

Sights 
Mick Fleetwood ar- 

rived, but the other 
members of the band 
were unavailable. Lind- 
sey Buckingham was out 
showing his new girl- 
friend the sights, and 
nobody knew where John 
McVle was. 

All anybody knew was 
about Stevie Nicks, that 
she was with a speech 
therapist - she still has 
this problem with nodules 
-her vocal chords. 

Christine. fortified by 
her tea,went on . 

"We're going to be 
touring for most of the 
year." she said. "and 
we'll be working non-stop 
without too much of a 

break until the autumn. 
"II gels to be a real 

strain after a while, and 
we intend to have a couple 
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of months oft at the end of 
the year to do nothing. 
absolutely nothing. We're 
all really tired. 

Before she went to sleep 
I managed to ask her 
what she felt about their 
UK success, after being 
Ignored for so long over 
here 

"1 is great. a'c're really 
pleased. It's nice to be 
back on the map having 
once been there - and 
what's more, with a whole 
new group of people. I 

hear 'Rumours' has sold 
80,000 so far. That's 
really good." 

Exit Christine. Mick's 
pleased about the UK 
success too, but s1111 

seems a I ltUe worried. 
"The success here is 

great. and I'm really 
pleased, but we're all 
worried about being 
labelled 'Blues Band 
Gone Wrong'. Steve and 
Lindsey keep asking me 
what it's going to be like, 
and I have to say I don't 
know. We've been in a 
whole different world 
over in the States, and 
perhaps people will say 
'what about Peter Green 
then'' We hope not " 

"What about l'eter 
Green then?" said your 
intrepid reporter. 
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ALTHOUGH the bar oat 
closed the ladies acre 
lovely. Above Heft) Stevie 
Nicks and Christine 
McVie. Inset, Mick 
Fleetwood 

By TONY 
BRADMAN 
"We saw Peter every 

day when we were over 
here last, and he seemed 
guile happy. 

That brought us round 
to the subject of the never 
-ending tale of Fleetwood 
Mae disasters. 

The rumours buzzed 
about emotional problems 
between the two couples 
In the band during the 
making of 'Rumours'. 
Eventually, the band 
announced that they were 
all still good friends, but 
that Stevie was no longer 
living with Lindsey, and 
Christine and John's 
marriage was over. Mick 
himself had problems too. 
His long-standing mar- 
riage broke up at about 
the same time 

"Yes, it was bad, and 
that's all reflected in the 
music on the album 
Almost all the songs are 
about love going wrong or 
various emotional 
traumas. Rut we all felt 
that It was better to be 
honest and mature about 
it - with each other and 
everybody' else. 

"So many people knew 
what was going on that It 
would have been worse to 
conceal IL That's why we 
called the album 'Ru- 
mours'. 

Coffin 
"The band Is stronger 

now, musically and 
emotionally, than It's 
ever been. Everybody 
thought that was the last 
nail In the coffin for Mac, 
and I think if we had 
concealed It, then the 
band would have split. 
Bul It hasn't. 

"When It comes down to 
It, we're just u bunch of 
people that have stuck 
together through the 
years," he added, 

Christine McVle had 
said before she left the 
room that she saw no 
future for herself as 
anything else than a 
member of Fleetwood 
Mac. 

"If the band split 
tomorrow I'd get out of 
the business- I don't Want 
to go solo or have 
anything to do with 
anything anyting other than the Mac. It's 
magic " 

THINK of The 
Kinks and you'll 
probably think of 
Ray Davies. Think 
of Ray Davies and 
you'll probably 
think of words, 
words to songs, 
clever lyrics, good 
songs. 

But wait, after hun 
dreds of good songs 
from Kay's pen what 
comes nest? More good 
songs, right? Wrong. 
An instrumental album. 

"It's not a new Idea," 
Ray explains. "I'd Just 
like to take a break from 
lyrics and say what I 
want through music. 

"The trouble with 
instrumental music to- 
day Is that a lot of It Is 
pretentious synthesiser 
stuff. 

"A lot of people want 
background music to 
their lives. They lead 
humdrum lives and It's 
reflected In 'wallpaper' 
music. 

"A few years back 
people went for the 
James Bond vodka - 

and aftershave Image, 
and then went for Shaft - 
type music with wah 
wah guitars. They 
seemed to need It to 
boost their own life- 
style." 

Who would he like to 
produce this 'dream' 
album? He pauses, 
thinks and answers: 
"Tangerine Dream or 
someone like that. Who 
was that group Robert 
Wyatt played with? Soft 
Machine. 

"On the surface It 
might appear like two 
different, groups of 
people with nothing In 
common, but in reality 
we're saying the same 
things in a different 
way. But It wW have to 
remain ü dream this 
year. We're very 
busy." 

Ray and the Kinks 
have been spending a 

few days In their home 
country midway 
through a marathon US 
tour. During that brief 
respite Kay had to go 
back to a promotional 
tour of the States, and 
they stW found time for 
a very good concert at 
London's Rainbow last 
week. Did they enjoy 
their first and last 
hometown gig for some 
time? 

"Yes I ¡enjoyed It. I 
was a bit nervous, but It 
was OK about half way 

'I 's 
= that 
old 

ac 
magic 

Dreaming 
on a sleepy 
afternoon 
through. 

"When I stand on 
stage at the Rainbow I 
feel uneasy. From 
where I stand It's like 
looking Into a corner. 
lt'a never a good sound. 
I prefer playing some- 
where like the Victoria 
Palace. We've not 
played the Rainbow for 
about four years. 

"The band had a good 
time too. We hadn't 
played for three weeks 
and they were Itching to 
play. 

"I'd just returned 
from the promotional 
tour In the States and an 
I always suffer from 
jeiag, not going over, 
but coming back . . . I 
I fall asleep all the time. 

"I've done the Trans. 
atlantic trip six times 
Mk year so far. It's 
good for us to go to 
America - we know no 
energy is wasted. There 
are %till a lot of 
Americans who haven't 
even heard of the Kinks. 

"A good thing about 
rock 'n' roll Is that no- 
one Is very established. 

"Is there going to be u 
Eurovislon song contest 
this year? They ought to 
haves rock 'o' roe song 
context, put a good band 
on and knock 'em 
tideway,. I wan asked 

to write songa for It once 
by a publisher, but I 
didn't." 

What did he think of 
the current music 
scene? 

"Well, It's not new Is It?" he responds. 
"There's some amazing 
talent around, but a lot 
of band. seem manutae- 
turered and out to make 
a quick buck. It's called 
a hit and run deal In the 
music bushes., Isn't Its 

"Thin kid I know is II, 
still at school, and he'll 
get a job in a factory If 
he can find work at all. 
A rough kid, always in 
trouble with the law, 
sniffing glue and all 
that. When asked what 
he thought of Johnny 
Rotten he said 'He's a e-. , he's not real.' 

"He'd probably prefer 
W'aylon Jennings or 
something from Detroit 
to a British band." 

What tips did Ray 
have for the "new" 
bands? 

"Energy's the word. 
With the Kinks there Is 
this Internal energy 
which works together. 
There has to be 
motivation as well. And 
It's Important to stay 
hungry. I do," he 
declare., picking up a 
slice of toasted cheese. 

"I'm hungry now." 
One of the Kink. early 

r'n'b ravers was a 

version of 'Louie Louie', 
now something of a punk 
clayish. How did he feel 
about that? 

"The Kingsmen had a 
hit with that, but I have 
an original by someone 
called Berry. Not 
Gluck. Black Berry or 
something (Richard, in 
fact), It was on a local 
label and an all vocal 
song. 

Ray believes that 
much talent Is wasted 
because of the bureau- 
cracy of big corpo. 
rations. 

"I went through the 
corporation thing with 
RCA. But In fact I 
wouldn't have been able 
to write 'Soap Opera', 
without that et 

perience. It was some- 
thing I had to live 
through. 'Soap Opera' 
was about an acooun 
tent, and there were 
lines in It about being 
lost in paperwork and so 
on. That's who It comes 
down to In thé end, the 
acnauitant.. " 

Having gone through 
the RCA corporate 
period, The Kinks seem 
to have drifted back 
towards a simpler 
approach with their first 
Arista LP, 'Sleep- 
walker'. It's their flea 
collection of individual 
songs for a long time. 
and a real step away 
from the string of 
concept albums. 

"On the last big tour 
the group was very 
split, we were five 
separate people. But 
now we're taking on a 
togetherness which Is 
interesting and certain 
ly new. We've still a tit 
to do. As soon as the 
tour Is finished I want to 
get Into the studios wbile 
we're together, and do 
some of the songs we 
weren't able to do on the 
last album. " 
Parting thought: 

"You know I get very 
emotional when I see 
other people's record 
collections. Their choler 
always get» to me. It 
reflects that person. 

"Like the girl who 
buys 'Every Picture 
Teas A story'' bersuee 
she went out with her 
first boyfriend at the 
time. They probably 
don't even have to play 
It, just look l It from 
Urns to time. Thai's a 

nice rremnry 

DAVID BROWN 


