
IF Barry Fanton i 
could have his life 

all over again, he'd like 
to be a fifth member of 
the Kinks. A s it is he 
has much in common 
with Ray Davies, who 
used to study under 
him when he taught 
art at Croydon. 

Now the two men are close 
friends and Barry has a lot of 
admiration for Ray's songs. 
He writes too, and h is words 
are quite often in sympathy 
with the stuff that Mr. Davies 
Is putting down- though he 
admits their ideas are far 
removed. 

Nevertheless Ray Davies has 
probably been the greatest 
influence on the present day 
Barry Fantoni, whose career 
seems to have gone in phases. 
And although he has done 
several things which would 
satisfy other people, It Is only 
recently that he has found 
what he real ly wants to do. 

"There was always some
thing missing", he explained , 
"but I didn't know what it 
was. When pop music took 
over I realised that was it". 

MANY INTERESTS 

Barry won't stick to one 
thing though. As well as 
singing and writing songs, he 
carries on with his other 
Interests- painting, illustrat
ing magazines and compering 
for television. 

He's been doing "Whole 
Scene Going" for some time 
now, and there is little doubt 
that this gave him his real 
break. But it has had ro big 
influence on his professional 
life. 

"It's the other way round. 
My ideas influence the pro
gramme, and I love doing 
television, but that's not 
enough. I want to do as much 
as my body can tal<e. I can't 
do one th ing only, one thing 
complements the other and I 
have to try something else. 
The chances are that if a 
painting is going well I'll pack 
up half way through, sit down, 
and write a song". 

So far he's written about 
150 songs-,.most of them still 
on demo •. 

:',Fm pretty ruthless"1·• h'e 
t • ,' I I 
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said. "I write a lot of th ings 
and hang on to them so I can 
have time to think about t hem 
before I let them go. And I 
won't let a song go unless I'm 
sure it's going to someone 
who can do it properly". 

His own fi rst record
"Little Man In A Little Box" 
- was more in the way of an 
experiment ; another step on 
the way to fin d ing the com
plete Fantoni. Now he has an 
album coming out which will 
feature a number of his own 
compositions. . 

The l..:P. will include a mix
ture of tracks with backings, 
ccrm~rised of church choir, 

church organ and an orchestra. 
He said: " Half of it is to be a 
musical joke. 

"Like George Formby's 
music, or say 'Norwegian 
W ood' , which I reckon was a 
beautiful joke". 

Barry explained his ap• 
proach to composing. 

"I think of something
usually a personal subject
and weave the words around 
that idea. I have a knack of 
following ideas through to 
their conclusion and this is a 
valuable asset. 

"I think a lot about people 
a nd the connections between 
them and t~e song: I could 

wr°ite about anything- about 
a television cameraman if you 
like- exactly as if I were 
painting him. It's a poem put 
to music. 

"Another way is to mess 
around with an instrument 
until you find an Interesting 
pattern. But the results aren't 
usually commercial". 

GAVE UP JAZZ 

If he were to concentrate on 
one aspect of his work it 
might well be writing. Other 
artists have used his songs and 
he recently bought shares In a 
publishing company because 
he felt it would eventually 
allow him freedom to write 
even more. 

This is a marked departure 
from his earlie r interests. 
For seven years he was a 
semi-professional jazz musi
cian playing tenor and alto 
saxophone. 

" I gave up because I felt 
that to ach ieve jazz greatness 
you must be in a community 
where it is necessary to play 
that kind of music. We don' t 
have a hard time so it isn't 
possible. That's why I don't 
sing the blues. I don 't feel 
strongly enough about any
thing because I'm not per
sonal ly involved. I only feel 
about Oxfam indir ectl y . 
People say I've regressed, but 
that was only a stage in my 
development, and it's not 
for them to comment". 

Recently he made his first 
appearance as a singer, doing 
a concert at Yarmouth. 

"For that date", he said, "1 
hired a group. They were very 
good but I was a bit apprehen
sive. Things went wel l and I'll 
almost certainly be getting a 
group together and playing 
more dates in t he future". 

Obviously Barry Fantoni is 
a man of many parts and many 
talents. It Is difficult to sum 
him up so I aS"ked him to 
define what it was he wante d 
most- after all by many stan
dards he's already made it. 

" I like what I'm doing 
now", he said, "especially the 
singing and the compering. 
Most of al l I'd like to carry on 
doing that and to be liked and 
appreciated as both. But I 
suppose really, I want to be 
making · it forever" . 

MIKE CROFTS 


