
KINKS GO 

BACK TO 


VILLAGE GIGS 

I N a recent Sunday newspaper, there was a report about a girl who stood 

in Trafalgar Square and asked some male passers-by if they would 
marry her. Apparently she couldn't work in England unless she was a 
British subject, which meant she had to get married. Any male that accepted 
her would receive the sum of £50. This newspaper reported that one of the 
men she stopped was a member of the Kinks. Judging by a photograph it 
looked remarkably like Pete Quaife. But it wasn't. Says Pete: "I'm afraid 
it was Stan, our road manager, but I wish it had been me. He'd been to a 
conference with Ray, and was walking through the Square, when this girl 
stopped him. But because he was married already, he turned the offer down. 
What we can't understand is why he didn't phone any of us. Apart from the 
publicity, I wouldn't say no to £50. And she was a little darling". 

J udgi ng by the Ki n ks' latest date-sheet, 
they seem to be doing many more 
ballroom dates than most hit-parade 
groups . "We decided to lay-off them 
for a while, " said Pete, "but now we're 
back in full swing. And doing a few 
weird halls . Small village gigs on the 
Welsh border, that kind of thing. These 
kids appreciate us because we take the 
trouble to play in their area when 
many groups only do big dates. But 
we're still very selective . Some of the 
big, lu x urious halls are out. Even with 
2,000 people in them, they look empty. 
And there's no atmosphere. This is one 
reason why we're doing some of the 
out-of-the-way places. The kids get a 
really great atmosphere going. We're 
also doing a few student gigs, and seem 
to be going down very well. Because we 
were students ourselves, we can talk 
to them and even take the mick. They 
don't mind, and we enjoy ourselves". 

JAZZ FESTIVAL 
" One thing we ' re looking forward to 

is topping the bill at the next Windsor 
Jazz Festival. We did an open-air thing 
at Norwich recently, and drew 10,000. 
Mind you, Chris Farlowe was on the 
bill, and he helped. Admittedly the 
sound isn't very good in the open, but 
then ou r sou nd isn't very good any
where" . Very modest is our Mr. Quaife . 
I wondered if they were getting a bit 
fed up with all these rumours about Ray 
leaving? " If people don't know Ray 
better than that, then forget it". 
Continued the now serious Pete . " The 
papers printed it because it was news, 
but I th ink it was originally intended as 
a publiCity thing . You know, with the 
new record and everything it would be 
n ice to get somethi ng gOi ng. But I 
think it's worked in reverse in some 
respects . I mean, we've had promoters 
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ringing up and asking ' How much for 
the Kinks) ' , and then ' How much fo r 
the Kinks with Ray DaviesI' It could 
have done us some harm. Admittedly, 
Ray is doing a lot more songwriting, 
but he won't leave". 

As if I needed to tell you, the record 
Pete 's been talking about is "Waterloo 
Sunset". It's been met with the usual 
mixed feelings, so I asked Pete what he 
thought of it. "It's not bad". He smiled . 
" But I sing out of tune on the first lot of 
' La-las '." I said that I hadn't noticed it. 
" Nor has anyone else, but I' m terribly 
flat . The bass riff? Yes , it is reminiscent 
of some other numbers , but Ray likes 
to keep some sort of thing going with 
all our records. He does the arrange
ments himself. Sure, we chip in with the 
odd idea, but he thinks of an arrange
ment at the same ti me as he writes a 
song. And he's doing a lot more produc
ing. I don't think it'll be too long before 
he does the lot. In many circles, he's a 
very underrated guy". 

SOLO TRACK 
Even though the Kinks have been 

spending a lot of time in the Pye studios, 
they don't know which song will be 
their ne x t " A" side . "We're off to Pye 
again tonight" said Pete , " and I'm 
singing lead on one track. No, I haven't 
gOt a good voice , but it'll be nice to 
hear th e finished result. The number 
I'm doing is Tim Hardin's 'How Can 
You Hang On To A Dream'. It's a 
beautiful song, but I'll probably ruin it. 
It's the first time I've sung solo." 

Gear-wise, Pete has just purchased a 
new Gibson S.G. Special. He says he'd 
like a bass version of Dave Davies' 

" Flying Arrow " , but they don't make 
them. " There 's a very interesting story 
behind that weird guitar" , said Pete . 
" When we went to the States, we were 
wandering through this guitar place . 
Dave suddenly let out a yell and rushed 
over to a pile of rubbish and pulled out 
this fantastic-looking gUitar. It was about 
13 years old and made by Gibson. 
Apparently they only made a few, but 
no one bought them. Thing is, if Dave 
hadn't been looking for a new gUitar
someone had nicked his other one
he'd never have found it. Now he loves 
it, and uses it nearly all the while" . As 
the Kinks seem to be calming down a 
bit, I wondered what Pete thought 
would happen to them eventually . 
"Who knows . I think we ' ll stay as we 
are, doing the same things, for as long as 
possible . We have had some offers of 
cabaret, but I can't really see us doi ng 
it. Mind you, people say we've changed 
and could do it, but we're not sure. 
We can only go on what we're told. 
It's taken a long while for people to 
persuade us that we're really accepted 
in the pop field. Sure, the kids scream 
and all that, but it doesn't mean we've 
really made it. We'll just have to sit 
back and see what happens". 
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