
Many people find it difficult to 
believe that Tom Jones' "I'll Never 
Fall In Love Again" was written by 
Lonnie Donegan, the one-time 
"King of Skiffle". Lonnie took the 
song to Gordon Mills, Tom's man
ager, and said that he had written 
it with Tom in mind. Gordon liked 
it, played it to Tom, he liked it and 
the rest is history. 

Soon to be released is "Space
ship" by the Performing Light 
Society. The song in question was 
composed, sung and recorded by ex
Jaywalker Pete Miller. Everything 
was done in his bedroom, where his 
recording equipment is set up. To 
date, he has written literally 
hundreds of songs including some 
which have been recorded by Sounds 
Orchestral and Freddie and the 
Dreamers. 

The Hollies next single will be 
"King Midas In Reverse", written 
by the now-prolific team of Clarke/ 
Nash/ Hicks. The storyline tells of 
this guy who's really down on his 
luck, and everything he touches 
turns to dust. That's one thing 
about the Hollies, they keep coming 
up with some really interesting 
lyrics. 

"Pleasant Valley Sunday", by the 
Monkees, could be the comeback 
disc that the songwriting team of 
Gerry Goffin and Carol King have 
been waiting for. A few years ago, 
they were the biggest thing around, 
having a couple of songs in the hit 
parade each week. Remember 
things like "Locomotion" and "It 
Might As Well Rain Until Septem
ber"? These, plus many others by 
artists like Bobby Vee, put them 
right at the top of the compos ing 
tree. 

According to Cat tevens, "A 
Bad Night" started out as three 
separate songs. Like most com
posers, he had a few songs runni ng 
around his brain, but as they proved 
unsuccessful, moulded them to
gether. 

A PART from Phil Dennys, 
23 - year - old Nicky 

Hopkins is probably the 
youngest sess ion pian ist 
around. And he only lives a 
mile away from Phil. That's in 
Wembley, Middlesex. It was 
here that he first took to the 
piano. He started tinkering 
around when he was six years 
old, so his parents asked him if 
he would like to take lessons. 
Nicky agreed, and for the 
next six years went regularly 
to a local music teacher. He 
then took an exam for the 
Royal Academy of Music, 
passed, and studied there until 
he was 16. 

The music he was taught at the 
Academy was strictly classical, but 
slowly a love of more modern music 
evolved which culminated in rock 'n ' 
roll. He decided that the pop world 
was for him , and decided to get a job. 
It proved to be more difficult than he 
thought . He had visions of working for a 
music publisher, but couldn't find a 
vacancy, and ended up in a solicitor's 
office. That lasted a grand total of 
three months. 

ROCK 'N' ROLL 

While he was working there he 
started doing a few gigs with the then 
unknown Screaming Lord Sutch, and 
this prompted him to leave his job. 
This was what he wanted . Whereas 
most other groups were playing 
Shadows' numbers , Sutch was doing all 
the rock gear. 

He left Sutch in May 1962, and joi ned 
Cliff Bennett for six months, after 
which he joined the Cyril Davis band . 
Then something happ~ned that could 
have made the Nicky Hopkins' story 
completely different . He was in hospital 
for It years. He had no less than 14 
operat ions on his stomach and even 
when he left the hospital, he had to take 
it easy for some time . "I honestly 
didn't know what to do. I wanted to 
start playing again, but travelling was 
definitely out . Then I got a ' phone call 
from some friends who wanted a 
pianist for a session . I jumped at the 
chance . As far as I can remember, the 
session was a flop commerCially, but I 
met someone who has helped me 
tremendously . .. Glyn Johns. He said 
that he would try to get me some work, 
and next thing I knew , Shel Talmy was 
offering me some sess ions." 

Just a few of the recent hit records 
that Nicky has played on are : "Sunny 
Afternoon " , "Anywhere, Anytime, Any-
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how", "Matthew And Son " , " A Bad 
Night" and "The First Cut Is The 
Deepest" , plus many other singles and 
album tracks. Talking of albums, some 
of you may have heard "The Revolu
tionary Piano Of Nicky Hopk ins" LP . 
And he's currently got a Single on release 
in the States . That's called "Mr. 
Pleasant", a number written by Kink 
Ray Davies. 

Nicky hasn't the faintest idea of what 
the future holds, or even if he'll stay 
in the session field. "Who knows, I 
might get fed up . I'd like to go to the 
States and possibly try sessions there. 
Something I would like would be to 
play for the Mama's and Papa's. I 
should imagine that their sessions a re 
as free and easy as some of Andrew 
Oldham's stuff. Oh yes, I've just heard 
that the next Stones ' single will be one 
of the tracks I played on ." 
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