
Keith Reid and Gary Brooker, the 
"Whiter Shade Of Pale" composers, 
intend to set aside a few days this 
month with the intention of writing 
new material. It's highly likely that 
the Procol Harum's next single will 
be one of their compositions. 

Not many people realise that 
"Silence Is Golden" was originally 
recorded by the Four Seasons and 
written by the team of Gaudio/ 
Crewe, who have been responsible 
for many of the Four Seasons' hits. 
Apparently, the album containing 
the song was sent along to the 
Tremeloes' producer, Mike Smith, 
and everyone nipped over one 
track-"Silence Is Golden". Bob 
Crewe, one half of the songwriting 
team, is the same Bob Crewe who 
wrote and recorded the instrumen
tal version of "Music For Watching 
Girls By". 

Currently in production is "Mrs. 
Brown, You've Got A Lovely 
Daughter" starring Herman's Her
mits. The majority of songs in this 
film will be written by Geoff 
Stephens, Graham Gouldman and 
American Kenny Young. Graham, 
incidentally, composed "No Milk 
Today". 

"Please Let Them Be", Gerry 
Marsden's first solo release, was 
written by Tony Sheridan. Yes, the 
same Tony Sheridan who was once 
backed by the Beatles. Of course, 
that was back in the old Hamburg 
days. Because Tony has always been 
thought of as a rocker, it's a bit 
surprising to find he's written a 
ballad, but it just goes to show that 
a true songwriter can write any 
sort of material. 

It's interesting to note that eight 
of "B.I.'s" Top Twenty songs were 
written by the groups themselves. 
At one time, people thought that 
groups could never write for them
selves, but luckily this was proved 
incorrect. If it hadn't been, how many 
hits would the Kinks, Jimi Hendrix, 
Cat Stevens, etc., have had? 

T HIS month's Session Man is 
Ray Davies. No, a certain Kink 
hasn't gone out and bought 

himself a trumpet. This, at least in 
the session world, is the Ray Davies. 
The trumpeter who played that 
fantastic solo at the end of Petula 
Clarke's "Downtown". The trump
eter whose playing sent "The 
Legion's Last Patrol" rocketing up 
the charts. Born in Swansea, Ray 
Davies has been playing the trumpet 
for 28 years, ever since he was II 
years old. He doesn't know why he 
chose the trumpet, it was just 
something he fancied. 

Says Ray: " My parents made me take 
piano lessons when I was seven, and I 
hated every minute of them. But now 
I realize how invaluable they were to 
my career . Then I joined a Sea Cadet's 
band playing tenor horn. That was my 
first attempt with any form of brass 
instrument. Thing was, this all happened 
during the war, and somehow, all the 
band 's instruments were blown up . It 
was then that I decided upon the trum
pet , and talked my Dad into buy ing me 
one. Since that day, I've never looked 
back" . 

FIRST JOB 

After studying at the Royal College 
of Music, Ray 's first professional job was 
with the Teddy Foster band in Birming
ham. That was in 1943, and he played 
third trumpet. At the end of the war, 
he came to London, and began doing 
pala is and night cl u b gigs with the 
tour ing bands of the day . Usually , Ray 
was the only trumpe te r. Soon after this , 
he began freelancing and doing the odd 
session . Now he's one of the busiest 
sessioneers around, doing three sessions 
a day , seven days a week . " Sure, it does 
get you down sometimes, " continued 
Ray , "and so I always make sure of 
getting a coupl e of good holidays a year . 
Arou nd Ch ristmas , I disappear to 
Austria for a few weeks skiing, and in 
the summer go to my villa on the 
island of Minorca". Just goes to show 
that if you ' re good , you ' ll get your just 
rewards . 

If you can't remember "Downtown" 
or " The Legion's Last Patrol " , you can 
still hear Ray 's trumpet on " Top Of 
The Pops" every week, leading the 
Ray Davies ' Orchestra on "Breakfast 
Special" every morning , and with the 
Button-Down Band on "Swingalong". 
When Henry Mancini or Burt Bacharach 
visit these s hores, the trumpet player 
they ask for is Ray Davies. As do such 
artists as Ella Fitzge rald , Tony Bennett 
and Mel Torme. And he 's not just a 
t r umpeter . If you've seen "Casino 
Royale", then you've heard Ray Davies 
playing the flugel horn solos . And he's 
still branching out . This time into 
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arranging and conducting for both EMI 
and RCA Victor records . Talk ing of 
records, Ray's just finished his fir st 
album , which will consist of many of his 
own composit ions pi us instru mental 
versions of past hits like " Matthew And 
Son" and " Sloop John B.". The whole 
album has a pop "feel" to it , even with a 
combination of instruments like harpsi
chord , twO oboes doubling flute, a cello, 
organ and rhyth m section. 

If you want to become a sess ion man, 
then lis ten to what Ray has to say on 
the subject : " You must e x periment by 
playing as many different types of mus ic 
as possible . There is always a shortage of 
good musi cians, so don ' t think the whole 
profession is a closed shop, because it 's 
not. If you're good, then no-one will be 
able to keep you out". 
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