
WHEN Ray Davies isn't being a 
Kink, he likes to retire to 

some of those normal eve ryday 
activities which are quite ofte n out 
of reach for the fan-conscious pop
star. 

Activities like football. 
"I love playing football ", he said, 

" and I'll play for anyone who will 
give me a game". 

Not t he kind of hobby most people 
would associate with the character who 
has gained a reputation for being out
spoken and off-hand. 

"There are certain types of people I 
just can't stand", he explained. "Any
one who holds himself back and doesn't 
say what he thinks makes me ang ry. 
I also have very little time for those 
people who are considered to be down
trodden, it's their own fau lt and I 
hold them in contempt." 

POOR CONVERSATIONALIST 

These views aren't pa rticu larly origin
al and they would be calmly accepted if 
Ray were a bank clerk. But because he is 
in the public eye he Is labelled con
troversial and this puzzles him- after all 
why shouldn't he be entitl ed to views 
ot her people express without question? 

Part of his reputation is due to his 
apparent off-handedness when talking 
to people, but he admits he isn't a good 
conversationalist. 

"I like to meet people. but I prefer 
just to study their faces Instead of 
talking to them", he said. 

Ray was born in East Fi nch ley 
22 years ago. When he was six he was 
given a ukulele and from t here he pro• 
gressed to guitar and piano. 

His own tastes in music don't fall in to 
any set categories and he likes to collect 
old 78's which he picks up at various 
junk shops for a matter of shillings. 

He's also interested in art but his 
Interest is directed more at the ar tist 
than in the actual products of his craft. 
One of his favourite television pro
grammes was a series of lectures on th is 
subject by Kenneth Clark. 

From ar t to food, which is another 
thing he has firm views about. 

He favours spicy oriental food, 
continental dishes or just plain old 
cheese and pickle. 

"I can't stand Scot tish food", he 
said, " it's just awful. 

"In fact bad cooking of any kind is 
the th ing I think I probably hate most 
of all", he decided. "I'm very particular 
about food." 

That Ray doesn't have an excessive 
amount of patience is suppo rted by his 

BAY DAVIES 

attitude to reading. 
" If a book doesn't Interest me 

straight away I don't bother with it, 
and it's only occasionally that I read a 
book righ t t hrough", he told me. 

Has he always been the same in his 
outlook? 

" I don't feel as t hough I've changed at 
al l but I suppose I have. 

" People change w ithout realising it", 
he went on. " I wen t away for a while 
and when I came back I realised Louise 
(his daughter) had altered although my 
wife, who had been wi th her, hadn't 
noticed it". 

But from a career point of view Ray 
Davies has no fixed ideas. 

"I just want to go on getting better 
at everything I do", he said. 

Although he can get by on piano and 
harpsichord, guitar is his preferred 
inst rument, and he plays three. Fender 
Telecaster , Fender acoustic and a 
Framus electric 12-string. He uses a 30-
watt Vox am plifier which he turns up 
loud to get the distortion which is the 
trademark of the Ki nks. 

So there you are , a brief insight in to 
Ray Davies, who in my o pin ion is just 
trying to be an ordinary guy. 
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