
Kinks 
hailed at last 

in America 

THE Kinks remain one of 
the more unusual groups. 

Musically, their career goes in 
stops and starts. Sometimes 
they ap pear to vanish com
pletely from the scene, during 
which periods one hears more 
abo ut the sporting prowess 
of the brothers Davies than 
about their music. Then , with 
a flouri sh , they return with 
either a class a lbum or a hit 
single. 

1 talked with drummer 
Mick Avory to get a non
Davies view of the group. 
"One thing is that we've 
been considering this questio n 
of giving fans more for their 
money. Take the new album 
- ' Village Green Preservation 
Society'. What we wanted, 
and it' s not definitely decided 
at this moment, is to make it 
a double-pack a lbum but 
selling at the same price as a 
single album. 

GENERALLY 
"This has been done before, 

of course, but generally with 
previously-released materi a l. 
But the fact is that records 
nowadays ARE ridicul ously 
expensive. Something has to 
happen to the old routine of 
following up a hit si ngle with 
a routine sort of album. 

"Anyway, Ray started off 
'Vi llage Green' in the usual 
way- aiming at 12 tracks , 
with him writing most of 
them. Then we got to think
ing. Let' s go for a double
pack of 20 tracks, five on each 
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side. 1t's being talked over at 
this moment. I hope it comes 
off-that the merchandising 
side can be a rranged". 

N ote: Since ou r chat, it has 
been announced tha t the 
Bea tles are considering a 
double-pack release for their 
new album, due out la ter this 
mon th. 

Added Mick: "Yo u need 
to make things more att rac
tive to the fans these days. 
Too much of pop music is 
sim ply going stale". 

Ano the r point from the 
Kinks' stable is that they are 
soon to make their first tour 
of the States. Surprised? Well, 
there have been offers before 
but the timing has been 
wrong. In this country , pretty 
consistent hit si ngles have 
kept their name headli ned. Tn 
the States , fans have been 
slow to la tch on to the Kinks' 
style but no w there is a 
sudden surge of interest
mostly coming from their 
a lbums . 

And on the West Coast, 
interest is a t near-hysteria 
point. Without any warning, 
the Kin ks ha ve emerged as 
the leading British 'under
ground group' . . . to the 
surprise of both the boys and 
their management. Final plans 
for the tour have been com
pleted . 

Said Mick: "That kind of 
tour is fine. But here there is 
not so much interest in the 
one-nighter tours. The prob
lem is that we've done it a ll 

before. You have to get o ut 
into a new field . Most ly , on 
the performing side , we work 
ab road and now we've broke n 
into the ca ba ret field up 
north. ft pays well and it's 
given us a new challenge
yo u ha ve to rou tine a new 
kind of act which wiU go 
dow n with different kinds of 
audience. 

PLAIN STUPID 
"Even so , it's plain stupid 

to just rush into a new side of 
the business . You must think 
carefully. Plan things and 
talk them over. If you accept 
any thing a t all just because it 
is differen t-well, it' s one 
way of comm itting suicide. 

"We rehearse a lot these 
days. Often, of course, it is 
just to routine numbers for 
'the albums-we spent a lot of 
time on 'Village Green'. But 
more impo rtant is that we're 
si mply getting together and 
playing- kicking arou nd ideas 
th a t come up. 

" We still record at the 
Pye Studios at Marble Arch, 
with Brian Humphreys as the 
engineer. This suits us best , 
and of course R ay does most 
of the actual producing". 

Were , I wondered, the 
Kinks still as fiercely inclined 
towards each o ther? Argu
ments had been kn own to 
start when they came to 
di scussing matters of mu sical 
policy. 

Sa id Mick: " Look, if you 
don't get over that sort of 

think after four- a nd-a-ha lf 
years , you might as well 
forget a bout stay ing together. 
Nowadays, if so mebody 
doesn't agree with something, 
he just puts hi s point-and 
we have a sensible talk about 
it. There's no point shouting 
an d doing your nut. We've got 
our ow n ways of putting 
theories across, so it's a 
much more sensib le scene 
altogether" . 

Mick has just bo ught a 
new house in Molesey, south 
of the Thames, less than a 
cricket ball throw from where 
he used to li ve. Ray, too, has 
a new pad , already installed 
with bar billiards and table
tenni s and o ther sport ing 
interes ts . He told me once: 
" Football and athletics are, 
to me , something like a 
symphony. There is move
ment and grace and music 
there in the performance of a 
world-class performer. In that 
sen se, 1 see commentators like 
David Colema n as the con
ducto r of the orchestra". 

Had Ray wanted, he migh t 
have found a professional 
career in socce r. Instead he 
found inspirat ion and ex
pression in pop music. It has 
brought him disillusionment 
as well a s success-but he 
and the o ther Kinks have also 
brought us distinctiveness . 

And now, at long Jas t, the 
Americans have latched on 
. .. in a big way. As Mick 
Avory said: "It's funny how 
things turn out". P.l. 




